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| was faced with this question some years ago.

Allow me to back up for just a minute. Years ago, | bought one of Zig Ziglar's books on how to raise
positive kids. | first bought this book because, like many fathers, | wanted to know how to raise and
discipline my son when the time came. Little did | know that this book didn't deal so much with the
actions of the son, but more with the actions of the parents! It wasn't long before | started exercising
certain techniques in that book, and noticed they were actually molding my son right before my eyes.

My son was not into drugs, didn't stay out all night and really never gave his mother and | any
problems. Oh...did | mention that my son was only 5 years old at the time? What you are about to read
might surprise you, but | feel that it very well could inspire some of you as parents, not to mention
some of your children.

Because my son was an only child, he learned to pacify himself by either watching TV or doodling on
paper. We made sure he had all the favorite cartoon movies children liked to watch. It wasn't long
before we noticed that our son would watch TV for only a short time before he would go find his toys,
which were the small characters in his movies. He would place these toys in front of him with crayon
and paper close by, and continue to watch the movies while slowly trying to draw the characters.

One of the techniques that Zig Ziglar mentioned in this book —— I'll have to be honest here, its the only
technique that really stood out in my mind; | can't remember the others, but | still have that book —— was
to praise the child. But wait! It was to praise the child to other adults in such a way that the child just
happened to be within hearing range. It's one thing to receive praise yourself, but to overhear your
parents bragging on you to people on the phone or in the other room —— it seems to have a far greater
impact. | think we all can relate to that, even as adults.
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Back to the title of this little story. "When should an Artist NOT sign his work?" My answer is when he's
only 7 years old, and his handwriting is larger than the picture he just finished. See, as we continued to
praise Kyle for his artwork, it wasn't long before he was calling himself an Artist, (he believed it with his
whole heart) because he overheard us call him that to others. | had already taught him to sign his
artwork, because all Artists signed their work.

We had pictures of Darkwing Duck, and every cartoon super hero, pasted all over our refrigerator door.
Then something happened. | particularly noticed one picture he drew with a pencil (not a crayon)
before he signed it. The picture was of " Pinocchio,” and he drew it while looking at the cover of one of
his movies. | instantly fell in love with it and didn't want him to ruin it by signing it. (Remember, his
handwriting hadn't had as much practice as his art ).

So, | asked him if | could have that picture. With a big smile on his face he saw that | really liked that

one, so he gave it to me. | immediately placed it in a folder that | used for work.

Kyle knew that | carried that folder to work every day. He would often ask to see that picture and it
would always be within arm's reach of where | was sitting. Over the years, | would constantly be
looking at that picture when he was in the room. As a matter of fact, | recently decided to scan that
picture and put it on the Internet for even you to see. | never got around to having it framed and matted
—— | guess | must have known I'd be using it!

Why did | put it on the Internet? Because | still want him to know how much that picture means to me.

One other thing | forgot to mention. He's now 18 years old. He's never let a day go by without drawing
something. He began drawing what | always wanted him to draw, "pencil portraits" and back when he
was only 14 years old.

One of his first pencil portraits was during the Presidential debate between Al Gore and George W.
Bush. Kyle came home from school with a brochure he got during class as they were discussing the
debate. He sat down and drew a very good likeness of what would later become the President of the
United States. You can see the drawing of George W. Bush on Kyle's
website....http://www.kylehilton.com

Many parents have shared with us how they've showed their young children —— Kyle's website, to help
further inspire their own children's talents. Please feel free to drop Kyle a note in care of my email
address : thomas@ailspromotions.com and I'll see that he gets every email commenting on his
artwork. We welcome all comments because, yes we were able to raise such a positive kid and we still
continue to find ways to let him know it.

We do encourage you to pass this article on to anyone you know that could use an inspiration and we
encourage you to praise your children at such an early age. You'll be surprised at just what can be
accomplished from a child with a positive self image and positive parents as role models. Please visit
http://www.write—ebooks.com to download this story along with the picture Kyle drew at age 6 or 7 and
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two others he drew at age 14 —— all in an ebook format.

Thomas A. Hilton, Jr., entrepreneur, investor and proud father enjoys sharing his experiences and
success stories in ebooks. Author of "Entrepreneur's Approach to Buying & Selling on Wall Street" —
http://www.entrepreneurial-investor.com and helps to teach others to write ebooks at
http://www.write—ebooks.com

How To Prevent Your Child From Having Problems At Daycare Or School
By Susan Wong

Let's face it: As a parent or guardian, your child means everything to you. When putting your child
through daycare or school, it is important to make sure that nothing goes wrong to harm your child -
either physically or mentally.

Additionally, your child's health and safety should be one of your top concerns. If your child is enrolled
in a day care or school program and something goes wrong, you're sure to feel upset or angry.

However, taking an aggressive approach and complaining with the daycare or school can sometimes
make the problem worse rather than better. Rather, you should take preventative measures to making
sure that your child will have a wonderful experience.

Below are some proven steps you can follow to making sure that your child doesn't run into any
serious problem at daycare or school:

- Do not blame anyone before having solid proof or evidence. Work with your child's teacher or
caregiver on coming up with several solutions to the problem and reaffirm your active role in your
child's education. By being a problem-solver, you're not only showing that you're active and involved in
your child's life, but also that you're a responsible individual who cares about coming up with solutions
rather than winning arguments.

— Use subtlety when trying to probe the truth from teachers or caretakers. Try to find something worth
praising or noting in the school or person who is working with your child. Starting the conversation out
on a positive note shows that not only are you concerned about your child's well being, but that you
also notice and appreciate the dedication and enthusiasm of the caregivers and teachers involved.

— Let your child tell you in his or her own words what's going on at daycare or school. However, you
shouldn't rely on their explanation as the only one. Get information from teachers, classmates or even
other parents. You'll find that there are several sides to the story, and the more you know, the more
fully and accurately you can approach the teacher or caretaker and voice your concerns.

- Follow up with the people you've taken your complaints to and talk with your child to see how things
have improved. If the situation hasn't changed, take your complaint to the next person up and repeat
the steps above until a resolution has been made. Being informed and involved with your child's school
shows that you're more interested in seeing quality results than making a one—time complaint and
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letting the issue sit while nothing is done to correct it.

— Try to keep the issue on the actual incident instead of the people involved. This helps minimize any
later confrontations (between your child and another child, for example), and also helps the teacher
focus on the problem and not the ones who started it. Also, don't forget or ignore your child's possible
role in the problem.

As they say, it is best to prevent than to find a cure later. Always be sure to show your confidence in
the daycare or school you enroll your child in. This way the daycare or school will also respond by
living up to your expectations!

Susan Wong manages

and

websites providing free information and resources about child care. Visit her sites today for more child
care related articles and solutions.
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