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Married With Children (DVD) Review

By Britt Gillette

Premiering in April 1987, Married With Children became a staple of the growing Fox Network's

original prime time programming, paving the way for further original creations such as The Simpsons.
The total opposite of what a TV family should be, the original working title for the show was Not The
Cosbys (a reference to the perfect family atmosphere of the popular 80's sitcom The Cosby Show).
Paving the way for ABC's Roseanne, Married With Children more than lived up to its working title,
chronicling the pathetic life of a Chicago shoe salesman and his equally dysfunctional family...

Married With Children follows the exploits of the Bundy family, a dysfunctional trailer−park trash family
living in American suburbia. The family is headed by Al Bundy (Ed O'Neill), a shoe salesman who's
lewd, crude, sarcastic, and completely dissatisfied with his life as a loser. Al's wife Peg (Katey Sagal)
spends her days watching Oprah and spending what little money Al brings home (she's also Al's
greatest source of annoyance). Al and Peg's lives are complicated by their children, Kelly (Christina
Applegate), a beautiful yet stupid teenager, and Bud (David Faustino), a sex−starved adolescent. With
neighbors Steve (David Garrison), Marcy (Amanda Bearse), and Jefferson (Ted McGinley) dropping in
on a regular basis, Al's dreams of a normal family life or a spare moment to relax are continually
interrupted by the tortuous reality of his mediocre existence...

The Married With Children DVD features a number of hilarious episodes including the series pilot in
which Peg and Al, worried because they have no friends of their own, meet the new neighbors, Steve
and Marcy Rhoades. Steve and Marcy have the perfect marriage, but the bad influences of the Bundys
conspire to turn them against each other... Other notable episodes from Season 1 include "Whose
Room is It Anyway?" in which Steve and Marcy decide to add a new room onto their house while Peg
and Al pit the couple against each other in order to serve their own selfish interests, and "Peggy Sue
Got Work" in which Al's refusal to buy Peg the VCR she wants prompts her to get a job in a local
department store...

Below is a list of episodes included on the Married With Children (Season 1) DVD:

Episode 1 (Pilot) Air Date: 04−05−1987 Episode 2 (Thinnergy) Air Date: 04−12−1987 Episode 3 (But I
Didn't Shoot the Deputy) Air Date: 04−19−1987 Episode 4 (Whose Room is it Anyway?) Air Date:
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04−26−1987 Episode 5 (Have You Driven a Ford Lately) Air Date: 05−03−1987 Episode 6 (Sixteen
Years and What Do You Get) Air Date: 05−10−1987 Episode 7 (Married... Without Children) Air Date:
05−17−1987 Episode 8 (The Poker Game) Air Date: 05−24−1987 Episode 9 (Peggy Sue Got Work) Air
Date: 05−31−1987 Episode 10 (Al Loses His Cherry) Air Date: 06−07−1987 Episode 11 (Nightmare on
Al's Street) Air Date: 06−14−1987 Episode 12 (Where's the Boss) Air Date: 06−21−1987 Episode 13
(Johnny Be Gone) Air Date: 06−28−1987

Britt Gillette is author of The DVD Report (

http://thedvdreport.blogspot.com

), a blog where you can find

more reviews like this one.

Recordable DVD formats explained

By Kenny Hemphill

Recordable DVD formats explained by Kenny Hemphill

Picking your way through the ton of information available on recordable DVD formats can be a
nightmare. To help you out, we've done our best to distill it into this summary.

There are five recordable versions of DVD; DVD−R for General, DVD−R for Authoring, DVD−RAM,
DVD−RW, and DVD+RW. None of the formats is fully compatible with the other although there are
drives which will read, and in some cases write to more than one format.

DVD−R for General and DVD−R for Authoring are essentially DVD versions of CD−R. And DVD−RW is a
DVD version of CD−RW. All three formats can be read in standard DVD−ROM drives and in most DVD
video players. The difference between DVD−R for General and DVD−R for Authoring is that DVD−R for
General is a format intended for widespread consumer use and doeasn't support `professional'
features such as piracy protection or duplication in mass duplicators. The Pioneer DVD−RW drive
which is the most popular PC device for writing to DVD uses the DVD for General format. And as as
the case with CD, DVD−RW is essentially the same as DVD−R except that it can be erased and written
to again and again.

DVD−RAM is slightly different as it is a sector based disc which mounts on the desktop of a PC when
inserted into a drive. Files can then be copied to it in the same way as any other mounted media.
Some single−sided DVD−RAM discs can be removed from their caddy and inserted in a DVD−ROM
drive which will then be able to read the content of the disc.

There are DVD video recorders which use the DVD−RAM format. This enables themn to pull off clever
tricks like timeshifting - where you can watch the beginning of a programme you have recorded while
you are still recording the end on the same disc.
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DVD+RW is the newest format and not supported by the DVD Forum, the body which sets the
standards for DVD. However, it is supported by some of the biggest electronics and computer
manufacturers, and is therefore likely to stick around.

It is also the format used by Philips in its DVD video recorders. Despite not being authorised by the
DVD Forum, DVD+RW is claimed by its supporterd to be compatible with more DVD video players
than DVD−R and DVD+RW writers are found in PCs from quite a few manufacturers.

Kenny Hemphill is the editor and publisher of

The HDTV Tuner
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