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One of the best marketing strategies a business or organization can use is postcards. Even before the
arrival of online postcard printing and mailing services, postcards had a good reputation amongst
guerilla marketers because: They are fast, easy and relatively cheap — making them a boon to small
business owners who are short on cash and time, yet need to build their brand and stay in front of their
customers. A beautiful, full color glossy postcard is not going in the trash without first being read. You
can add a personal note. Plus, postcards create a pleasant emotional response because they are
usually received by friends and family. When you advertise your business anywhere else, your
competition knows it. But when you use postcards to communicate with your customers, it is direct to
them and your competition will have no idea.

With the new web technologies for postcards, it's super— convenient to just send one or as many as
you need without the effort of hand writing, addressing and mailing each one.

What is particularly nice about postcards is that nearly any business or organization can benefit from a
structured, targeted postcard marketing strategy. Take a look at some of the ways postcards can be
used.

Thank you notes. You can send a quick thank you to anyone for any reason and they will be so
surprised and pleased that you took the time. If someone sends you a referral or business lead, gives
you some information you needed, mentions you in an article — send them a note that shows you
appreciate it!

A follow—up offer or service. Within 30 days after a purchase of a product or completion of a service,
send them a discounted offer for a related service or product. Don't miss the opportunity for an
after—sale contact.
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Gift certificates or coupons. Show your best customers that you appreciate them by sending a gift
certificate that they can use any time in the next year. Even better, leave a space on it for them to fill
out a friend or colleagues name and give it to someone else to introduce them to your business.

Announce a new project or completed work. Postcards are perfect for photographers, web designers,
architects, graphic artists, or anyone else who wants to keep their clients in the loop on what they are
working on, with something visual and tangible.

Secret sales and pre—sales for preferred customers. Treat your existing and favorite clients to a sale
that no one else knows about — or give them an advanced peak at your new product line.

Introduce products or services. Postcards are an economical way to inform people about your product
or services, or announce new ones.

Announce a new web site. Create an announcement of your new web presence and invite everyone

you know to come check it out.

Remember special days. Send your contacts a holiday greeting or thank you note for Thanksgiving. If
you keep track of special dates in your customer's lives like birthdays or anniversaries, you can send
them a colorful postcard letting them know you are thinking of them.

Reminders. Businesses that rely on repeat business can take advantage of postcards to send
reminders and its not just for dentists any more! Why not remind your past customers of upcoming
birthdays or anniversaries, or special holidays like secretaries' day or thanksgiving, at just the right
time? Or perhaps your database tells you when they have likely run out of whatever they bought so
you can send them a reminder that its time to visit you again.

Just staying in touch. People like to be remembered and postcards are an economical and easy way
to say "thinking of you."

Recognition. Send out a postcard to let people know your good news about accomplishments and
awards or reviews you have received.

Invitations to an event. Postcards can be used to announce seminars you are speaking at, open
houses, book signings, and any variety of special events.

Think about all the ways you can use postcards, and then explore the many ways that you can
automate the process of sending them out quickly and cheaply. This is one of those marketing
strategies which looks much more costly than it really is, and will return more than you put into it. The
best part is, practically any small business can benefit.
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been working from home and virtually since 1995. You can subscribe to her free monthly newsletter
called Increase Your Reach: Infuse Your Marketing with Technology at

NOTE: You're welcome to "reprint" this article online as long as it remains complete and unaltered
(including the "about the author" info at the end), and you send a copy of your reprint to

The Humble Postcard Is Making A Comeback

By George Dodge

If you were a contestant on Jeopardy and the answer was "Postcards,” what would the question be?
How about:

"What is one of the most incredibly effective, yet under—utilized methods for driving qualified buyers to
your business or website?"

Many businesses think postcards are a little old—fashioned for this era of Internet Marketing, but nothing
could be further from the truth.

Online marketers are discovering that using email lists as an effective form of marketing is fading fast
due to the unfortunate avalanche of SPAM (unsolicited commercial email)!

Internet Service Providers and individual consumers are now trying to filter out the ever growing glut of
SPAM. But, unfortunately the software developed to assist in SPAM control is not terribly accurate and
a very large amount of legitimate communications between a business and its customer base is being

unintentionally blocked by these filters.

And even if the email does get through, it is often lost among the other 200 or so emails in the
receiver's inbox and simply gets bulk deleted. As a result, email is no longer a reliable method of
maintaining contact and building a relationship with customers.

Yet, most small businesses do not have large budgets to conduct full fledged direct marketing
campaigns. The humble postcard comes to the rescue! The humble postcard can serve both online
and offline businesses well, driving traffic to both brick—and—-mortar stores as well as commercial
websites.

Famous copywriter Gary Halbert says most people sort their mail over a waste basket. As they
mentally separate the mail into two categories, junk and personal, the junk mail drops directly into the
wastebasket unopened. But the postcard is already open. It is small and easily read at a glance so the
likelihood of the message getting through is increased greatly. And at the same time the production
and mailing cost remain economical.

Postcard advertising and postcard marketing are back in vogue. Marketing postcards can be sent to
customers as personalized postcards for any number of occasions, including holidays, birthdays,
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special events, or special offers.

The simple postcard economically helps keep businesses in touch with their customer base and
develop that all important relationship between the business and the customer. Promotional postcards
should be in every marketer's bag of tricks!

Are they in yours?

George Dodge is owner of

a resource site where you

can discover how to create winning postcard marketing campaigns for building your business on a
budget. Discover how you can download 3 FREE Chapters from the "Market With Postcards" course.
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