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Online Travel Agents — Reservations From Your Desktop
By Frank Johnson
Remember the old days of airline travel? You drove to the brick—and—mortar travel agency, sat down

with a travel agent, and discussed your vacation or business—travel plans. As we all know, those days
are long gone. The rise of the Internet and online travel agents has made vacation planning and airline
reservations a breeze. Nowadays, you can plan your vacation and book airline tickets at your
computer, from the comfort of your home.

Using online travel agents makes vacation planning easier and more efficient than going through a
traditional travel agent. You simply input the dates of your departure and arrival, your destination, and
which airport you'd like to use. The online travel agent then searches hundreds of fares to find the best
one for you, letting you compare offers from dozens of airlines. You can also check fares from airports
in the surrounding areas from your chosen airport. Online travel agents also offer you the option of
setting up e—mail alerts to find a fare in your preferred cost range.

The Advantage of Online Travel Agents

The benefits of online travel arrangement don't end there, however. Hotel and car reservations are also
available when using an online travel agent. Airline reservations can be bundled with deals from
car—rental agencies and hotel chains, allowing vacationers, business travelers, and frequent flyers to do
some one-stop shopping.

E-tickets are also available when you use online travel agents. Although some passengers feel more
secure with a paper ticket in hand, these days, many airlines are charging extra for paper tickets.
E-tickets, on the other hand, are cheaper and can be printed from your computer. They also allow
passengers to check in online, over the telephone, or via self-service terminals at the airport. With
e—tickets, boarding passes may also be printed at virtually any location with an Internet connection and
a printer.

But What about the Human Touch?
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Some may decry the loss of human contact when making important travel plans with an online travel
agent. After all, if reservations are lost or erroneous, it's hard for your computer to lend a sympathetic
ear. However, in this 24-hour, workaday world, the convenience of an online travel agent allows
travelers to make reservations at any time, not just during business hours. Online travel agents put you
in control, allowing you to customize your reservations down to the smallest detail.

Speed, efficiency, and choice are the online travel agent's stock in trade. Take advantage of this
technology, and you'll never have to page through a travel brochure again or sit in a travel agent's
office again!

cFares is the first choice thousands of knowledgeable travelers are using right now to save hundreds
of dollars on low airfares. For more info on

http://www.cfares.com/onlinetravelagents/
and cheap
airfare, visit

http://www.cfares.com

Getting To Know The Work Of A Travel Agent
By Stanley Emerson

For people who are fond of traveling to different places, visiting marvelous beaches, and taking a trip
to the most exotic island paradise, the job of a travel agent seems to be a far better job than anything
else.

However, some people contend that the viability of a travel agent being a lucrative work has lessened
due to the emergence of the Internet.

Nowadays, people can easily plan their vacation trips, acquire their tickets, and make their own plans
and reservation through the Internet.

That is why some financial analysts have concluded that as the need for travel agents fall off, their
wages deteriorates as well, considering the fact that it is already low. The median yearly salary of
travel agents amount to $26,630, that was in 2002. The top 10% of the travel agents in the US were
reported to have a salary of $41,660 or more. While the remaining half of the travel agents is currently
earning between $20,800 and $33,580. All of these were bases on the U.S. Department Labor reports.

The bottom line is that travel agents are really not earning much. The only benefits they get are the
discounts and special privileges on travel. Funny thing is, with their present salaries, travel agents may
not even use these benefits because they cannot even afford to travel.
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However, there are still those who want to become a travel agent in spite of everything. So, for those
who really insist on becoming a travel agent, here's how to do it.

1. A second language is a must for those who want to become a travel agent. Travel agents deal with
different nationalities and a second language may just be handy in the future.

2. It is a must for every would—be travel agent to undergo 6—12 week training on how to become a travel
agent. This includes all the basics of the job.

3. Computer literacy is also important because all of the transaction, invoices, and reports are done
through computer utilization.

4. Knowledge on up—to—date information about the trends in the business. Also, it is a must for every
travel agent to know the best places to go.

5. It would be better for those who want to become a travel agent to have their certification as a
Certified Travel Counselor. This is an added value to their work.

Becoming a travel agent is entirely dependent on the person's interest. So, whether the salary is low or
high, as long as the person is happy with the job, then, there wouldn't be any qualms for it.

Destination Found! Visit the Travel Resources Blog

http://www.push-button—-online—income.com/travel—-guide
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