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(NC)-Birthdays rank as the most important date of the year for many young children. Besides the cake
and the presents, it's a day when families communicate that a child is special and loved.

For a parent, this can mean a whole lot of pressure and money. Statistics Canada hasn't yet studied
the birthday party economy, but with 5.5 million kids 13 and under...that can add up to some serious
dollars and serious stress in planning.

Across Canada, time—starved parents may find it extremely difficult to fit birthday party planning into
their busy lives, especially when they want it to be a memorable party for their child. But there are
quick and easy ways to plan parties that will leave parents with the energy to actually enjoy the party,
and more importantly, won't have them dreading next year's bash.

The most important thing to remember is that you don't need ponies and jugglers to create memories
for your child. Instead, focus on simple ideas and take advantage of your child's active imagination by
letting them help with theme and activity ideas.

According to www.sunsationalkids.com, theme parties are wonderful because they set the stage for the
gifts, activities and party favours, and best of all, they take much of the guess work out of the most
important step of a party...proper planning. Other tips include:

Think about how old your child is turning because each age has different interests

Grab a notebook and sit down with your child (if they are over the infant/toddler age) and discuss with
them what type of party they have in mind.

Create a list of people to invite (four to six children for ages one to three, ten to twelve children for ages
four to 12).
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The absolute easiest way to throw a birthday party for your child is to do it at a venue that will either
plan the party for you or at least include all the required elements. For example, little girls who love
Barbie are all going to want a Barbie Birthday Popcorn Party for their next birthday. Available at
Famous Players theatres across the country, the Barbie Birthday Popcorn Party is a full birthday
package with a Barbie twist. The birthday girl receives Barbie-themed invitations to send out to her
friends, and the large party includes Barbie decorations, Barbie loot bags, and a personalized Barbie
cake.

"We've worked with Famous Players to create three totally Barbie—themed birthday packages that no
Barbie fan can resist,"” says Erica Van Kamp, Marketing Manager, Girls Brands, Mattel Canada Inc.
"These parties are not only great for the girls, but also for the parents — a Popcorn Party coordinator
does all the planning for you, and is even on hand to help out during the party. For more information
call 1-888-3-FAMOUS."

Other venues also offer inexpensive birthday party packages. Check out your local zoo, favourite
family restaurant, bowling alley, community pool, or skating rink.

If you are going to plan the party at home, it still doesn't have to be a stressful task. Just get creative
and use the internet for some great theme ideas like Hot Wheels, princess, Barney, and Blue's Clues.

Whether you choose to have a party at home or at a venue such as Famous Players, just remember
that the best part of any birthday party is that you are creating memories for your birthday girl or boy
that will last a lifetime. Don't forget your camera!
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Baseball Theme Scores Home Run For Birthday Party Planning

By John H. Rogers
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If you are planning a birthday party for your little baseball fan, a party theme surrounding the great
American pastime may be just the ticket. In order to plan the perfect event, there are several options to
consider. Where and when will the birthday party be held? How many invitations will be sent? What
type of food and activities will be available to guests? If you live near a party supply store, this will be
an excellent way to find birthday party decorations and invitations. Otherwise, the world wide web
provides a literal shopping mall at your fingertips.

In selecting a location for the baseball-themed birthday party, consider a local stadium, ballpark or
softball field where the children can enjoy participating in a quick game. If this is the selected location,
it's a good idea to take the upcoming weather into consideration. Unless you want the big game to be
rained out, select a day with predicted sunshine. A local batting cage may also be a fun idea for a
birthday party surrounded by the theme of baseball.

No birthday party is complete without the proper decorations. With a baseball theme, the party may
include a round cake in the design of a baseball or a sheet cake created to look like a playing field. As
for the table decorations, themed plates, cups and napkins will be a big hit. Now that the decorations
are chosen, the obvious food for a baseball birthday party would be hot dogs. If the party is held
outdoors, grilling would be ideal.

If you have the financial resources to do so, you may consider hiring a professional coach or athlete to
appear at the birthday party. An appearance fee will likely be required and will be determined based on
the popularity of the celebrity, their time spent, travel distance and other factors. In addition to being a
memorable guest of the birthday party, the presence of a professional athlete or coach will also provide
plenty of photo opportunities.

When all of the plans are confirmed, the invitations should be mailed. Birthday party invitations should
indicate several very specific factors, including the date, time and place of the event. If planning a
baseball theme, perhaps the invitation image would convey the same. If the majority of guests are
enrolled in school, the best time to hold the party would likely be on a Saturday. If you are concerned
about having enough food and refreshments to go around, it may be a good idea to request that every
prospective guest RSVP with their plans.

Learn more about birthday party — visit our website at

for

birthday party articles and reviews.
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