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Planning Your Vacation Online

By Madison Lockwood

There is no shortage of travel resources on the internet. There are two enormous sites dedicated to
flight and auto bookings at

www.expedia.net

and

www.travelocity.net

. For purposes of exploring the

cheapest way to fly from point A to point B, these two options are the best. They will show every flight
available, with no bias toward advertisers or major airlines. They will also take a regional approach,
and give you the cheapest flight to your destination from all locations in metro areas that have multiple
airports. You can retrieve flight information to Boston, for example from San Francisco, Oakland and
San Jose - all airports within a fifty mile radius of one another and easily reached via public transit.
You can also book car reservations through these sites, if you are so inclined. Occasionally the auto
rental agencies will have bargain rates for online rentals. Both Travelocity and Expedia have hotel
packages to match up with your flight destination but those are basically promotional deals and have
little to do with enhancing your travel experience.

IF you are interested in some online feedback on hotels and attractions in various locations,
www.tripadvisor.com

is a good resource. The site has its share of advertising for hotels and other

services, but it also has a rating system based on consumer feedback. For San Francisco, the site has
a list of the 234 most popular hotels in the city, based on published reviews and opinions submitted by
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people who have used their site. There is also information on tourist attractions and public
transportation for vacation destinations,

You can search the site by destination and retrieve a list of hotels ranked by popularity, by price and by
availability. They also provide a list of attractions and dining options, also ranked by popularity and
including pricing information. There is a section for maps and an area for forums that will contain
commentary on your chosen destination.

Prominent on the page are advertisements for other websites that offer travel packages and deals.
There are clickable sections for discount hotels and listings of travel packages that are not advertisers
on the site. It's a thorough resource and very informative about destinations and attractions as well as
how to get there and where to stay.

You'll find an interesting approach at

www.vacationidea.com

. Choose from a menu of concepts: beach

vacations, weekenders, health spas, romantic getaways, family destinations, golf vacations, low cost
choices, etc. The site will give you options in your chosen category that are both near and far, with a
range of prices. At

www.vacationplanning.net

, you can click on any of the fifty states on a map of the

U.S.A. Your choice will provide you with a list of popular tourist destinations for the state. Click on a
destination within the state, and you'll get details on the location, popular attractions there and links to
more local information such as the local chamber of commerce or tourism bureau.

If you do an online search on a destination you've chosen, you'll get lots of sites from local promotional
organizations and even governmental sites, such as the Costa Rica Visitors Bureau. There are also
United States regional sites to assist in planning touring vacations to some of the countries most scenic
or historical areas. After all, there's no rule you have to confine your vacation to a single state.

One of the better ones is

http://www.abbington.com/

which is dedicated to planning a vacation in New

England. It is a nicely done site, addressing the vacation opportunities for the various seasons in the

region. There is a section dedicated to the winter sports, the fall foliage, and a great page for children's
attractions at their New England for Kids Page:
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http://www.abbington.com/kids.html

These are a few quality selections; the internet is a rich resource for planning vacations. If you opt for a
travel package however, be sure to check with the BBB and sources in the travel industry on the
reliability of the firm you've chosen.

Madison Lockwood is a customer relations associate for

http://ApolloHosting.com

http://www.apollohosting.com
. As a small business consultant, she helps prospective clients

understand how a website may benefit them both personally and professionally. Apollo Hosting
provides website hosting, ecommerce hosting, &amp; vps hosting to a wide range of customers.

Quickly: Take A Florida Vacation!
By Triston Huntsmin

Attention everybody who feels like their life has gotten a bit too stressful and that a vacation is in
order! It is time that you make your desire for a week or two of relaxing vacation a reality. How? It's
simple! Start planning a Florida vacation today.

A Florida vacation is the perfect getaway for people who are feeling tired of the plight of everyday life.
There is no better way to relax and re—focus than to spend some time away on a Florida vacation.
Sometimes life is so busy that you really have to plan ahead, so your first step in planning a great
vacation is to set aside time for it. Whether you can get away next month or next year, just having the
dates marked away on your calendar will bring you great motivation to get through tough weeks and to
be planning your Florida vacation.

Once you have nailed away a time for your trip, the next step is to really consider what kind of Florida
vacation you want to have. Consider how you want to spend your precious few days away from work
and normal life. For example, some couples or families may choose a Florida vacation that is filled with
entertainment opportunities. If being busy and exploring things day and night sounds fun to you, then
look to make your Florida vacation in an area that attracts a lot of visitors and has a lot of activities
arranged. If, however, you are looking for a quiet getaway, consider planning your Florida vacation to a
secluded beach or to a condo where all your needs will be met quietly.

You can look for the perfect destinations and begin making plans for your Florida vacation by talking
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with a travel agent or by doing some research online. You will have a far easier time getting excited
about a trip when it is actually being planned and coming to shape. It is probably a good idea to look
for accommodations before you look for airfare, so start right away at looking for the perfect
accommodations for your Florida vacation. See what kinds of package deals you can find as you
search. Often you will discover great deals that include airfare, housing, food and entertainment all in
one great package. So don't be too quick to make your Florida vacation plans. Take your time and be
intentional about the details. After all, you do want this to be the vacation of a lifetime.

Triston Huntsmin is a writer that gets many opportunities to travel. He always encourages people to
consider a Florida vacation for the next time they want to steal away. See

http://www.floridavacationnews.info

for more.
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