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Provence - A Wine Lover's Dream Come True!

By Mark Anthony

Provence is often overlooked by companies that offer traditional wine tasting tours, in spite of the

excellence of its wines. If you're a true wine lover and wine fan, this beautiful location in France offers
the most fascinating scenery and, not to mention, some of the best vineyards around.

In Provence, as everywhere in the Mediterranean, you'll find the people full of warmth, spontaneity and
a "joie de vivre". As you will soon discover, any of these master oenologists (winemakers) will be
delighted to introduce you to the wines they have become famous for; and share a little of the region's
history with you. In Provence your days will be filled with sunshine and warmth, and lush nights,
scented with jasmine, lavender and wild thyme − whether you stay in a bustling, crowded metropolis
with all the modern conveniences, or a turn−of−the−century country guest house filled with 17th and
18th century antiques. However, little do outsiders know that winemaking in Provence is a serious
business. Many of the winegrowers here have won the rights to include the prestigious "AOC"
designation (Appellation d'Origine Controlee) on their bottles of wines. This label assures the buyer of
a guaranteed vintage from the designated region. In order to win the right to become designated as an
appellation wine, winegrowers much pass rigorous tests and inspections.

If you are thinking of traveling to the south of France in the near future, think about including a trip to
one of the vineyards of the 60 winegrowers in the "Cotes de Provence" region. A small, yet beautiful
area, it takes in the departments of the Var and part of the Bouches−du−Rhone.

Located in the heart of Provence's winemaking region, the "Maison des Cotes de Provence" boasts an
outstanding selection of appellation wines. The Cotes de Provence winegrowers are experts in utilizing
traditional methods when harvesting and bottling their wines. Their deep respect for the soil, the
climate and the different varieties of grapes they use comes through in the quality and taste of each
bottle.

During your visit to Provence, you can also arrange to take a wine tasting course at one of the
vineyards where you will learn a complete understanding of wine: its robe (color), its bouquet
(perfume), its body (strength) and everything you need to know about service, conservation and more.
Not only will you be able to taste the finest wines, but you will also learn invaluable winemaking tips
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you can't learn elsewhere.

For the true wine lover, Provence is definitely a place to visit - both for the fantastic wines and
unforgettable scenery!

Mark Anthony is an avid wine lover. He owns a number of wine−related sites, including

http://www.frenchwinesecrets.com

,

http://www.italianwinesecrets.com

and

http://www.napawinesecrets.info

. More wine articles, resources and information can be found by

visiting his sites.

Why Are Wine Cellars Beneficial?

By Julia Martinez

Drinking wine is not only for occasions as we all know. What happens when you feel like drinking wine
and it is not available? You have a surprise visitor and you want to have this wine but it is not on the
market? These situations would be less tough if you have a wine cellar.

A wine cellar could store the wines you have and keep them more delicious as time passes by.

Is having a wine cellar not expensive?

Like any other home equipment, you need of course a sum of money to buy your own wine cellar. The
expense will not be that long−termed for sooner you could gradually attain the long−term benefits of the
wine cellar you have.

How does a wine cellar improve one's entrepreneurial skills?

Owning a wine cellar and increasing the number of wines you store on it is a way of polishing you as a
future entrepreneur. As your knowledge of wines improves along the process, you could never ignore
the fact that you would also be interested in starting your own wine business.

What is the best wine cellar?
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Different wine cellars have their individual strengths and they vary a lot. It depends on how one sees a
good wine cellar. To make your choices better, you could read about helpful tips on choosing the right
wine cellar. To add, online search would be convenient and effective too.

Why is a wine cellar important?

Wine is more than a delightful drink. It has with its contents healthful benefits. Having a cellar to keep it
with you without having to worry much every time you need some of it is the meaning of convenience
and assurance as well.

Wine cellars are the chest that holds within them the treasure− the bottles of wine!

Julia Martinez is a freelance writer for the Wine Times. She writes a regular column which is published
every Thursday. Her latest 'favorite pick' is

http://www.bargaincellars.com/

.
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