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Parallel Parking For The Novice Driver
By George Gabriel
This could be the most talked about maneuver amongst new drivers and their biggest fear, when it

comes to driving. | have heard of stories how drivers elect to park one or two blocks away to avoid
parking between two cars.

The most important thing to consider when attempting a park between two vehicles is safety first.

Approaching a vehicle ahead of you, parked on the side of the roadway should be done and planned
well in advance. The beginning of the maneuver should start far enough back. If the roadway is wide
enough, check you're mirrors, touch you're brake pedal to warn other drivers that you are slowing
down and stopping. Signal to the right, assuming we are parking on the right. Check you're right
shoulder, keeping the steering wheel straight. Once everything is safe, gradually move over, and drive
in a straight line alongside the vehicles you're planning to park between. Do not attempt to move in at
the last minute, towards the vehicle. You should be planning this far enough back to swing in sooner,
so you will be going straight along side the vehicle, as you approach the vehicle in front of you. You
should have a minimum of a couple of feet clearance.

As you pull along side the spot that you are attempting to park, pause, and make a decision on the size
of area. This decision should only take a couple of seconds. Is it big enough for you're vehicle? You
should have a few feet extra on both ends of the car. You have to leave enough room for other drivers
that may attempt to back up, if they have to clear the vehicle in front of their car, to get out. Once you
have made the decision that the area that you are going to park is big enough. Continue straight
ahead, and stop, when you are parallel to the vehicle you are going to park behind, and change gears
to reverse.

Look out the back passenger window and check if you can see the tail end corner of the vehicle, you
are parking beside. If you can see it, this is you're turning point. If not, check you're left shoulder for
pedestrians. You shouldn't have to worry about traffic at this point. You're front end is not swinging out.
Only when it is safe, roll straight back, looking out the back passenger window, and stop when it comes
into view. By doing this, you're vehicle front end should clear the car in front of you, but you still have to
check to make sure, when you swing in. It will not work if you're only a couple inches away from
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vehicle you're beside. You need to be two or three feet away.

Now is the time to make the maneuver into the parking spot. First we have to do some safety
procedures. Check you're mirrors for vehicles and cyclist coming up behind you. Check you're blind
spot just in case there is someone coming across, from you're left side. If you're back end is going to
swing into the parking spot, the front end is going to swing out, further into the roadway.

Once the safety checks are all done, and you can see the tail end of the vehicle beside you. Move in
slowly with you're foot covering the brake only to ease up to get the vehicle rolling, and pushing down
to slow the vehicle. Use the gas pedal only to get it rolling if you have to, but make sure you are
covering the brake during the majority of this maneuver. You should be looking out the back window
and watch the curb of the sidewalk slowly disappear along the tail end of you're vehicle. It'll slowly
disappear from the left side to the right side. Once you think you cannot see it on the back corner of
you're side, behind you, pause and gradually turn the wheel the other way. The faster it disappears,

the faster you have to turn the steering wheel. Once it is all gone along the tail end and corner of
vehicle, the steering wheel should be turned all the way the other way at this point, before you roll back
any further. Make sure you glance forward as you're front end swings in to make sure the front end of
you're vehicle is clear of the vehicle in front of you. Once you know the front is clear, continue to look
back until the vehicle is stopped.

Change gears and move forward with you're foot on the brake, keeping in mind, the wheels of the car
is turned out towards the roadway. Straighten the front end of the vehicle and the wheels of you're
vehicle. If you are not sure of the direction of where the wheels are turned, slowly release the brake
and watch your front end roll and correct accordingly. (Check driving manual for wheel alignment when
parking on a hill.)

This driving technique has worked for my students in the past, and | still use it. Vehicles have changed
over the years, and it is harder to see the back end of the vehicle. Please consult with a family
member, and or recognized driving school for further instructions on parallel parking.

Owned and operated a driving school for several years. Taught over 2000 kids and older people how
to drive. Now operating a golf tee time site at

http://www.golfanchor.net
and a sister golf site at

http://www.golfanchor.com

Easy to Execute!

By Seamus Dolly
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Plug and play equipment or hardware solves the problem of driver installation, re—starting routines, and
generally speaking, "hassle", for those who are not technically proficient.

If your computer supports "Plug and Play", then, as the name suggests, you simply plug it in and play.
For people who are "word perfect”, plug and play might sound somewhat misleading. Peripherals,
such as your mouse, keyboard, monitors, scanners, network adaptors, or printers are included in this.

This long awaited technology is made possible via your U.S.B. port. U.S.B. is an abbreviation for
UNIVERSAL SERIAL BUS. Using this port, your computer detects such peripherals, and after
detection, configuration is automatic, in so far as you have no further input.

Prior to "plug n play", you would have to insert a floppy disc or cd, to supply and install the necessary
software or "driver". To put it simply, your computer cannot see or indeed smell or intuitively know what
a device, its properties, requirements and priorities are.

Most computers have two USB ports, usually situated on the back of your unit. A U.S.B. "hub" will
effectively increase this number. Basically, it is like an electrical adaptor which allows up to seven
devices to be connected to it. If you are a big "gadget" fan, you can simply plug another hub into the
first one, and so on.

U.S.B. is classified as Serial communication, as opposed to parallel communication.

This means that it transmits data/info/signal, if you like, one "bit" at a time. Conversely, it receives it in a
similar fashion. This is done or executed, in one wire or cable.

Did you ever notice the "big" or "wide" ends on your cables? These cables are parallel and
transmit/receive data/info/signals, many "bits" at a time. Therefore, parallel communication needs many
cables/wires and consequently more connections, at its port.

U.S.B. ports and cables are smaller. Just pop around to the back of your P.C., and you will immediately
notice the difference. On the machine that | am currently working on, | noticed that the printer has both
types of ports and that the parallel port and cabling is the option that the technician used. The serial
option would have worked just the same, at this level, where transmission speeds are of little
relevance.

In summary, Plug "n Play is welcomed and embraced by everyone and is a major step towards
"user—friendly" computing.
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