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Roughly speaking, a "banner" is a large flexible sign or poster that can be hung up and taken down
without a lot of trouble. The most common material for banners these days is rugged, versatile,
durable, and good looking PVC −− vinyl. A vinyl banner is usually portable and often used in a short
term situation, like a convention or trade show, or as a temporary substitute for a more permanent sign
which will come later.

The great advantage of banners is that they are flexible and lightweight. So they can be transported by
being rolled up or folded. They are also quite inexpensive when compared to the alternatives.

In the not−so−distant past a banner could only be created by sticking letters down on a vinyl, paper, or
fabric backing material, or by using a relatively complicated and graphically limited process like silk
screening.

The "digital revolution" changed all that. Printing machines are now available that can print directly on
both indoor and outdoor grade vinyl in stunningly beautiful FULL COLOR. That means when designing
a vinyl banner a graphic designer can often take the same files she uses for her client's magazine ad
or company brochure, blow them up −− as long as they have sufficient resolution for banner printing −−
and print them directly on a very durable piece of vinyl.

The internet is probably your best source for vinyl banners. Why? Because you have a choice of many
suppliers, many of whom specialize in this sort of product. Prices are usually very competitive from
online vinyl banner suppliers, and they usually have the design, production, and delivery process down
to a science.
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All suppliers don't use the same process

But not all suppliers use the same process or the same equipment. Some use silk screening, some use
low end ink jet printers, and some use higher end solvent digital printers. It is important to know the
difference between these, and often you cannot tell by looking at the descriptions provided to you on
supplier websites.

Silk screening is an older "low tech" process which still remains an important method of printing certain
things that cannot be done "digitally". Silk screen is often used to print on odd ball materials, or
wherever special inks are required −− like metallic colors, solid dense colors on a dark background, or
colors that have to be closely matched (such as corporate logo colors). You can do process color ("4
color") using a silk screen process. But it is generally not the best choice. The cost of preparing the
screens makes it prohibitive for doing small quantities.

Lower end ink jet printers are sometimes used to print on vinyl. The problem with this process is that
the inks are usually "dye−based". The bottom line is that these inks are meant for indoor applications
and short term outdoor use. Normally they are quickly faded by UV from the sun, and they are also
susceptible to scratching and water will damage the image. Some suppliers try to overcome these
problems by "UV−laminating" the vinyl after it is printed −− coating the vinyl with a clear laminate
designed to protect the surface. This adds significantly to production costs, takes additional time,
makes finishing more difficult, and is still an inferior product when compared to vinyl printed with
legitimate solvent inks.

When you're ordering a vinyl banner for outdoor use, or one that you hope will last a couple of years,
you're best bet is to go with a true solvent ink process. Especially when there is no significant price
difference. If you don't, you will be disappointed. Non−solvent inks do not resist sunlight or moisture,
and scratch easily.

Some equipment manufacturers (especially Roland) have marketed machines that use a "solvent−like"
ink. They claim these solvent−light products have all the features of solvent ink without the drawbacks
(solvent machines are more expensive and the inks harder to work with). But in our experience −− yes,
we got burned with one of these over−priced machines −− the product just does not stand up. The
surface is much too soft and therefore scratches easily.

Other manufacturers (e.g., HP, Epson, Colorspan) have tried for years to create water−based inks that
have the durability of solvent. But, we have tried all of these systems, and our experience is that they
just do not cut it.

So when you're ordering a vinyl banner for outdoor use, or one that you hope will last a couple of
years, your best bet is to go with a true solvent ink process. Especially when there is no significant
price difference.

For more information, go to America−Banners.com or Tradeshow−Display−Experts.com
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Vinyl Banner as a Powerful Marketing Tool

By Carla San Gaspar

Vinyl banner is one of the most important advertising medium that is used at present.

Businesses regard them as an efficient tool for marketing because it can easily introduce products and
services without spending too much time doing a house−to−house campaign. Mainly they are valuable
campaign material because they encompass a huge feature that makes them visibly seen even from a
distance.

With the numerous advantages contributed in the market banners had been regarded as a powerful
marketing tool. And as of peoples choice and as well as the demands in the market these vinyl
banners had been a valuable tool for product campaign and for event announcement.

What makes vinyl banner different from other campaign materials?
Well taking this into consideration vinyl banners are designed and printed only through the highest
quality materials and groundbreaking printing equipments. They can be designed based on customers
specification or even let the remarkable company do the job for them.

Banner Printing Processes
The production of printed vinyl banners can be done using different printing processes.

One of the key processes to make a good banner is through custom banner printing. Custom vinyl
banner printing works out to develop unique design prints for your banners. This printing process is
beneficial particularly to businesses who wants create a unique presentation and as well as for those
who wants to stand out among their competitors.

Digital printing in this process vinyl banners are printed making use of the 4 color digitally printed
photographic indoor and outdoor banners. With this method you can choose to produce different
banners of any size, color and any designs. This application can merely set yourself apart from your
competitors.

Additionally as part of the printing process this vinyl banners can also be developed for outdoor and
indoor use. With the application of large format printing you can bring into life your poster banner
prints. Sequentially you can have them printed with variety of quality materials such as papers, backlit
media, out door vinyl and many more. With the digital printing equipment applied to it for sure your
material will shine out.

With the different printing processes mentioned for sure you will be able to come up with the desired
design and print for your material.

However before deciding to where to render your printing projects you have to rightfully choose for the
company who has the capability to perform your printing jobs. Though there are lots of commercial
printers offering vinyl banner printing services not all of them can provide the service that you are
aiming for. Remember in any material presented in the market quality must always be foreseen before
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anything else.

Please visit Poster Printing USA site at

for comments and inquiries regarding this article.
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