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Notre Dame Squeaks By Yellow Jackets

By Sebastien Veilleux

Number 2 Notre Dame squeaked by the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets on Saturday 14−10. At one

point in the game, the Fighting Irish were down 10−0. Scores in the 2nd and 3rd quarter helped Notre
Dame take a 14−10 lead, which was the final score. Was this really the number two team in the
country? This win over unranked Georgia Tech was very unimpressive. After all the touting of Notre
Dame in the offseason, I expect much more out of them.

Next up for Notre Dame is ranked Penn State who beat up on Akron 34−16. The task will be much
tougher for Notre Dame. Despite only putting up two touchdowns, the offense did move for 384 yards,
including a critical fourth down conversion. Notre Dame also won the time of possession game by ten
minutes.

Notre Dame QB Brady Quinn was 23 of 38 for 246 yards. He didn't throw any touchdowns, but he
didn't throw any interceptions either. It was a fairly decent start for Quinn. He opened the Fighting Irish
scoring by scampering for a 5 yard run as time was expiring in the first half. That score almost didn't
happen. This game could have been much different.

Darius Walker, RB for Notre Dame, took 22 caries and was 1 yard off from a 100 yard game. His
longest run of the day was 19 yards. In the 3rd quarter, he scored on a 13 yard run with 6:33 left. The
receivers were not too impressive when you take into account that the bulk of McKnight's and
Samardzija's yards came from a single play. McKnight had a 44 yard catch and finished with 108
yards. Samardzija got 42 of his 74 yards from a single play.

For the Yellow Jackets, Travis Ball was 12 for 24−−just 50% accuracy−−for 140 yards and a TD. That
strike came as time wound down in the first quarter. Reggie Ball connected on a 4 yard TD pass with
Calvin Johnson. Ball was also the leading rusher for Georgia Tech. He had 11 carries for 55 yards. His
longest run went for 17 yards.

Next week we should get a more accurate gauge of this Notre Dame team. Perhaps they just came out
flat for this one. Their offense must do a better job next week against Penn State if they want to stay in
the game. Georgia Tech gets a lighter game in Samford next week.
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AP Top 25 College Football Teams Week 2

By Sebastien Veilleux

The new AP TOP 25 college football poll is out and it's pretty much as expected. Ohio State remains
number one. Texas is number two. These two teams go to war this week in Texas. One will be left
standing with championship hopes. Last season it was a great game. Texas managed to take home
the win and it propelled them to the national championship. USC makes a move from 6th in the
preseason to 3rd. They looked very impressive in their win this week.

Auburn and Notre Dame are tied for fourth. Notre Dame was #2 in the preseason poll, so they slip a
few notches here. Their game against Georgia Tech was not impressive. I thought they might slip
down a few more places because of their "just get by" game play. I don't even know how they received
8 first place votes. That's 8 people who evidently don't watch the actual games.

West Virginia moves into the 6 slot after their lights out victory over hapless Marshall. Florida is 7 and
LSU 8. Coming in at number 9 is Florida State who is fresh off their grueling battle against Miami.
Neither offense looked impressive in that game. It was all about defense. I'm kind of surprised that
Florida State is ranked lower than teams like West Virginia who simply ran up the score against a
non−existent opponent.

The big surprise is California. They are ranked 22nd and shouldn't be in the top 25 at all. They got
destroyed this week by Tennessee. Speaking of Tennessee, they moved all the way up to 11th. Here's
the entire AP Top 25 for this week.

1. Ohio State 2. 2. Texas 3. USC 4. Auburn 5. Notre Dame 6. West Virginia 7. Florida 8. LSU 9.
Florida State 10. Michigan 11. Tennessee 12. Georgia 13. Louisville 14. Iowa 15. Oklahoma 16.
Virginia Tech 17. Miami (FL) 18. Clemson 19. Penn State 20. Oregon 21. Nebraska 22. California
23. TCU 24. Texas Tech 25. Arizona State

The best matchups this week for the Top 25 are:

− #1 Ohio State at #2 Texas − #21 Nebraska at #3 USC − #19 Penn State at #4 Notre Dame − #24
Texas Tech at UTEP (UTEP received a couple Top 25 votes)

Worth Noting:

Alabama just missed the cut. They received 96 votes. #25 Arizona State received 134 votes and
nudged them out. Georgia Tech received 27 votes for their staunch performance against #4 Notre
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Dame.
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