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Paintball Is A Bang—Up Sport For Anyone
By Lee Rummage
Ron Fowler said it feels like being hit with a wet towel. Bryan Vasaris said it's like being snapped

with a rubber band or stung by a bee. Being shot by a paintball gun doesn't sound very fun. So why is
paintball one of the fastest growing sports in America, according to the National Sporting Goods
Association? "It's a stress relief, because you can go out and shoot at people and not dangerously hit
them," Vasaris said. "But it's also being with a group of guys that you like to hang around with."

The most commonly played paintball game is "capture the flag." There are rules variations, but the
object is for a team to capture the opposing team's flag while protecting its own. Players eliminate
opponents by shooting them with their paintball guns. The games can be played outside in an open
field or forest, or inside at a specially designed facility with inflatable bunkers and other obstacles. "It's
not the hide—and-seek game everyone thinks," Vasaris said. "It's really action—packed and fast—paced."
Players use carbon dioxide— or nitrogen—powered guns that fire thin, gelatin capsules filled with
non-toxic paint — the "paintballs."

Vasaris, 22, who has been playing paintball since he was in high school, will be a senior at the
University of Cincinnati this year and is the president of the school's paintball team. He said getting
shot isn't as bad as it seems. "After the first time, | didn't even think about getting hit," Vasaris said.
"There is such an adrenaline rush that you don't even feel it."

For those who want to experience that rush, there are plenty of paintball facilities around Cincinnati. A
good place to start for beginners is the Hueston Woods Paintball Club at Hueston Woods State Park.

Tom Arvan, who has been the paintball club's general manager for 12 years, likes to promote the
game to new players. "My personal enjoyment is seeing the kids play and seeing first—time players
come off the field with a grin on their face," Arvan said. Hueston Woods is open every Saturday and
Sunday from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and offers two fields, including one that is wooded with some constructed
obstacles. The cost to play is $27, which includes a gun, a carbon dioxide tank, 200 paintballs and
protective gear. Players who have their own equipment pay $12. The fields are open Monday through
Friday by reservation for groups of 15 or more. Arvan said Hueston Woods has catered to birthday
parties, bachelor parties, fraternity and sorority parties and corporate outings. "We have had high
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praises from corporate groups for team-building," Arvan said. "It's a game that really fosters some
friendship and sportsmanship."

Arvan said his paintball field is open to players of all skill levels. "Paintball is a sport that isn't
dominated by youth and physical size," Arvan said. "We've had mom, dad, grandma and grandpa out
here."

For more information on the sport of paintball please go to
" target="_blank">www.alphasportsinc.com

Alpha Sports Inc provides readers with information on Paintball News. We work hard to keep you up to
date on the latest paintball news, events, and paintball gear. Please visit us at

www.alphasportsinc.com

The Sport Of Airsoft vs. The Sport Of Paintball Part |
By PJ Ace

As the Sport of Airsoft grows in popularity today, many enthusiasts of both the Sport of Airsoft and the
Sport of Paintball have debated over the differences and similarities, in the comparisons of both sports.
Questions eventually come to the following: Which sport is better? What sport is more cost effective?
What is the difference between Airsoft guns and Paintball guns? Finally, which sport is geared toward
a larger demographic of people? | will briefly examine both sides of the Airsoft and Paintball argument
and hopefully come to an opinion on which sport is emerging and which sport is fading out.

The initial argument between the Sport of Airsoft and the Sport of Paintball has been the cost
differences between each sport. However, if you take a closer look at the costs for each sport you will
find that both sports have an initial investment. For both sports, if you want to get completely decked
out in every form of equipment available you are looking to spend up into the hundreds of dollars and
sometimes into the thousands. There are variations in the pricing, but let's say you use tons of ammo
in Airsoft and not so much (which I think is unlikely) in Paintball then you will spend more on ammo for
Airsoft (again this is very unlikely). This money can be spent over a period of time if you are not
seriously trying to compete in the sports.

Most people continue to talk about the costs and how one sport is cheaper than the other but it
depends on what you want and what you are looking for in each sport that will actually determine what
you will spend. This includes everything from the gun, equipment and ammo, to the upgrades. In other
words, either sport can be relatively cheap or relatively expensive, it all depends on you.

So if the money is not so important (well it's important to most, and trust me | am all about getting the
best for my money) what are the differences between the sports that one can draw a clear contrast
about? What makes one sport different from the other? One of the major differences are the guns for
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each sport.

All Paintball guns, also known as "Markers," have a similar style and look, only varying in specifications
rather than in styles. There's not much more to the variations except the quality and effectiveness of
the Paintball guns. There is hardly any diversity or character when it comes to each gun simply
because they are made to specifications.

Airsoft guns have 1:1 scale replicas. This means they actually look like the real thing, so much so that
all the guns come with a federally mandated orange tip. It is interesting to note that these guns also
come with metal components making even the weight of the replica guns very similar to the actual gun.
Plus, you can find many of the guns that you would have some interest in using, like an M16, Sniper
Rifle, or an AK47. Some would say this is scary, but others (including the Airsoft enthusiast) would
consider this a great way to own an arsenal that is not lethal, nor illegal for that matter.

I know the reader might be saying that as far as cost's are concerned, "one cannot draw a conclusion
on which sport out does the other," but as we have looked into the matter deeper we have found that
realistic attributes can make a big difference in what you would want to participate in. In fact it makes
all the difference for me!

In this part one of The Sport of Airsoft vs. The Sport of Paintball we have concluded that that money or

cost has no bearing on whether the Sport of Airsoft is better than the Sport of Paintball.
PJ Ace is a writer and administrator for

http://FlyntAirsoftPaintball.com

, a site that specializes in airsoft

and paintball.
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