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Motorcycle Road Trips In North Florida: Jax Beach To Fernandina

By Michael Talbert

With bike week just around the corner, bikers from all over the country are pulling their motorcycles

out of winter storage and cleaning up their leathers in anticipation of a motorcycle rally like no other.
While Daytona is definitely the place to be the week of March 5th, Florida offers some great stretches
of road through pristine landscapes to some great biker destinations.

About an hour and a half north of Daytona on A1A lies the bustling beach community of Jacksonville
Beach, which is where we will meet for the start of our road trip− because, well, that's where I'm from!
On any given day you'll find bikes and bikers parked and hanging out at the Jax Beach Pier parking lot.
Just across the street is the famed biker bar Mango's, a great place for bikers to meet, have some
good home cooking and shoot some pool. Summer weekends will generally find some heavy metal
band performing outside on the covered deck. So put on your best leather motorcycle jacket and come
on out to Mango's to start our first north Florida road trip.

Our first day trip will start from Jax Beach and head north on A1A to Fernandina Beach, a quaint little
island town with its own unique attitude. If you follow A1A north, after bearing left at Mayport Naval
Station, you will be cruising through the marshlands at the mouth of the St. Johns River and come to a
dead end at the ferry in Mayport Village. A traditional fishing village, this is where most of north Florida
gets their seafood. Shrimp boats, party boats, and deep sea charters line the docks, and you can even
take a gambling cruise from here. If you're hungry, there's an old wooden shack sitting on the water
that serves some of the best seafood available. Singletons is not much to look at, but it's been there
forever and people drive for miles to sit on the water enjoying the freshest of Florida seafood, while
watching the pelicans scrounge for theirs.

Taking the ferry across the river, you'll once again pick up A1A heading north. To your right you'll soon
see a huge barren sandbar that was formed by the northern jetties at the mouth of the St. Johns. On
the eastern edge are the jetties, the Atlantic Ocean, and a beach that is packed with babes of all
shapes and sizes. The western side has a lagoon and the Fort George River inlet. A very wide beach
at low tide, vehicles have been swallowed up and swept away by the Atlantic because of people
parking just a little too close to the water, and taking a walk in the dunes. A great place for jet skiing,
swimming, fishing and surfing, Huguenot Park also has a campground with primitive and RV camp
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sites and showers.

For the next several miles, you will be cruising through some of the most pristine and unspoiled
wetlands in Florida. Island hopping through little and big Talbot Islands and the Timacuan Preserve,
this coastal area is one of the few in Florida untouched by development, and will theoretically remain
that way. Flora and Fauna abound, and nature lovers flock to the area in kayaks and flatboats to
navigate the waterways in search of trout and redfish.

Heading across the Nassau Sound Bridge to Florida's northern most barrier island, the developments
once again start to pop up. World renowned resort Amelia Island Plantation has vast acreages of
condos, single family houses, an Inn rivaled by none, and a huge convention center that draws
business from all over the world. A community within itself, the Plantation strives, and has done a good
job, of preserving the natural habitat.

Not to be outdone, the Ritz Carlton is just a few miles north and is also a magnet for the well to do, with
a golf course and all the pampering the Ritz is known for!

Almost there, we take A1A into downtown Fernandina Beach. An old fishing village like Mayport,
Fernandina is much larger and has many unique and historical buildings. The waterfront is speckled
with shrimp boats and deep sea charters, and Brent's is the restaurant on the docks. Fernandina
Beach also hosts an annual shrimp festival on the first weekend in May.

Ending our motorcycle excursion from Jacksonville Beach (about an hour non stop), our last stop is a
very popular watering hole for bikers and locals alike. The Palace Saloon has been there since 1878,
and although it burned in 1999, it has been restored to its original 18th century wooden décor. More of
a bar than a restaurant, this is where you get to know the locals, many of which are in the hospitality
industry and definitely know how to party hardy! With live bands, dancing, flirting and drinking, the
Palace Saloon is the place to party in Fernandina Beach!

In my next road trip article we'll head south on A1A to our nations oldest city. Founded by Ponce de
Leon in 1513 and home of the fountain of youth, this place is just a tiny little drinking town with a fishing
problem!

Michael Talbert lives, works, and plays in Jax Beach and is the owner/operator of Biker Leather Ltd.
Visit his websites,

http://JaxBeach−Pier.com

and

http://NakedLeatherBiker.com

.
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The Premiere Attraction State in Florida

By Nuttakorn Rattanachaisit

Sunshine States

Florida is called the " Sunshine State ", situated on a largw peninsula at the southern part of the United
States , just only 1,000 miles south of New York City . Florida is a flat sandy land about 100 miles wide
by 400 miles with many hundred miles of white sand beaches. Its climate is warm.

Florida is the premiere attraction state with more large parks, entertainment centers, history museums,
resorts, sports venues and tourist destinations.

Clearwater Beach , Florida

Sugary Sand Beaches

Leave the mainland and cross the bridge, you'll see the beauty of the Gulf of Mexico and Clearwater
Beach . Clearwater Beach is situated midway on Florida 's west coast, 30 minutes west of Tampa and
90 minutes west of Orlando . It is an island connected to its downtown by palm−lined Memorial
Causeway. Clearwater Beach is known for its sugary sand beaches.

Daytona Beach , Florida

Golfing Daytona

Daytona is known as Florida 's golf capital. Your golf vacation in Daytona Beach is as good for your
account as it is for your swing. Despite the vast selection of famous golf courses, the area is not as
expensive as you think. In spring , Daytona Beach is full of much more teenagers−college students,
rock bands and motorcycle buffs.

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

The Venice of America

Fort Lauderdale is a city in Florida's gold coast. It is 23 miles north of Miami with its more than 300
miles of navigable waterways and innumerable canals. Its landscape is lied with hundreds of parks,
golf courses, tennis courts and beaches.

Fort Myers Beach, Florida

The History of Fort Myers Beach

Fort Myers Beach shares its heritage with its namesake the city of Fort Myers. This city was once
home to the famous Seminole Indian Chief, Bill Bowlegs.
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Inverness, Florida

Florida's Nature Coast

Inverness is situated 10 minutes south of the Florida Turnpike's northern gate at Wildwood and five
minutes east of 1−75 to State Road 44. Its coast is kept as old Florida charm by preserving and
protecting acres of natural scenery.

Jacksonville, Florida

What's in the Northeast Florida

Jacksonville is at the northeastern tip of Florida, south of Georgia border, lies a huge land mass
encompassing city and country, swamp and ocean. One of the jacksonville's most popular attractions
is the Jacksonville Zoo.

Tampa, Florida

Adventure Island

Tampa is a medium−sized city. It is on Florida's Gulf Coast. Tampa's attractions are museums, large
parks like Busch Gardens, Adventure Island, Lowry Park Zoo, Florida Aquarium, arts center at the
Tampa Bay and leaving of cruise ships from the port of Tampa. You will not be disappeared if you
come to Tampa for sunshine and you will be surprised to discover its wonderful food−delicious, diverse
and exciting cuisine.

Nuttakorn Rattanachaisit is the founder and president of Direct Hotels Discount Network., a company
that provides hotel reservations services all over the world. Mr. Nuttakorn non−fiction work is widely
read throughout the Travel Industry. You can check it out at his website at:

http://www.direct−hotels−discount.com

info@direct−hotels−discount.com
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