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Just like humans pets can suffer from diabetes mellitus too. By a simple blood test, called
fructosamine, thay can be diagnosed, and then under the care of your veterinary surgeon, often treated
succesfully.

Fructosamines are stable complexes of carbohydrates and proteins that are produced by an
irreversible, nonenzymatic glycosylation of serum proteins. Fructosamine (glycated serum protein)
measurements are useful in diagnosing and monitoring diabetes mellitus in both cats and dogs. The
test is highly sensitive and can be used to distinguish non−diabetic transiently hyperglycaemic cats
from diabetics with chronic hyperglycaemia. A single measurement of fructosamine indicates the
average glucose concentration over the previous 1−3 weeks and its assay can therefore be used to
assist in the diagnosis of diabetes mellitus as well as monitoring the effectiveness of insulin therapy in
diabetic patients. Fructosamine values are not influenced by acute fluctuations in blood glucose
making them more useful than single glucose measurements taken from stressed or anorexic patients,
or animals on glucose containing IV fluids. In some cases however they can be used in conjunction
with serial glucose curves to assess the short and long term response to insulin administration.

Please contact your veterinary surgeon for further details or if you have any concerns about your pets.

Further information on fructosamine can be found at:
http://www.ctdslab.co.uk

Nick graduated from Edinburgh Veterinary School in 1980 with an Honours degree in Pathological
Sciences and in 1982 as a Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery. In 2003 Nick became a
diplomate of the Royal college of Pathologists in veterinary clinical pathology.
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Diabetes Awareness: There's No Substitue for Good Friends by David Anderson

Was there a time when you relished the idea of giving dinner parties?

What a great opportunity to bond with old friends, try out a few new recipes, and find a reason to clean
up the house!

Has diabetes robbed you of the enjoyable events involving your friends and family?

Diabetes has an ugly characteristic of wrecking the lives of it's victims by forcing them into seclusion.

If you have been neglecting the enjoyable events of your life, please take action to control your
diabetes. With a "proactive" mind−set, you can control and beat diabetes!

You, your friends, and especially your family will love you for taking control. Get back to the fun things
in life,,,, Take control of your diabetes.

Ask your doctor about diabetes and have your blood sugar checked several times a year.

For more information about diabetes, including a Diabetes Quiz and a Free booklet, visit our website
at:

http://hope4diabetes.com/info

This 20 page FREE booklet will provide you with in−depth information on comprehensive diabetes care.
The 7
principles, or steps, will help you to understand, manage and diagnose your potential diabetes risk.

It could help you live a longer and more active life. The booklet is Yours absolutely FREE − No Risk!
Share it NOW with the people you love and want to Keep alive!

David Anderson is a freelance health/wellness writer for http://hope4diabetes.com. Email contact
information is available on the website. For telephone contact: (316) 541−2208
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