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Notre Dame Football Tickets — A Lineage Of Legendary Coaches
By Jay Nault
Notre Dame football tickets are a treasure, as millions of fans around the world sit on the edge of

their seats every time the Fighting Irish play a game. The Irish can boast of a long and incredibly
successful football history, and the academic reputation of the school is commensurate with the team's
on-field success. The best way to look at the history of this storied program is to break it down into
periods of coaching, as the team has been competing at a high level for over 100 years.

Early Years

The Irish endured humble beginnings, and were beaten regularly by what would become their
arch-rival, the University of Michigan. However, the team finally broke through against the Wolverines
in 1909, and Michigan refused to play Notre Dame again for 33 years. Their 11-3 win represented their
biggest triumph since the program began in 1887, and set the stage for the arrival of their first coaching
legend.

The Rockne Era

Kenneth "Knute" Rockne arrived on campus in 1918, and immediately took the program to new
heights. Rockne posted a record of 105 wins and 12 losses with 5 ties in his 13 seasons as coach, and
the Irish won six national championships and enjoyed five undefeated seasons. Rockne also coached
several playing legends, including George "The Gipper" Gipp and the Four Horsemen. Thanks to
Rockne, the Irish had become the premier college football program in the United States. However,
Rockne tragically died in a plane crash in 1931, and the program suffered for a time because of this
unexpected loss.

The Leahy Era

Frank Leahy arrived in South Bend in 1941, and he coached Notre Dame until 1953. However, Leahy
did leave the program in 1944 and 1945 to fight in World War Il. Leahy posted a record nearly equal to
Rockne's, and he posted six undefeated seasons. Leahy also guided the team to 39 games without a
loss, and oversaw one of the greatest eras in the history of Notre Dame football. Much like after
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Rockne left, Notre Dame football struggled for ten years until another legendary coach arrived.

The Parseghian Era

Ara Parseghian arrived in 1964, and he, like Leahy, immediately restored Notre Dame to its customary
place at the top of the college football world. Parseghian won nearly 100 games in only nine seasons,
and he ushered in a new phenomenon in Notre Dame football tickets by helping to end the policy of not
playing in bowl games in 1969. Under Parseghian, the team won two more national championships
and its first bowl games.

Modern Era

Several other coaches have followed these legends with varying degrees of success. Dan Devine
continued the success with another national championship, but his successor, Gerry Faust, never
enjoyed more than seven wins during the regular season.

Lou Holtz followed Faust, and he led the Irish to their most recent national championship to date in
1988. Following Holtz, the Irish struggled with the likes of Bob Davie and Tyrone Willingham, but their
current coach, Charlie Weis, has shown great promise during his short time in South Bend.

Notre Dame football has also allowed fans to see a plethora of great players, but their program was put
together by a string of Hall of Fame coaches. These transcendent leaders are the main reason that
Notre Dame football tickets are so special, and why Notre Dame is still seen as the premier college
football program in the country.
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Notre Dame Squeaks By Yellow Jackets
By Sebastien Veilleux

Number 2 Notre Dame squeaked by the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets on Saturday 14-10. At one point
in the game, the Fighting Irish were down 10-0. Scores in the 2nd and 3rd quarter helped Notre Dame
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take a 14-10 lead, which was the final score. Was this really the number two team in the country? This
win over unranked Georgia Tech was very unimpressive. After all the touting of Notre Dame in the
offseason, | expect much more out of them.

Next up for Notre Dame is ranked Penn State who beat up on Akron 34-16. The task will be much
tougher for Notre Dame. Despite only putting up two touchdowns, the offense did move for 384 yards,
including a critical fourth down conversion. Notre Dame also won the time of possession game by ten
minutes.

Notre Dame QB Brady Quinn was 23 of 38 for 246 yards. He didn't throw any touchdowns, but he
didn't throw any interceptions either. It was a fairly decent start for Quinn. He opened the Fighting Irish
scoring by scampering for a 5 yard run as time was expiring in the first half. That score almost didn't
happen. This game could have been much different.

Darius Walker, RB for Notre Dame, took 22 caries and was 1 yard off from a 100 yard game. His
longest run of the day was 19 yards. In the 3rd quarter, he scored on a 13 yard run with 6:33 left. The
receivers were not too impressive when you take into account that the bulk of McKnight's and
Samardzija's yards came from a single play. McKnight had a 44 yard catch and finished with 108
yards. Samardzija got 42 of his 74 yards from a single play.

For the Yellow Jackets, Travis Ball was 12 for 24——just 50% accuracy——for 140 yards and a TD. That
strike came as time wound down in the first quarter. Reggie Ball connected on a 4 yard TD pass with
Calvin Johnson. Ball was also the leading rusher for Georgia Tech. He had 11 carries for 55 yards. His
longest run went for 17 yards.

Next week we should get a more accurate gauge of this Notre Dame team. Perhaps they just came out
flat for this one. Their offense must do a better job next week against Penn State if they want to stay in
the game. Georgia Tech gets a lighter game in Samford next week.
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