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When you're on the lookout for an apartment, one of the first things to enter your mind is whether or
not you plan to have a roommate. Undoubtedly, you've heard from proponents and opponents sitting
on both sides of the argument. If you go the roommate route, you can reduce your rent by 50 percent.
Even if the two of you aren't as snug as two peas in a pod, at least once a month (when you pay your
rent), you'll be thankful. And if, even better, the two of you become instant friends, you've got built−in
company −− a support system when you arrive home in the evenings after a tough day at the office.
She's a sounding board for your every frustration. What could be better?

Living alone could be better −− and is better for many apartment renters. Sure, it costs more, but you're
paying for the indispensable amenities of peace and quiet, privacy, and knowing that when the phone
rings, it's for you. Nobody eats your groceries, leaves their clothes on the floor, or arrives home at 2
a.m. and interrupts your beauty rest with the slam of a door. On the other hand, single life has been
known to become lonely on occasion, perhaps even claustrophobic. When weekends roll around, you
social butterflies are climbing the walls. And should your plans fall through, you find yourself having a
lively conversation with your dirty laundry. Yet, still others love the solitude that a roommateless
existence allows. Self−determination is their mantra −− the ability to go any place they want, any time.

So there are two very valid sides to this coin. If you find yourself with the roommate from hell, there's
precious little you can do about it if you're both paying rent.

If you decide to get a roommate, you're going to need to sit down first and discuss anything and
everything. Even if you already know your roommate, you probably don't. Talking about these subjects
up front initially may seem callous, cold, and calculating, but better you clear the air now than to
discover later that you made a serious mistake. Here are a few suggestions for your discussion:

Money

* When are bills due?
* How are they going to be split?
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* Is there a damage deposit?
* Who is the deposit payable to?
* Under what conditions is it refundable?

Furnishings

* Whose furnishings are you going to use?
* If you supply most of the furniture, are you expecting to be compensated?
* If there is damage done to one's possessions, how will the other be compensated?

Cleaning

Who is going to clean what, and when?

* Is there going to be a cleaning schedule?
* What happens if someone neglects their responsibility?
* Are cleaning supplies going to be shared?
* How are cleaning supplies going to be paid for? House fund? Individually?
* If someone cleans more often, are they going to be compensated in some way?

Relationship

* Are you going to be strictly roommates or friends too? (You may only discover the answer to this
question over time.) How is this going to effect your living arrangements?

Overnight visitors

* Can you have overnight guests?
* How many nights is OK?
* Will they be using a common bathroom?
* Are they going to be sharing food?

Terms & length

* How about a no−obligation trial period of, for example, 30 days? Sixty days?
* What kind of notice is required before one roommate moves out?
* And put as many details in writing as you can. This will protect both of you should you have
difficulties getting along.

Vices

* Discuss personal feelings on smoking, drinking, and drugs. Will these be permissible?
* If so, under what conditions?
* What if somebody breaks the rules?
* What if friends engage in these activities?
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Sharing

* What will be shared, and what will be kept as personal items?
* Are you going to share food?
* Are separate telephones lines necessary?
* Will you be cooking together or separately?

Source: Roomies Roommate Service

To determine if you'd be a model roommate or a terrible one, take the Seattle Times' roommate quiz.
You'll be left with no doubt. And if you fail the quiz, consider the merits of solo life.

Since 1989 dan the roommate man has helped 1000's of people find roommates. Need help? Contact
him at 800−487−8050 or www.roommateexpress.com

Advantages And Disadvantages of Fly Fishing From A Canoe

By Niall Barco

Some people like to fly fish from their canoe. But there are advantages and disadvantages to this
unusual combinations of activities.

People usually fly fish from land, standing still in water or from a larger boat. Fly fishing from a canoe
may seem crazy at first, but there are many advantages to be had. There are also disadvantages, but
after you overcome them, you are sure to have a wonderful fishing adventure.

Disadvantages

You will have to overcome some disadvantages before you even try to fly fish from a canoe. You might
find it hard in the beginning to maintain control of your line since you are closer to the water than usual.
If you catch a fish, you might find it difficult to reel in without tipping the canoe. Especially if it is a giant
fish! Another disadvantage might be the tendency of the canoe to disturb the water. If you can stay
motionless and are accustomed to the boat then disturbing the water will not be a problem. When you
get over these few disadvantages, you will experience the best fishing ever!

Advantages

The advantages of fly fishing in a canoe are significant if you can overcome the disadvantages listed
above. Being in a canoe lets the fisher go over more water quickly. This is essential for good fly fishing.
You can also get into untapped fishing holes that otherwise they would not have been able to reach.
Such locations usually do not allow motor boats, so a canoe is excellent! Another advantage is the
silence. They do not have loud motors or propellers, only smooth, quiet rowing. This is an essential
factor for fly fishers!
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If you have a canoe, you are ready to try fly fishing. It is helpful for you to own the shortest canoe you
can get. A shorter boat will make fly fishing a lot easier. Try it sometime. It is relaxing and fun.

You can find great deals, tips and news, information and reviews about

at

CanoesAndKayaks.info. This article can be reproduced in full as long as the resource box and live links
remain intact. Copyright http://www.canoesandkayaks.info.
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