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I've been seduced by the convenience of online shopping! I've bought movies, clothes, stamps,
groceries, prescriptions, books and jewelry online. During the Christmas Holidays, | wait with
peppermint breath for Saint UPS Driver Guy and his bag of goodies. While others fight mobs of angry
shoppers, | browse through product descriptions at my leisure. | feel relatively safe providing my credit
card information despite the horror stories of fraud and theft. | only buy from reputable merchants,
those that are well known and publicized. That's not to say | couldn't be fooled. It's nearly impossible to
tell whose who on the Internet. Sure, a professional site may be one indicator, but anyone can hire a
web designer. Recent research estimates that the number of households shopping online grew to over
18 million in 2001. Here are some tips to help you decide if you're dealing with a trustworthy merchant:

Use a secure browser — software that encrypts or scrambles the purchase information you send over
the Internet — to help guard the security of your information as it is transmitted to a website. Secure
websites will have URL address HTTPS (Hyper Text Transfer Protocol Secure) rather than HTTP.

Check the site's privacy policy, before you provide any personal financial information to a website.
While these statements contain lots of small print, it's important you understand if and when your
information will be used or shared with others. Also check the site's statements about their security
policies.

There are several payment options available, however, the Fair Credit Billing Act (FCBA) limits your
liability if your credit card is used. According to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) "...your liability
for lost or stolen credit cards is limited to $50. If the loss involves only your credit card number (not the
card itself), you have no liability for unauthorized use." (FTC, 2004)

Keep records of your online transactions and review for monthly credit card and bank statements.
Verify that the charges made were accurate and report errors immediately. "The FCBA's settlement
procedures apply to disputes about "billing errors" for open—end accounts, including unauthorized
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charges (you cannot be liable for more than $50 for unauthorized credit charges); charges for goods or
services you didn't accept or weren't delivered as agreed; charges that are incorrectly identified or
show the wrong amount or date; math errors; a failure to properly reflect payments or credits; not
mailing or delivering credit billing statements to your current address, if the address was received by
the creditor in writing at least 20 days before the billing period ended; and charges for which you
request an explanation or documentation, because of a possible error. " (FTC, 2004)
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Should Outside Cats Use A Collar
By John Marcus

Most cat owners find themselves in a quandary over whether or not to use a cat collar on their outdoor
cats. The debate still reigns over the pros and cons of outfitting an outside cat with a collar, but many
veterinarians and cat experts agree that collars are the best way to go. However, before you decide,
take a look at these pros and cons:

Pros:

- Cat collars can hold identification and registration tags. This is critical in case your outdoor cat
becomes lost or is picked up by a concerned individual. Also, collars can hold bells or other noise
generating items to scare away potential prey.

- Many cat collars are equipped with reflective material. Whether the collar is made completely out of
reflective material or only contains a small strip, this will help your cat to become more visible in the
dark. Cats, especially those of dark color, can become invisible at night, which is a potentially
dangerous situation.

Cons:
- Cat collars can easily snag and cause your cat to become hung or stuck on branches, fences, or
anything else in the great outdoors. Some cats have actually been strangled when their collar has

gotten caught and cut off the animal's air supply.

- Your cat may not be comfortable wearing a collar or the collar may be too heavy for the animal.
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Given these pros and cons, consider choosing a collar that will maximize the positives and minimize
the negatives. For example, there are many collars on the market that are specially designed to break
away or unclasp when the cat is hung. These collars are considered strangle—proof and release when
approximately seven pounds of pressure is applied. This way, the cat can break him—-or her——self free
from any snare.

Furthermore, there are many different types of collars on the market. Bring your feline friend with you
to the local pet—friendly pet store and try on several different types of collars until you find one that best
fits. Avoid choosing a harness for outdoor cats unless you plan on walking the cat on a leash. If this is
the case, only allow your cat to wear a harness while supervised, as most are not snare—proof.

On a whole, collars are encouraged on cats that spend their time outside and inside. In addition to
providing visibility to your animal, the collar will hold valuable identification information that will protect
your cat and assist you in finding your pet.

John Marcus Specializes in Cat Collars
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