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Purchasing A House Plant

By Jena Luthovski

When purchasing a house plant for indoor gardening, select the plants that look to be free of pests.

It's advisable to check the foliage undersides and the leaves for signs of disease or insects. You can
select plants that look clean, sturdy and well−potted. If you choose plants with healthy foliage, then you
can avoid plants with scorched or yellow leaves, wilted foliage, brown leaf margins, spots or blotches
or spindly development. Moreover, shun those with torn leaves and those that have been cared for with
"leaf shines," which add an irregular polish to the leaves. Plants that have new leaf buds and flower
alongside young growth are usually of enhanced quality.

When transporting plants, it's important to remember the two seasons of the year that can create
impairment to the plants: the hot, hazy summer and the cold, chilling winter months. During the
summer, steer clear of placing plants in a car with the windows tightly shut, because temperatures will
tend to rise and destroy the plant very quickly. You can shade the plant from direct sun while it is in the
car; the plant can be scorched by the sun shining directly on it, although the air conditioner is on and
it's usually comfortable in the car.

During the winter months, wrap plants utterly before leaving the garden center to transport them to
your vehicle. A short run from the garden center to the car in severely low temperatures can kill or
acutely damage plants. Wrap plants completely with newspaper or paper bags, and then place them
carefully in the front of the car before you turn on the heater. The trunk of most cars is obviously too
cold to transport plants safely during the winter months.

On an unmitigated trip, make special arrangements so that the plants will not be damaged and frozen
by cold weather. Many foliage plants will be harmed significantly if the temperature drops well below
50°F, so it's vital to maintain a warm temperature as much as possible around these plants when
carrying them from one location to the next. Finally, never permit wind to blow across them from open
windows of the vehicle.

Research revealed an interesting phenomenon in the 1970s: Tropical plants grown in full sun have
leaves or sun leaves, which are structurally different from the leaves of plants grown in shade, known
as shade leaves. Sun leaves have less chloroplasts as well as less chlorophyll. Their chloroplasts are
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positioned deep inside the leaves as they are thick, tiny and plenteous. Shade leaves have a greater
number of chloroplasts and more chlorophyll, as they are thin and much fewer in number.

When plants are grown in strong light, they develop sun leaves which are organically inefficient. If
these same plants are placed in low light, they must either change existing sun leaves into evening
shade leaves or drop their morning sun leaves and grow a fresh set of shade leaves which are
organically more efficient. To lessen the shock which happens when a plant with sun leaves is set in
the shade, progressively condense the exposure of light levels. This process is referred to as
"acclimatization". The gardener should acclimatize the plants when setting them outdoors in the
summer by slowly.

Jena Luthowski writes about

http://www.HomeGardenCoupons.com

,

http://www.homegardencoupons.com/Categories/Animal%20Control.html

and

http://www.OnlinePromotionCodes.com

Taking Care Your House Plants During Winter

By Mary Williams

Many people do not know that plants need a special care during the winter. How cal you tell that it is
time? One touch of your fingers to that window glass will tell you just how cold it is outside. If your
house plant lives in a sunny window, you may want to move it 6" from the window. Any leaves in
constant contact with that cold will not do well at all. Your house plants can be decimated by a cold
draft as well.

Moreover, your indoor air becomes dry in the winter from running your heater. Doesn't your own skin
feel a little dry? The answer is not to water more often although you may need to do that also. The real
answer is to mist the plant at least once a day. It is important that your house plant leaves are clean.

You are better dust the leaves before you start misting those plants. Plants breathe through their
leaves and a layer of dust can be suffocating. Plants really should have their leaves dusted at least
once a week. Smooth leaves can be dusted with a soft cloth − no furniture polish please. Fuzzy leaves
such as the African violet can be dusted with a small paint brush.

Hanging plants like the beautiful Spider do well with a monthly shower to clean their leaves. Make sure
you use a gentle spray of water. Philodendron leaves can be cleaned with a solution of milk and water
− very light on the milk. It will make the leaves shine.
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If you have the space try putting a layer of rock in a pan − an old cake pan or pizza pan − fill the pan
with water and set your house plants on top of the rocks. Instant humidity. If you don't have space for a
pan, set out some decorative vases filled with water. You may just find that your own skin is feeling a
little less dry.

It is better to check the light your house plant is receiving. Days are shorter and you may need to
supplement with artificial light if your plants are looking a little sad.

There should be a resting period for your plants as all plants need it. So you should stop the fertilizer
for a couple of months. Trim off any yellowing leaves.

In summary, in house plants different from outside plants will mainly get an impact from dirt.

Mary Williams maintains many websites about home decoration, including

http://www.windowtintsecrets.info

and

http://www.windowtintingsecrets.info

. Find more interesting

articles and links about home decoration in her Websites.
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