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Player Profile: Amarillo Slim

By Kenneth Bateman

Thomas Austin Preston Jr. is one of the great legendary figures in the world of professional poker,

but to most fans he is much better known as "Amarillo Slim". Strangely enough, Amarillo Slim isn't a
Texan by birth. He was actually born in Johnson, Arkansas, on December 31, 1928, but he now does
reside in Amarillo, Texas.

Amarillo Slim is a colorful throwback to the "old days" when poker - then regarded as a disreputable
game - was played in the back rooms of saloons, pool halls, and cramped, smoke−filled rooms in
sleazy hotels.

Slim was what was known as "a rounder" or card shark, a professional gambler who made his living
hunting for "fish", gullible players with fat bankrolls who thought they were better players then they
actually were.

Amarillo traveled the country in his constant quest for "fish", or just looking for some poker action
where ever he happened to be, often accompanied by fellow "rounders" Doyle Brunson and Sailor
Roberts.

Slim is assuredly the stuff of which legends are made, and it was only natural that he should publish
his autobiography, "Amarillo Slim in a World Full of Fat People" in 2003 in which he tells of poker
games played with U.S. Presidents Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon, as well as Hustler Magazine
publisher and casino owner Larry Flynt.

Amarillo Slim did not, however, earn his legendary reputation due to his colorful past alone, it was his
exceptional poker−playing skills that initially brought him the fame he enjoys today. Slim, in fact, is a
four−time World Series of Poker event winner having won his four bracelets in:

· 1972 − $10,000 No Limit Hold ` em World Championship − $80,000 · 1974 − $1,000 No Limit Hold "em
− $11,100 · 1985 − $5,000 Pot−Limit Omaha − $85,000 · 1990 − $5,000 Pot−Limit Omaha − $142,000
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It could be said that Amarillo Slim has brought more world−wide attention to the world of professional
poker than any one individual, having appeared on such high profile TV shows as 60 minutes, The
Tonight Show and Good Morning America, among others. He was also cast in a 1974 gambling movie,
"California Split", starring George Segal and Elliot Gould, and directed by Robert Altman (M*A*S*H -
NASHVILLE).

Slim is generous with his advice to new poker players and been quoted as offering these words of
poker wisdom:

1. Play the players more than you play the cards. 2. Choose the right opponents. If you don't see a
sucker at the table, you're it. 3. Never play with money you can't afford to lose. 4. Be tight and
aggressive; don't play many hands, but when you do, be prepared to move in. 5. Always be observing
at a poker game. The minute you're there, you're working. 6. Watch the other players for "tells" before
you look at your own cards. 7. Diversify your play so others can't pick up your tells. 8. Choose your
speed based on the direction of the game. Play slow in a fast game, fast in a slow game. 9. Be able to

quit a loser, and for goodness' sake, keep playing when you're winning. 10. Conduct yourself
honorably so you're always invited back.

Kenneth Bateman writes numerous articles on the subject of poker and its players. To read more
player profiles, visit the

http://www.xlpoker.com

Choosing A Baseball Bat: Get The Basics Right!

By Robert Coram

Choosing the right bat for baseball is an important piece of equipment which has to be perfectly
comfortable for the player to use. Why? Because if is'nt it could hurt the players chances of getting hits!
And that's what it's all about!

First, the weight of the bat is one of the most important parts about choosing a bat. The bat should not
be too heavy as the player should be able to swing the bat with no problem. If it is too light the bat may
not be heavy enough to drive the ball. The bat should be heavy enough for the player to drive the ball
while being light enough for the player to get around on the ball. Simple concept, but often easier said
than done!

Depending on where the players stance is in the batter's box the player must adjust the length of the
bat to how close or far the player stands off the plate. If the player stands far off the plate then a longer
bat is needed. Conversely if the player crowds the plate then you should use a shorter bat in order to
get around on inside pitches.

In choosing a bat the player needs to gear the equipment to the level they are playing. If playing in a
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softball league metal bats can be used but if the league is professional the players need to use wooden
bats. Aluminum bats have more pop to them so if you are in an amateur league chances are an
aluminum bat would be the bat of choice.

Another aspect of choosing a bat a can be how thick the grip is. This is different in every bat so the one
that is right for the player is the one they feel the most comfortable with. The player needs to have a
firm grip on the bat as to hold onto it while swinging away.

If all this seems complicated, remember that finding the right bat will mean more chance of hitting
those home runs... and that's one of the best feelings there is!

Robert Coram writes for

http://baseballbatbox.com

, a website packed with baseball articles and

resources
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