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A large part of online marketing is really a high−tech version of classic direct sales techniques. From
landing pages to affiliate recruitment to attracting list signups, all employ variations on classic
marketing methods. With that in mind, there are several direct marketing books that are generally
considered classics. These are worthy reading and study materials for all marketers.

One freely available book is "Scientific Advertising" by Claude C. Hopkins. A quick search on Google
will reveal dozens of web sites that have posted this entire work for online reading, or that have made it
available for download as an ebook. This relatively short book, published in 1923 and now in the public
domain, has had a profound impact on many great marketers and advertisers that followed, and is at
the very core of more expensive marketing courses. Hopkins believed advertising was "salesmanship
multiplied", and isn't that concept true when applied to Internet marketing as well? This book is a
bargain at any price, and since it's now available free, there's no excuse for not reading it.

"Tested Advertising Methods" by John Caples, first published in 1932 and now in its fifth revision, is
another advertising and direct response masterpiece. This is where you will learn the meat of
copywriting and advertising. Caples is the creator of one of the most well−known ad headlines ever −
"They Laughed When I Sat Down At The Piano. But When I Started To Play..." . That headline was
created at the beginning of an advertising career that lasted 45 years.

Finally, there's "The Robert Collier Letter Book". Like the others, this was first published in the early
half of the 20th century, in 1934. Yet it still remains a truly great classic today. This is considered by
many copywriters to be "salesmanship in print". Collier reveals techniques that are still effective today
because our basic wants and needs are still the same. For many years copywriters paid large sums to
buy a used copy of this book. It's now available directly from the Collier family online.
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How Open Learning has had a Great Affect on my Life

By Elizabeth Hewet

Elizabeth Hewet − English Literature Diploma

When my children started to get to the age that they were spending more time with their friends, and
my husband was at work each day, I realised that I had more time on my hands than I needed. It was
also around this time that I realised that the literature that I was reading, and by most part the literature
I could find in the local shops pretty much had all the same plots. I was getting bored of the novels that
tried entertaining with mysteries that weren't so clever, twists in court cases that were easy to work out
by the second page, and woman telling me that I clearly couldn't fit in if my wardrobe didn't offer at
least twenty pairs of worshipped shoes! I wasn't terribly worried about how my body parts looked in my
clothes which seems to be a running theme in most novels, as long as I looked tidy and presentable,
and I had no use for the small romances that always turn out alright in the end. I clearly had lost any
interest in escaping to these places and wondered if there was something more to look forward to.

I wondered about book shops and always went straight past the 'classics' aisles, deciding that they
were too difficult for me, and thought that reading one of 'those' books wouldn't be an escape, but
difficult. For a long while I left the shops empty handed until I couldn't stand the newspapers anymore.
They certainly were not an escape! I had to do something drastic, and my saviour came in the shape
of distance learning. I enrolled on an English Literature diploma which is done through open learning
and distance learning with Oxford College ODL. I was terrified that I wouldn't be able to do it, and
simply picking up the course scared me at the beginning. I couldn't believe that after so much time
away from learning, I could actually grasp something that I had been scared of almost all my life, but I
slowly started reading through the material, and writing my first assignment. My tutor was very
encouraging, and had I not had her support, I probably would have never believed that I could
complete such a diploma, but I have.

I have now got the freedom of walking into any bookshop, and picking out a book and enjoying it. This
may not sound like a big accomplishment, but it is. There really is no more fear that I am not 'good
enough' to enjoy it. I understand the concepts of antagonists and protagonists, plots and red herrings.
I can feel the feelings that these 'greats' have given us through their works, and I am no longer
someone who has to settle for feeble novels that are thrown together by people that are just interested
in 'selling' and getting their names on lists. The 'Greats' are called the 'Greats' for a reason. Now I
know why, and the enjoyment I now get from them is precisely the reason for which they were written.
I am now confident to pick up anything and I know that I myself am able to understand and enjoy what
is written for me to enjoy.

Written by Elizabeth Hewet, head of the Natural Passage Society of London. For more information on
Oxford Distance Learning please see
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