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By Sebastien Veilleux
In part three of our NFL week two preview, we will look at four NFL games. I'll review the following

games: Buccaneers at Falcons, Cardinals at Seahawks, Rams at 49ers and Chiefs at Broncos. There
are some good matchups in this group. A couple of teams look to prove themselves this week. Let's
take a look.

Tampa Bay Buccaneers at Atlanta Falcons

The Buccaneers failed to show up last Sunday against the Baltimore Ravens. This Sunday they will
travel to Atlanta to face an inspired Falcons team. Atlanta got revenge on Sunday as they beat up
division favorite Carolina. Vick is showing a tendency to pass first and run second even more this year
so far. Will the Falcons have the motivation to fight against a Buccaneers team that's trying not to go
0-27? History says no. Tampa Bay is 15-10 against the Falcons, including 3-0 over the last three
meetings.

Pick: Tampa Bay Why? | look for them to get back on track.

Arizona Cardinals at Seattle Seahawks

Seattle had a good scare last week when they struggled against the Lions in Detroit. There was a
moment in the 4th quarter where the Lions could have taken the lead and really put the pressure on
Seattle. However, like a Super Bowl quality team, the Seahawks offense motored down the field and
kicked a game winning field goal as time expired. The Cardinals showed improvement as they

defeated the 49ers. They get their first real test of the season this week.

Pick: Seahawks Why? They always struggle in week 1 games on the road. They are much better than
Arizona.

St. Louis Rams at San Francisco 49ers
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The Rams offense was suspect last week against Denver. They needed 6 field goals to get past the
Broncos. The 49ers showed some improvement as their QB Alex Smith threw a TD pass. Why is this
significant? Smith threw only 1 all of last season, which came in the last game of the year. For the
Rams, it's a simple game plan. Get Jackson to rush for 100+ yards and go home a winner. They are
38-0 when having a 100-yard rusher. The 49ers defense is too soft to stop the run.

Pick: Rams Why? | don't see the 49ers stopping the run and | like the 38-0 stat. The Rams, while not a
playoff caliber team, are much better than the 49ers.

Kansas City Chiefs at Denver Broncos

It was a bad start for both teams. The Kansas City Chiefs got the worst of it. Not only did they lose to
the Bengals, they lost their starting QB Trent Green. He could be out for the season after taking that
nasty hit. The Broncos stumbled around in their first game, but that might have been expected. They
did the same thing last season and look how they finished.

Pick: Broncos Why? The Chiefs are starting Huard and he could be mistake prone. It doesn't matter
though. The Broncos will get back on track at home. Plummer is already looking over his shoulder, as
fans are getting antsy.
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The Largest Professional Sports Team
By Jena Luthovski

In America, the largest professional American football is the National Football League. It is made up
thirty—two teams that come from American cities and regions. The league is made up of two
conferences called the American Football League (AFC) and the National Football Conference (NFC).
Each conference is then divided into four divisions that are made up of 4 teams and the four divisions
are called East, West, North and South.

A regular NFL season is sixteen games. The season is played from September to January. Each team
is allowed to one week off. When the regular season ends, six teams play in tournament called the
NFL playoffs. The tournament is a single—elimination, meaning that one team only has one chance to
win. If they lose that one game, they are out of the tournament and get to rest, wondering how they can
make it to the championship next year. The championship is called the Super Bowl and most
Americans watch it on TV. They either watch it at home with their family or friends or at bars if they are
feeling lonely. The championship is one of the biggest American TV events. The game is held two
weeks after the last playoff game in city that has an NFL team or a popular college stadium. One year,
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it was held only one week after the last playoff game. The reason was because the league had
stopped to honor the people who had died in the 9/11 World Trade Center tragedy. After the Super
Bowl, one week later, the Pro Bowl is played between the NFC and the AFC. The Pro Bowl teams are
made up of the best players in the league.

The schedule and the game in the NFL are very much controlled by TV. Nothing happens without it
being documented by a TV camera. When the camera is off, there is no action in an NFL game. Game
play only occurs in a game when the cameras are on. It is one of the major reasons that an NFL game
is three hours long. By the clock, an NFL game should only be an hour and fifteen minutes. The game
is divided into quarters that are only 15 minutes long. There is fifteen minutes for what is called a
halftime. Every time there is some sort of break in the play, they go to a commercial. During the
commercials, the players are not playing. The schedule is now being changed to make sure that the
best teams play on Sunday night. They do not want the slaughters that usually occur on Monday nights
when the weakest teams end up playing each other. Weak games mean that no will watch them. They
want the strongest teams to play on Sunday night so they will do everything possible to make sure that
there are good games on that night.
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