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Planting Annual Flowers In The Garden

By Ken Snowie

Popular with new and more experienced gardeners alike, annuals are some of the most beautiful,

lively, and interesting of all flowers. The massive diversity of annuals, their wide range of colors and
styles, and their ease of care make annuals an in−demand choice for gardens everywhere.

Do you know what makes and annual plant truly an annual? For an annual to really be an annual, the
plant must finish its entire life phase in one planting season. The seeds germinate, the flowers bloom
for the spring and summer months, the plant lays its seed and the plant then dies, all in one planting
cycle.

There are some plants that are treated as annuals but are not truly annuals. Some sensitive perennial
plants are used as annuals and replanted each year, especially in colder northern regions. While these
plants could regenerate in warmer planting zones, in colder zone they are can't re−germinate and are
planted as annuals instead.

Conversely, some annuals are used as perennials. Some varieties of annuals drop such a large
amount of seed in the fall that the seeds are able to germinate and bloom the next year. The plants are
not perennials, but their seeds simply germinated and took root, and proceeded to bloom the following
year. Some of the more common perennial impersonators include snapdragons and petunias.

There are several ways in which you can start annuals in your garden, either by planting them as seed,
buying seedlings (or smaller plants), or buying more established plants. Many annuals can be bought
as cell packs, which are a sort of multi−pack. Whenever buy plants to transplant, make sure that you
plant them as soon as possible. If you can't plant them immediately, then make sure to keep the plants
in a shaded area and water them regularly. Remember to also water the planting area so that you can
moisten the soil well before you put your new annuals in the ground.

When using annuals in your garden it is important not to plant them too early in the season. The soil
should be warm and the air temperatures should be stable before planting any annuals. To get the
annual plant out of its packaging, lift the seedlings gently out of their packs by pushing on the bottom of
the container. Try to make sure that the plant and its soil comes out intact.
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If the roots of the plant are compressed, loosen them by tenderly breaking up the root ball or cut the
sides using a small knife. Doing this will promote deeper rooting and longer plant life after the plants
have been put into the ground.

Make sure that you plant your annuals in the ground at the same depth in which they came in the
packs. After placing the plants in the ground, gently pack the soil down around the annual and water
the area thoroughly. You should then apply a good fertilizer that is phosphorus−rich. Apply the fertilizer
at a strength of two tablespoons of fertilizer per gallon of water.

Following these steps will help get your annual garden off to an excellent start. In no time you will have
a garden filled with vibrant annual flowers.

To learn more about flower gardening and to pick up a free gardening report visit

http://www.flower−gardening−help.info

Choosing The Perfect Flowers For Summer

By Jennifer Houck

Summer flowers and bedding plants are a great way to instantly add color to your lawn. Summer
flowers start appearing in garden centers in the early spring, but you should be careful to plant only
after the danger of freezing weather has passed. Summer flowers produce the best results when
purchased ready to plant rather than trying to grow them yourself from seeds. Selecting the right
summer flowers for your area can be quite a task, especially if you are planting your first flower garden.
Here are some suggestions as to which flowering plants may be right for your situation:

If your flowerbed is in direct sunlight for the majority of the day, you will want to choose a hardy,
heat−resistant plant. Some of the better choices for full sun are marigolds, zinnias, petunias, and zinnia.
Be careful to choose a variety of heat−resistant plants, as some of these full−sun varieties are prone to
diseases, especially marigolds. You will want several types of flowers in your flowerbed not only for
contrast and interest, but in the event that one variety does poorly or becomes diseased, you can
simply pull the plants (roots and all) and cultivate your remaining varieties. Keep in mind that if any of
your plants are diseased, you should pull them immediately to avoid spreading the disease to your
other plants.

For areas that are in partial to full shade, consider impatiens, begonias, and vinca. All of these come in
a variety of colors and grow quite well in shady areas. In choosing the colors for your flowering plants,
remember that red colors make the plant seem closer and larger, while blue will give the illusion of
smallness and distance. Planting a single color of flowers will draw more attention to your flowerbed,
but if you want several colors make sure the flowers compliment one another. Purple goes well with
pink and white will blend in nicely with any other color. Also, red goes very well with violet as odd as
this may seem.
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The most important thing you can do to ensure beautiful summer flowers is to prepare your flowerbed
appropriately before planting. Till the soil thoroughly and remove any weeds, roots and all. Fertilize
your flowerbed before planting and for the first month after planting flowers, water every other day so
that the roots of the plants will be properly nourished. Use mulch as a covering in your flowerbed to
preserve moisture and do not over−feed your flowers. Use fertilizer exactly as directed on the package
and avoid getting the fertilizer directly on the parts of the plant that are above the ground.

Jennifer Houck is the owner of

http://www.bestflowergrowers.com

, the Best Flower resource for

learning how to grow your flowers.
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