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By Sebastien Veilleux
In part one of our NFL week two preview, we will look at four NFL games. I'll review the following

games: Bills at Dolphins, Panthers at Vikings, Browns at Bengals, and Lions at Bears. Is there such a
thing as a must win game this early in the season? For a couple of these teams, that's a very real
reality. Let's take a look.

Buffalo Bills at Miami Dolphins

Last week was more of the same for the Buffalo Bills. They played a good game and then made a
mistake at the end to lose it. Bills quarterback J.P. Losman needs to learn not to run around in his own
end zone with the ball. His mistake led to a safety by the Patriots, which led to a Bills loss by two
points. Meanwhile, the Dolphins are playing on extended rest. They discovered that despite all the
hype, they still have work to do.

Pick: Dolphins Why? They have a 78.8% winning percentage in home openers.

Carolina Panthers at Minnesota Vikings

The Panthers may be without Steve Smith again. They looked horrible in last week's loss to the Atlanta
Falcons. Even if Smith returns, this team has issues. Now they go on the road to face a Vikings team
that's fresh off a thrilling Monday night win in Washington. The Panthers are in a must win situation.
They can't afford to go down 0-2. The Vikings are playing on a short week and that may be a
factor——especially for their older QB Brad Johnson.

Pick: Vikings Why? Vikings will play good at home and Carolina will be shocked again.

Cleveland Browns at Cincinnati Bengals

Here's a story of two teams going different ways. The Bengals are fresh off their win in Kansas City.

The Browns struggled against New Orleans——granted the Saints are slightly better this season. Carson
Palmer is back and looks to be as good as ever for the Bengals. The Browns are struggling to find
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themselves.
Pick: Bengals Why? They are the better team and at home——pretty simple.
Detroit Lions at Chicago Bears

The Detroit Lions looked pretty good in their loss at Seattle——defensively. As for the offense, well that
was missing. The Bears shut down the Packers and handed Brett Favre his first career shutout. The
Bears defense was all over the ball. The Lions must leave their friendly confines and travel to Soldier
Field to play a nasty Bears team. The Bears offense is still suspect, but they should get the job done.
All indicators point to the Bears winning by 7+ in this one.

Pick: Bears Why? They will score 14+ points and limit the Lions offense to field goals.
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The Largest Professional Sports Team
By Jena Luthovski

In America, the largest professional American football is the National Football League. It is made up
thirty—two teams that come from American cities and regions. The league is made up of two
conferences called the American Football League (AFC) and the National Football Conference (NFC).
Each conference is then divided into four divisions that are made up of 4 teams and the four divisions
are called East, West, North and South.

A regular NFL season is sixteen games. The season is played from September to January. Each team
is allowed to one week off. When the regular season ends, six teams play in tournament called the
NFL playoffs. The tournament is a single—elimination, meaning that one team only has one chance to
win. If they lose that one game, they are out of the tournament and get to rest, wondering how they can
make it to the championship next year. The championship is called the Super Bowl and most
Americans watch it on TV. They either watch it at home with their family or friends or at bars if they are
feeling lonely. The championship is one of the biggest American TV events. The game is held two
weeks after the last playoff game in city that has an NFL team or a popular college stadium. One year,
it was held only one week after the last playoff game. The reason was because the league had
stopped to honor the people who had died in the 9/11 World Trade Center tragedy. After the Super
Bowl, one week later, the Pro Bowl is played between the NFC and the AFC. The Pro Bowl teams are
made up of the best players in the league.

The schedule and the game in the NFL are very much controlled by TV. Nothing happens without it
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being documented by a TV camera. When the camera is off, there is no action in an NFL game. Game
play only occurs in a game when the cameras are on. It is one of the major reasons that an NFL game
is three hours long. By the clock, an NFL game should only be an hour and fifteen minutes. The game
is divided into quarters that are only 15 minutes long. There is fifteen minutes for what is called a
halftime. Every time there is some sort of break in the play, they go to a commercial. During the
commercials, the players are not playing. The schedule is now being changed to make sure that the
best teams play on Sunday night. They do not want the slaughters that usually occur on Monday nights
when the weakest teams end up playing each other. Weak games mean that no will watch them. They
want the strongest teams to play on Sunday night so they will do everything possible to make sure that
there are good games on that night.

Jena Luthowski writes about
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