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"Note To Self" −− Creating A Wedding Time Capsule

By Blake Kritzberg

One of the wedding trends that's really revving up brides today is the addition of a time capsule to

the wedding prep proceedings. Yes, the wedding time capsule is a growing trend −− to the point where
you can buy a pre−made kit from many web sites.

In kit form, your wedding time capsule takes the form of an attractive tin, in which you place various
mementos −− photos, videos −− as well as predictions for the future; then, you seal it all up with some
festive stickers, to help discourage premature peeking. You decide ahead of time how long you'll wait
until you open it again −− your 10th anniversary? 25th anniversary? And then you write a stern directive
to yourself on the tin to help you keep to the agreement.

Although most people equate "time capsule" with "something you bury in the ground," burying your
wedding time capsule isn't a great idea. Not only does that subject the contents to extreme
temperature variations, but with the US Census recently reporting that the average American moves
every five years, chances of you leaving behind a buried capsule before the hoped−for anniversary rolls
around are high indeed. Instead, keep yours out of the elements and somewhere relatively kind −−
avoid damp attics, but a climate−controlled closet would be just perfect.

Some of us just like to do things our own way, and a wedding time capsule is no exception. Of course
you can create your own! And a great way to do that is to get close friends and relatives in on the fun.
Have them scribble up some predictions −− or perhaps marital advice. Take advantage of a
pre−wedding party to snap photos of your intimates, and tuck the photos into the capsule. If you really
want to motivate people to get involved, hold some kind of drawing for participants, such as a wedding
raffle −− give away a box of fine cigars, a bottle of bubbly or even an afternoon at a spa.

While you're letting others in on the action, there are number of ways to go about it. One is to compose
a list of predictions for everyone to guess at −− the whole experience is similar to filling out a junior high
slam book, and just as fun. For example, ask participants to predict:

How many children you'll have, what kind of household robots you'll have, how many career changes
you've gone through, what major nation we're closest to, and which one we're mad at,
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what animal is the trendiest pet,

... and so on.

Another is to ask your wedding party and close friends to compose short letters to you. Give them each
envelopes, and instruct them to tell you on the outside when it's time to open the envelope. Some will
simply say "fifth anniversary," "10th anniversary," or "when your first child is born." Others will get more
creative −− and you'll probably find it's terrific fun to stretch out the time capsule concept in this
inventive, unpredictable way.

Blake Kritzberg is editor at "FavorIdeas.com." Stop by for wedding time capsule kits and daily celebrity
wedding news, plus great butterfly wedding favors and butterfly theme ideas.

http://www.favorideas.com

How to Make a Time Capsule

By Nancy Wurtzel

Looking for an unusual and memorable gift? Why not preserve a slice of history by creating a time
capsule for your loved one?

A personalized time capsule can be made for any special event, such as a birthday, wedding
anniversary, graduation or even the birth of a child. Your personally designed time capsule preserves
history, popular culture, special memories and can help link generations of a family together. It is a
unique and thoughtful gift that will be appreciated and long remembered.

There are a number of steps to keep in mind when creating a time capsule gift.

MAKE YOUR OWN HISTORY

Traditionally, a time capsule provides a "snapshot" of a specific day in history. Consequently, if you
are making a capsule to welcome a new baby into the family, then you would focus on the baby's birth
date −− what was happening in the world and with the baby's family on that day. On the other hand, if
the capsule is to mark your grandparents' 50th wedding anniversary, you probably want to make it
more of a "retrospective" on their many years of marriage.

TIME CAPSULE 101

1. Start Early. The best part of any time capsule is the thought and preparation that goes into it. Be
sure that you don't rush the process. If you leave everything until the last minute, it will look that way!

2. Choose a Container. Think cool and dry when you search for just the right container. Check online
for affordable time capsules and you will find a variety of styles. Some will even engrave the person's
name on your selected capsule. However, to make it very simple, you can make your own capsule by
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choosing a sturdy metal container that can be properly sealed.

3. Select an Unsealing Date. Perhaps you want to set a significant date, such as a child's 21st
birthday, a couple's silver wedding anniversary or return from military service. Most people give their
time capsule to the recipient unsealed so additional items can be added. However, you can seal it
before it is presented and have the contents be a total surprise when it is opened.

4. Put it in Writing. This is especially important if the time capsule will be opened far in the future.
Make a capsule document that details everything about it, including the contents, unsealing date,
purpose of the capsule and who should be present when it is unsealed. Then keep it in a safe place.

5. Storing the Time Capsule. Although you may be tempted, it is not advisable to bury your capsule.
You are likely to move or forget exactly where it is buried, and the contents could be damaged by the
elements. It's a better idea to give the capsule a special place in your home −− perhaps the fireplace
mantle or on the family piano. Let the capsule become a conversation piece as you show it to friends

and family and talk about its significance.

CAPSULE CONTENTS

The key to a meaningful time capsule is to make it personal, relevant and interesting. Following are
some ideas on items to include and more importantly a few to leave out.

First, it is strongly recommended not to include food, drinks or liquids. Basically, anything that could
ruin the contents or create a bad odor. Instead, consider coins, money, stamps, a small keepsake
album, newspapers and magazines. Write a letter explaining the time capsule's purpose −− be sure to
use acid−free paper that won't deteriorate as quickly. Cards and photos are an excellent choice, but
consider layering them with acid−free paper as well.

If you are making the capsule for a person with special interests, try to incorporate their personality into
the contents. For instance, a political junkie will enjoy campaign buttons and literature. Someone who
is a golf fanatic will love golf paraphernalia or the signature of a famous golfer. A college graduate will
get a kick out of seeing the plastic and metal "character" style toys that kids were playing with when he
was born.

You can choose contents that are more lighthearted and funny or more serious and reflective. Just
remember that you set the tone.

To learn about the history of the time capsule and how to register your personally created capsule,
please visit the All About Baby website at

http://www.allbaby.com

Nancy Wurtzel founded her ecommerce business, All About Baby, in 1995, All About Baby at
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specializes in personalized and memorable gifts for children. Ms. Wurtzel also

consults with small businesses seeking to enter the marketplace.

nancy@allbaby.com
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