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Parvovirus And Your Dog

By Kirsten Hawkins

Parvovirus (commonly called Parvo) is a viral disease that affects dogs. It is far more common in

puppies than adult dogs and can have serious ramifications for the infected animal, including death.
Parvo grows best in the rapidly dividing cells of the dog's intestines. As the virus attacks and kills these
cells it causes massive diarrhea and halts or slows the creation of white blood cells. In young puppies it
can often directly infect the heart, leading to death.

The symptoms of Parvo start with fever, depression, and lethargy. The dog will usually experience a
loss of appetite as well and then eventually show more sever signs like vomiting and diarrhea which is
often bloody. Once the virus reaches this stage dehydration and death usually follow.

Parvo is carried and transmitted by dogs. The vomit and feces of an infected animal will also carry the
virus which is rather resilient and can survive outside the dog's body in the surrounding environment
for as long as nine months. Sometimes an adult dog can be infected by the virus and show no
symptoms but act as a carrier transmitting the virus to the other animals it comes into contact with.

There is no cure for Parvo. Dogs that are infected will die of dehydration without treatment. That
treatment primarily consists of providing fluids, giving repeated blood transfusions, and preventing
dehydration. The mortality rate in dogs affected by Parvo is about 20% if the dog receives treatment in
time. Without treatment, about 80% of those infected will die from it. It is a very serious disease.

Parvo tends to affect some dog breeds more than others. Dobermans, Rottweilers, and other black and
tan dogs have a greater chance of contracting the virus. The reason for this is unknown but the fact
that these dogs are at higher risk does not mean that owners of other types of dogs can rest easily.
Dogs of any breed can become infected.

While there is no cure for Parvo, puppies can (and should) be vaccinated against it at an early age.
Most vets recommend puppies be immunized starting at six weeks of age with vaccinations continuing
until twenty weeks of age. Proper immunization is the best way to prevent a dog from contracting
Parvo.
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Kirsten Hawkins is a dog lover and animal expert from Nashville, TN. Visit

http://www.doghealth411.com/

for more information on dog health, the care of dogs, and dog travel.

Parvovirus - A Very Realistic Threat To Your Dogs Health

By Randy Jones

Parvovirus was first identified in 1977 and can infect dogs of all ages, but usually strikes young
unvaccinated puppies under the age of 6 weeks. Most puppies acquire temporary parvo−destroying
antibodies by ingesting them through their mother's first milk, (colostrums). Puppies should be
vaccinated starting at 6 to 9 weeks of age, and then every three weeks until they reach 16 weeks.
Afterwards, yearly boosters are recommended.

Veterinarians can now test for the presence of parvovirus in their own clinics. Symptoms include loss of
appetite, persistent vomiting, and profuse, odiferous diarrhea, often streaked with blood. In dogs, the
lining of the intestines, lymph nodes, and bone marrow are the main target areas for Parvo. In puppies
less than 6 weeks of age, the virus can infect heart cells, causing irreparable damage to the heart.

Certain breeds seem more prone to Parvo, Rottweilers, Doberman Pinschers, Pit Bulls, and German
Shepherds, but scientists do not know why. Parvo is highly contagious, and is spread by oral contact
with infected feces. Keep your dog away from other dogs with unknown vaccination status, and from
areas where such dogs congregate.

If you board your dog, make sure that the owner/instructor requires proof of vaccination for all their
customers. Do not take you unvaccinated or unprotected puppy to pet stores or parks until it is fully
protected. Prevent your dog from coming in contact with feces, and always observe good hygiene at
home. You can disinfect daily with a 1 to 30 ratio of chlorine bleach to water mixture. Parvo is much
less common than it was 20 years ago but we still cannot completely eliminate the risk completely.

Remember, if you have further questions about Parvovirus or any other health issue, or if you think
your dog has symptoms of a serious illness, be sure to contact your veterinarian at once. Your
veterinarian can explain and break down and explain any issue and or questions you may have.

Randy Jones and his partner Brent Jones have been in the pet industry for a long time. Recently they
formed

http://Joncopets.com

. On the site, customers can shop for the latest dog collars, dog clothes,

pet supplies and more. Check them out at
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