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Myspace: The Insider's Guide To Underground Advertising

By Sandra Neely

Just a couple of months ago, I decided I would try to figure out what this whole MySpace thing was

about. I was hearing the name "MySpace" more and more on television, the radio, and virtually
everywhere.

I began to realize that I needed to check into MySpace and explore the unique opportunities that
MySpace offers. I wanted to know a few things. First, I wanted to know who was using MySpace?
What were people doing with MySpace and how could it benefit someone like me, a webmaster and
business owner?

I assumed that MySpace was being utilized as sort of a teen dating type of place where teens got
together, chatted, met other teens, and things like that. All of the advertising of MySpace had seemed
to me to have been directed at young audiences. I created a profile and was on my way to researching
this latest phenomeona.

At first, it seemed my initial assumption was correct. There were indeed a lot of teens utilizing
MySpace. After awhile I noticed that the users of MySpace weren't all teenagers. There were a number
of independent label bands there to promote their music, business owners, webmasters, artists, web
designers, and young entrepreneurs to name just a few. They were promoting themselves, their
businesses, their talents, and anything else they could.

MySpace offered the unique opportunity for anyone to create a simple webpage, build membership by
adding mass amounts of friends, get spidered quickly, and advertise through the use of bulletin
postings to their friend base. I was blown away by the possibilities. I then wondered, how many of the
other "beautiful people" profiles were actually beautiful people, and how many were actually creating
these profiles for another purpose.

Used in the right way, MySpace can be a very useful tool in advertising of any kind. You can quickly
get a profile up and running with only an email address needed. It helps if you use a picture of some
type in your profile. Some choose to use a revealing picture or just a great looking "spokesmodel" for
their profile. Having a picture on your profile will greatly increase your ability to add friends. Another
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way to improve your ability to add friends is a great looking profile. This is just a matter of finding or
creating a great layout, generating the html code and pasting the code in the "about me" section of
your profile. There are many MySpace resource sites out there which make this process super−easy.
The one I suggest is

http://www.friendstorm.com

. A lot of the MySpace resource sites are covered with

pop up ads and flashy advertising. Friendstorm.com offers some great ready−made MySpace layouts,
generators, codes, videos, led scrolling signs and a lot more. They're the largest MySpace resource
site I've found and it seems as though they keep rolling out new features all the time.

After you "pimp your profile" as they call it, now it's time to gather friends. You can achieve this any
number of ways. If you want to target "friends" in a particular area or demographic, simply utilize the
search feature on MySpace and enter the criteria that you're looking for. Then you simply visit their
profile and click on Add Friend. An email will be sent to that person and they will either accept you as
their "friend" or deny you. Chances are if you have a picture and a nice looking profile, most people will
add you because they too like to collect friends.

Another way to increase your friends on your profile is to become a featured profile on a high traffic
MySpace related site. Again, Friendstorm.com offers featured profiles on their front page and a profile
train which you can join for free. Usually a featured profile will get you more friend adds than simply
joining a friend train but every little bit helps.

After you accumulate a fair amount of friends you can do a few more things to promote your website,
band, talent, or business. After you become someone's "friend" you are able to post comments on their
pages. Most will even allow you to include live links in your comment on their page. It's helpful if you
include some type of personal message about that person or their profile above the link. You can also
send a message or an email directly to any person on MySpace, however I find this method to be the
least effective for advertising/promotion. It's a good way, however, to network with other people with
the same interests as yourself.

One last, and very effective way to promote or advertise is through the use of bulletin posts. Bulletin
posts are messages/advertisements that are sent out to everyone on your friends list. They are not
considered spam because these people have agreed to be your friend and accept everything that goes
along with that. Allowing bulletin posts and comments go along with being a "friend". You'll need to
think of a catchy title for your bulletin post in order to increase the likelihood of it actually being read.
It's a good idea to view other people's postings to get an idea of what kinds of things get your attention.
Beware however that if you bulletin too often or use the same title every time, you may be deleted from
some people's friends lists thereby undoing some of the hardwork that you did.

MySpace, it seems, is around to stay. It is a great way to promote yourself, your business, your cause,
your dog, or whatever it is that you want to get out there. Don't overlook this easy tool in your quest for
advertising and promotion. Big name companies, celebrities, models, actors and lots of others have
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recognized what an important tool MySpace can be, you should too.

Sandra Neely is a writer, business owner and frequent contributor to many websites. She invites
everyone to keep an open mind when exploring sites like

http://www.friendstorm.com

there are

numerous opportunities in underground marketing.

The Myspace Craze - Info For Parents

By Gabriel Adams

Everyone has a Myspace account these days. You can find almost anything on myspace, from love,
games, books, movies, music, and even friends. One of the most intriguing things about myspace to
me is the web templates that the web site provides to its users. These templates can be modified in
many different ways to produce millions of different myspace web pages. Also biographical information
along with quotes and other miscellaneous information are easily entered into this template. It seems
to me that many of the users on myspace are just trying to keep in touch with old friends, but some
users are looking for a "good time". Also it seems that some users are just on myspace to try to get as
many "friends" to add them to their lists as they can. The only thing that worries me about myspace is
the amount of younger children that have pages on the site.

I have seen many different news shows lately about sexual predators that try to lure young children
into a meeting with them for sex. I am afraid that myspace makes this much easier for these sexual
predators to find children, because it basically gives them a direct link to them. I guess as with all
things, parents need to keep an eye on their children, and make sure that they are not getting
themselves into anything that they should not be getting into.

My wife and I recently had a son, so now I am really taking an interest into anything that I think can
harm him. I think that the information that is provided on myspace can really do some harm if it falls
into the wrong hands. I do not think that I will ever allow my son to be online in a room by himself
without myself or my wife with him, because I am afraid that a sexual predator might lure him into a
meeting. Just remember that myspace is like many other things in life - most people use its power for
good, but a few use it for evil. So just be sure that you supervise your kids and keep them safe.

For good, safe fun, check out our Myspace Games Codes at

http://redpython.com/
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