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OR, HOW SNOW WHITE & FRIENDS SENT SANTA PACKING!

It seems that we can longer languish in the reveries of "Christmas" anymore.

"Christmas" is now "persona non grata" unless it comes with lotsa ka−ching and consumer clatta!

"Christmas" has been replaced by non−threatening "happy holiday" greetings, profitable "holiday" gift
cards, and a new medical disease called the "ho ho ho" syndrome (I'll let you figure that one out).

Gone are the days when we can enjoy such pleasures as "Christmas" carols, "Christmas" crackers or
heaven forbid even "Christmas" trees, without a knock at the door from a politically−correct
enforcement officer dressed in an bright blue suit with gold braid and a matching hat plus a perplexing
smiley frown on his face.

Although I cannot take credit for the witty work below, I thought I would pass it along to all those who
still believe in a reindeer named Rudolph, jolly St. Nick (aka Santa Claus/Kris Kringle), jingling bells full
of comfort and joy, not to mention a mouth−watering slice of home−made hot minced pie.

−− POLITICALLY INCORRECT SANTA −−

'Twas the night before Christmas and Santa's a wreck...
How to live in a world that's politically correct?

His workers no longer would answer to "Elves,"
"Vertically Challenged" they were calling themselves.

And labour conditions at the North Pole
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Were alleged by the union to stifle the soul.

Four reindeer had vanished, without much propriety,
Released to the wilds by the Humane Society.

And equal employment had made it quite clear
That Santa had better not use just reindeer.

So Dancer and Donner, Comet and Cupid,
Were replaced with 4 pigs, and you know that looked stupid!

The runners had been removed from his sleigh;

The ruts were termed dangerous by the E.P.A.

And people had started to call for the cops
When they heard sled noises on their roof−tops.

Second−hand smoke from his pipe had his workers quite frightened.
His fur−trimmed red suit was called "Unenlightened."

And to show you the strangeness of life's ebbs and flows,
Rudolf was suing over unauthorized use of his nose .

And had gone on Geraldo, in front of the nation,
Demanding millions in over−due compensation.

So, half of the reindeer were gone; and his wife,
Who suddenly said she'd enough of this life,

Joined a self−help group, packed, and left in a whiz,
Demanding from now on her title was Ms.

And as for the gifts, why, he'd ne'er had a notion
That making a choice could cause so much commotion.

Nothing of leather, nothing of fur,
Which meant nothing for him. And nothing for her.

Nothing that might be construed to pollute.
Nothing to aim. Nothing to shoot.

Nothing that clamoured or made lots of noise.
Nothing for just girls. Or just for the boys.
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Nothing that claimed to be gender specific.
Nothing that's war−like or non−pacific.

No candy or sweets...they were bad for the tooth.
Nothing that seemed to embellish a truth.

And fairy tales, while not yet forbidden,
Were like Ken and Barbie, better off hidden.

For they raised the hackles of those psychological
Who claimed the only good gift was one ecological.

No baseball, no football...someone could get hurt;
Besides, playing sports exposed kids to dirt.

Dolls were said to be sexist, and should be passé;
And Nintendo would rot your entire brain away.

So Santa just stood there, dishevelled, perplexed;
He just could not figure out what to do next.

He tried to be merry, tried to be gay,
But you've got to be careful with that word today.

His sack was quite empty, limp to the ground;
Nothing fully acceptable was to be found.

Something special was needed, a gift that he might
Give to all without angering the left or the right.

A gift that would satisfy, with no indecision,
Each group of people, every religion;

Every ethnicity, every hue,
Everyone, everywhere...even you.

So here is that gift, its price beyond worth...
"May you and your loved ones enjoy peace on earth."

(Anonymous)

Victoria Elizabeth is a mild−mannered maven with a penchant for observing pithy, peculiar or plainly
laughable things while encountering Life, the Universe, and Everything in between from her pleasure
palace at www.quippingqueen.blogspot.com
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10 Reasons Santa's Broke This Year

By Darlene Arechederra

10 Reasons Santa's Broke This Year
by: Darlene Arechederra

1. Santa Spends More Than He Makes

Santa's paychecks are nothing to sneeze at, but he stays focused on his next raise. (Yes, of course
Santa gets a raise each year!) He has no idea what it costs him to live the Santa life. He doesn't track
his earnings nor his spending. Santa's got to provide for his reindeer, his horse and his North Pole
home − just like the rest of us.

2. Santa Has No Emergency Account

Santa's transportation tends to break down right in the middle of major blizzards. Only last week, he
had to whip out his credit card to pay for sleigh−towing. When Santa finally made it to the repair shop,
he again had pay for the sleigh repair with credit. Just last year, he nearly had frost bite after his brand
new sleigh had broken down.

3. Santa Lives Paycheck to Paycheck

Santa cashes his paycheck at the North Pole Bank, but most of the money gets spent before it makes
its way to his checkbook. If it makes it there, most of the money is already owed to the credit card
company. Santa has no other money set aside.

4. Santa Doesn't Enjoy Balancing His Checkbook

Santa forgets to balance the checkbook. He spends money, but is never sure what he has available to
spend. Santa doesn't know how to build in some fun to help him enjoy working in his checkbook.

5. Santa Spends His Raises and Bonuses

Santa got a nice raise back in January, following his Bonus check in December (bonus based on
number of chimneys completed for the year). He thought he'd have plenty of money this year. But
Santa likes nice, updated equipment at all times. He bought brand new gear for all his reindeer, even
though last year's would have done the job.

6. Santa Eats Most of His Meals Out

Since Santa's job requires that he spend a large amount of time traveling, Santa tends to eat out way
too much. He also has to feed his reindeer each time he sits down to eat. The tips alone are enough to
keep him in the poorhouse.

7. Santa Lives on the Edge
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Santa keeps himself so busy that he can't sit down and plan his life. He hasn't set up a plan to build

extra money into his checkbook, nor has he made a decision to actually save any of his money. Even
setting up automatic deposit would be helpful. Another emergency could wipe him out. (No more
Santa?)

8. Santa is Not Preparing for the Future

Santa, jolly fellow that he is, has no money set aside to work for him. He may end up working until his
hair is much whiter (or gone). It's pretty much a given that Santa will need to replace that sleigh and
maybe even some of the reindeer over the years. Because most of his money now goes to pay off
credit cards, Santa just can't picture tucking away any money.

9. Santa Spends Too Much on R & R

Even Santa needs a little rest and relaxation after all that hard work. If he runs out of cash, he charges
it. (No, I promised not to tell what Santa does for R & R. He does know who's been naughty or nice ...)

10. Santa Can't Stay Motivated

Santa gives himself a good lecture from time to time. He knows he should be doing better, but he just
can't get any traction. Saving his money seems like an overwhelming obstacle. Santa hasn't
discovered there are tricks out there to make saving money a fun thing, something he can look forward
to doing.

Darlene Arechederra offers simple, unique strategies to help you become a saver. She believes the
trick is to discover which ideas work best for you −− because your money is not one−size−fits−all.
Discover your *own* unique strategy today! Free weekly newsletter.
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