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Mesothelioma − Cancer That Strikes 40 Years Later

By Rick Hendershot

Mesothelioma is a rare form of cancer in which malignant (cancerous) cells are found in the

mesothelium, a protective sac that covers most of the body's internal organs. Most people who develop
mesothelioma have worked on jobs where they inhaled asbestos particles.

In his article called "Knee Deep in Asbestos", freelance writer Phil Jones relates how when he was a
teenager he worked for a brief time in an asbestos mine in the Yukon. One of the features of daily life
was the constant presence of asbestos dust in the air. As Jones writes,

"There were employees that worked in the mill whose sole job was to sweep up the dust that fell on the
floor. There was so much of it that this was a constant ongoing job. The asbestos dust in the mill
actually fell almost like snow and covered the floor completely. Without sweepers there would probably
have been several inches of asbestos dust on the floor within an hour or so. In fact, I remember seeing
sweepers go by pushing their wide brooms and the new dust settling onto the floor behind them as
they walked."

This story illustrates a number of the more sinister aspects of the whole mesothelioma story.

First, over the course of many decades, countless workers were placed in work environments where
they were exposed to high levels of asbestos fibre with little protection. Their exposure to asbestos
fibres was constant and often took place over a very long period of time − in most cases, over many
years.

Second, the owners and managers of these work places were often either unaware of the risk of
mesothelioma, or they actively attempted to hide or cover up those risks.

Third, since the effects of exposure to asbestos fibre often do not become apparent for 30 or 40 years
after prolonged exposure, there often appeared to be no immediate health risk in these work
environments. This made it very difficult for workers or their representatives to make a convincing case
that worker health was being sacrificed on the altar of corporate greed.
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For more information about mesothelioma, the causes of mesothelioma, the effects of mesothelioma,
and the legal courses of action open to mesothelioma victims, see the link below.

Rick Hendershot is a writer, online publisher, and creator of the Linknet Publishing Network. see

http://www.sbo−linknet.com/products/article−program.shtml

For mesothelioma information see

Mesothelioma Advisors −

http://www.mesotheliomaadvisors.com
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[Please note that this article is not a subsitute for medical advise. You have permission to publish this
article in your web sites, ezines or electronic publication, as long as the piece is used in its entirety
including the resource box, all hyperlinks (clickable) and references and copyright info. ]

Mesothelioma is a type of cancer involving mesothelial tissues of body organs usually
lungs or abdominal. It is often caused by exposure to asbestos. However, there are
30−50% of patients without any history of asbestos exposure. People who have received
asbestos exposure of as little as one or two months to very low doses are at risk of
mesothelioma cancer. Even people who wash clothes of asbestos exposed people are at
risk. A person exposed to asbestos could develop mesothelioma after 50 years of exposure.

People in the occupations such as construction jobs in shipyards, insulators, boilermakers,
etc. are at the risk of contracting asbestos disease.

The 2 common types of mesothelioma are:
Pleural mesothelioma (lung cancer) and Peritoneal mesothelioma (abdomen organs).
The survival time for a patient with diffuse malignant mesothelioma is from 4 to 24 months
from the observance of the symptoms. Mesothelioma is also difficult to diagnose.

The chance of recovery for a patient with
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mesothelioma

depends on size and location of

the cancer, age of the patient and his response to the treatment. Presently, the treatment
options for mesotheliomas are:
Radiation therapy, Chemotherapy, Surgery and Photodynamic therapy. There is some
evidence that provitamin A or beta−carotene may decrease the risk of mesothelioma.
−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−
This article has been written by http://www.fatfreekitchen.com.
Visit the web site

http://www.fatfreekitchen.com/warning−signs/mesothelioma−cancer.html
for more information.
−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−
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