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Playing Poker Online For The First Time
By Wes Young
With the exposure that poker has received from television and print media in the last few years,

thousands of new players are playing online every day. However, if it weren't for a few things holding
some players back, there would be many more new players. A few of the things that are causing fear
and/or apprehension are the safety of your hard—earned money at an online room and exactly how to
set up accounts not only at a poker room but also to fund the account. These are what this article is
about, so if you want to play poker online but haven't started, read this short tutorial and you'll be
started in no time.

The first question | am often asked is about the safety of a player's money online. Drawing from my
personal experience, | have been playing online for about two years and have never had a poker site
cheat me or steal the first cent. One of the reasons for this is | have followed these rules, which |
recommend to you. When | started, | only played at the larger rooms online. (There are over 250 rooms
S0 even restricting yourself to the top 30 or 40 rooms is safe and gives you plenty of options.) My
reasoning was that the rooms with the most players must have players that were receiving cash outs in
a timely manner. Also, the larger the room, the more they had to lose by cheating players. The way
poker is designed, rooms will make more money by being honest than by stealing from players who will
never come back. | also read reviews about the different sites in order to become comfortable with my
choice of a site, then downloaded the free software and practiced at the play money tables before
depositing.

The next question is the best way to get money in and out of an online poker site. Here are a few
simple and safe steps to get started.

1. Find a poker room you would like to try on this site and download the free software.

2. Open a checking or savings account with a local bank. (You probably already have one, but some
players open a separate account for poker.)
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www.neteller.com

or

www.firepay.com

and open a free account and link it to the bank account

from step 2. | have used Neteller and their service is safe, fast and free. You can transfer money from
your bank to Neteller and then into any online poker room for free. Then any money you take out of a

poker room will go back to Neteller and then back to your bank if you so choose. By using this method,
you don't have to worry about the safety of a credit card online and most rooms don't use credit cards

anyway.

4. Set up an account at the poker room from step 1. Usually you will click on "register" or "cashier”. You
will enter a screen name and password as well as some other information.

5. Either practice at a play money table or make your first deposit and jump into the live action. Good
luck!

Wes Young runs a poker web site at

http://www.pokermonger.com

where you can find information

about poker strategy, poker room reviews and unique poker articles. He also publishes a weekly poker
column. For information visit thepokercolumn.com

Top 3 Most Wanted Features Of Online Poker Sites

By Linda Harrison

Interested in playing a round or two of online poker, are you? If so, be aware that playing poker is not
like taking your chances in a slot machine. When playing poker - even though you're online - you're
not just going against a machine and the cosmic powers alone. No, you're going against live players
yourself, only you can't see them. And these other poker players are just like you - in the sense that
they can just as well scheme, bluff, lie, cheat and intimidate just to win.

If you're not willing to lose a lot of money for the sake of gaining much needed experience in playing
online poker, you then have to familiarize yourself with the most wanted features of online poker sites.

Not just any online poker site will do if you want to improve your chances of winning.
And without further ado, here are several of the most wanted features of online poker sites that you
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would care to know:

Type and Number of Players Registered - When choosing an online poker site to play at, one of the
most wanted features involves knowing just how many players are registered in the site. Naturally, you
want the online poker site of your choice to have a high membership rate because that means you'll
always have opponents available to face you at any time of the day - whenever the urge to play poker
strikes you - with such a high membership rate, you'll also have the luxury to choose which type of
poker player you prefer to go against. Naturally, there are some online poker sites who may indeed
have a high membership rate. But unfortunately for first—time poker players like you, most of the
registered members in these sites are already very good poker players and quite difficult to beat when
you go against them. If in doubt of the type of poker players registered at the site of your choice, try to
look for third party reviews so you won't make a mistake you'll later regret.

Variety of Games Offered - Poker is always a fun and enjoyable game, it's true, but if and when you
play the same thing over and over, it tends to become a bit boring, doesn't it? That's why when
choosing an online poker site to play at, you have to make sure that the website offers a wide variety of
games. This would ensure that you won't be too bored later on and secondly, you'll be able to hone
your skills in different poker versions.

Quick Payout - "Nuff said.Who doesn't like that?

Linda Harrison is an author at

http://www.casinogamblingport.com
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