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It has been the case that throughout history many people have attempted to revise history to suit the
needs of their time. In an unprecedented way, many people in power today are trying to revise
contemporary history and they seem to be getting away with it (at least 61,000,000 people are buying
it). The Indy Voice wanted to re—revise history to represent reality (wow, what a concept).

Many have said that George W. Bush's idea for war with Iraq came only after 9/11 and was only for
national security reasons. The reality is that many within the administration were pushing for a military
strike against Iraq to remove Saddam Hussein from power going back to 1998. In fact, on January 26,
1998 the members of "The Project for the New American Century" (PNAC) sent a letter to then
President Bill Clinton outlining their reasons for removing Hussein from Iraq. Their reasons DID NOT
include an imminent threat. Actually the language they used was "we MAY soon face a threat".

The present day positions of these PNAC members include the National Security Council, Deputy
Secretary of State, George W. Bush's speechwriter, Under Secretary of Arms Control and International
Security, Under Secretary of Global Affairs, counsellor to United States Secretary of Defense, Advisory
Board of the Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs and former chairman of the Defense Policy
Board, Assistant Secretary for International Security Affairs in the Department of Defense, Chairman of
the Defense Science Board, Ambassador and member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the Deputy
Secretary of Defense, and the Secretary of Defense. They let President Clinton know that they
believed that "it is difficult if not impossible to monitor Irag's chemical and biological weapons
production” and "in the not-too—distant future we will be unable to determine with any reasonable level
of confidence whether Iraq does or does not possess such weapons." How then was this
administration so certain that Iraq possessed WMD in 20027

As for the threat posed by Irag on the mainland they mentioned nothing. They believed that Iraq
possessing WMD would have a "seriously destabilizing effect on the entire Middle East." And "if
Saddam DOES acquire the capability to deliver weapons of mass destruction” he will threaten "the
safety of American troops in the region, [sic] our friends and allies like ISRAEL and the moderate Arab
states" (like Saudi Arabia?) And they stated another reason why they were concerned. They were
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worried that Hussein would put at risk "a significant portion of the world's supply of oil." Interesting?!

They also made statements that may have been the origin of the more recent sentiments that have
sought to defend unilateralism. They believed that the hanging of our "success upon the steadfastness
of our coalition partners" was "dangerously inadequate”. They proposed that the "aim of American
foreign policy" should be "removing Saddam Hussein and his regime from power" through "military
action".

The most interesting part of the letter is the ending. It seems that the 1st five paragraphs of the letter
could have spent a lot more time talking about the threats that Iragq posed directly against our country.
Instead they talk about "our interest in the gulf" which as far as they see it, included Israel, the
moderate Arab states and oil. If there was in fact legitimate threats against the mainland why wouldn't

they tell the President more about them? And what "fundamental national security interests" did they
have in mind other than the moderate Arab states, Israel and oil? Why didn't they list those?

Maybe all the members that signed this letter had a legitimate change of heart and mind post 9/117?
Maybe they truly believed that a new threat existed in Iraq after 9/11 that dictated that we should
invade to protect more than the moderate Arab states, Israel and oil? Maybe some new technologies
have come about since long ago in 1998 and we are now capable of determining with total certainty
that Iraq possessed WMD?

Maybe they forgot about our vital interests in the gulf, Israel, the moderate Arab states and the oil they
have and decided to protect the U.S. from the new imminent threat posed by Hussein in a post 9/11
world? It's also possible that the President made the decision to invade Iraq without using the counsel
of all these men. Maybe he didn't listen to Rumsfeld and Wolfowitz who were telling him to invade Iraq
to "protect our vital interests in the gulf?" Maybe the members of the PNAC just forgot to add all the
connections to terrorists that Hussein and his regime had? Maybe they forgot to mention the need to
liberate the Iraqi people?

I don't know. Maybe I'm just a crazy liberal conspiracy nut. | like to think that I'm a rational person and
believe that the simplest answer tends to be the correct one.

Maybe you can read the letter and make up your own mind

The Indy Voice is a no—nonsense and hard-hitting blog that discusses everything including politics,
current affairs, and American society and culture without any consideration of ratings or big business.
Check it out:
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In today's world we have people who believe that everyone should live peacefully but we all know that
this task is impossible because we are people. There will always be disagreements, dissappointments,
unfairness and the list could go on and on. The question of the purpose of war seems to only surface
when there is a war. The question we should ask is where would this country be if we had no wars.
Many believe that God does not agree with war but the master teacher in the Holy scriptures said we
would have rumors of wars. Where ever you go in the world you will find battles. People battle in there
minds, on the job, in the family, neighbrhoods, cities and countries. Where would this world be if people
did not fight for what's right. There is an old saying that states "If you don't fight for something;you will
fall for anything". Even though we lose loved ones in these wars, the scarfices can produce salvation to
so many individuals. One problem that most people have is thatif they don't the true purpose of a thing
they will abuse it and | believe that is what is happening to our beliefs in war. At one point it was an
honor to serve your country and you were respected and rewarded for doing so. My have the times
changed. Many of our service men and women enlist for the wrong reasons not for the true purpose
but for self purpose. The civilians at home have no idea what the purpose for war is because they can't
see beyond death. Death is something that we all must face one day and it really does not matter how
we reach it because it is inevitable. The conclusion to this all is that it really does not matter what the
purpose for war is because war will continue as long as we live and breath in this present world and
the only peace that we will ever know is when we leave and enter the next one.

My name is Louise Sutherland. | am a 46-year—old freelance writer who love to read children's books. |
am now working on getting my first children's book published. My love for writing started as a young
child when | would write pretend stories to read to my friends. | have been married to a wonderful man
for four years and | have three beautiful daughters ages 30. 26, and 19. My goal in life is to write
uplifting and postive literature for people who enjoy reading.
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