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My Dog Has Fleas!

By Kirsten Hawkins

Fleas are a problem for dogs and their owners alike. These tiny insects will live on the body of your

dog, sucking the animal's blood and laying eggs. The bites and presence of fleas will cause the dog to
itch and if the dog happens to be allergic to fleas (the allergy is technically to the insects' saliva) it can
experience extreme itching, loss of fur in some places, inflammation, and infections. Regardless of
whether the dog has an allergy to flea saliva, infestations must be dealt with or they will go on and on
and the fleas will also infest your home, other pets, and can even live on humans. In short; you can be
directly and adversely affected by an uncontrolled flea infestation.

Detecting Fleas:

If you suspect that your dog has fleas because it's been scratching more than usual, there are ways to
check for their presence. Fleas are very small (about an eighth of an inch long), but visible to the naked
eye, and brownish in color. Because they prefer dark places they will try to hide beneath the dog's fur,
under the collar, or on the underbelly. Their fecal material can also be seen on the dog's coat and
looks like multiple black flecks or specks - almost like pepper. If fleas or their droppings are found it is
time to treat your dog to get rid of them.

Treating Your Dog for Fleas:

While flea collars, powders, and sprays may help to prevent infestations to some extent, they will not
help if the dog is already infested. When fleas are infesting a dog the female lays eggs at a rate of
about thirty per day. These eggs fall off the dog and into the carpet, soil, or wherever the dog may be.
In these areas they hatch and pupate, eventually growing into adult fleas which can then re−infest the
dog. In order to halt the cycle all the fleas on the dog and in the environment must be killed or the life
cycle must be interrupted.

There are several flea treatments available for dogs, but one of the best is an oral medication that will
not kill adult fleas, but does kill the eggs and larva. This interrupts the flea life cycle and prevents them
from coming back, as long as the dog is not continually exposed to new fleas. If that is happening, the
source must be cleaned of fleas whether it is the carpet, the environment, or other dogs with which
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your pet associates.

Fleas can be a real nuisance for dogs and their owners, but catching them and treating the dog quickly
is the key to eliminating the infestation and preventing the insects' return.

Kirsten Hawkins is a dog lover and animal expert from Nashville, TN. Visit

http://www.doghealth411.com/

for more information on dog health, the care of dogs, and dog travel.

Preventing Your Dog From Catching Diseases

By Jack Russell

Like any other pet, dogs, if not properly cared and maintained, could get diseases. Here are some
parasites that cause dog diseases.

− Heartworm. Mosquito bites cause heartworm to exist in a dog and will reside in your pet's heart and
nearby blood vessels. A dog infected by heartworms looks dull and may even have a chronic cough. If
possible, ask your veterinarian if your dog could be given a heartworm medication when it is the
season of mosquitoes.

− Hookworm. Hookworms can be given by the mother dog to a puppy during the nursing period or even
before birth. Hookworms cause dog anemia and appetite loss.

− Roundworm. The transmittal of roundworms is very much like how hookworms get transmitted in a
dog. An infected dog usually has a potbelly. Roundworms cause pneumonia, diarrhea, dehydration,
stunted growth, and vomiting.

− Tapeworm. A dog gets tapeworms if it swallows fleas that are larvae−laden. Much of the symptoms
that are obvious rarely show, but in the dog's feces, you could see deposits of rice−like appearance.

− Whipworm. A dog infected with whipworms may have diarrhea and other ailments like, stool mucus,
and serious bowel inflammation. Extreme weight loss is also a symptom caused by whipworms.

− Fleas. Fleas, the commonest among external parasites, cause the dog to continuously scratch
various parts of the body. This results to fur loss. Ask your veterinarian on a good flea−control program,
since fleas could become resistant to some products over time.

− Lice. Lice can infect less common compared with fleas. Plus, they can be controlled easier.

− Ticks. Ticks can pose more serious problems than fleas because diseases like Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever, or Lyme disease, can be contracted with ticks. Tweezers can be used to remove ticks
one by one. If you do not know how to remove ticks properly and carefully, ask your vet first. If you do
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know how, ticks should be placed in a can with soap and water.

Treating dog diseases

Some ways of treating dog diseases that your vet might use:

− Pills

− Liquid medicine

− Eye drops and ointment

− Ear drops and ointment

With proper care and prevention, your pet dog would be generally free and safe from various diseases.
If you notice something's wrong with your dog, immediately consult with your vet. You will never know
what might happen.

Jack Russell is a a long time dog fancier, visit his Dog Resources Blog and download his Free Dog
Owners Handbook − it's Dog Gone Good!

http://www.daveshealthbuzz.com/dogcare/
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