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Ready Your Child For Reading

By Brent Sitton

It's never too soon to start your child on the path to reading. Simply talking to your infant and toddler

helps her develop the vocabulary she will need as she enters school and begins to read. As you point
and name objects, she will begin to understand the meaning of words, and will eventually begin to
incorporate those words into her vocabulary.

The U.S. Department of Education recommends beginning to read to your baby when she is six
months old. According to their 2003 report, "Hearing words over and over helps her become familiar
with them. Reading to your baby is one of the best ways to help her learn."

In that same report, the Department of Education also recommends that parents reach out to groups
that can:

* Help you find age−appropriate books to use at home with your child;

* Show you creative ways to use books with your child and other tips to help her learn; and

* Provide year−round children's reading and educational activities.

A child's love for reading grows when the words on the page come to life through experiences shared
as a family. For example, after reading Eric Carle's Ten Little Rubber Ducks to your toddler, you can
learn all about real ducks, make ocean snacks, or go on a family outing and feed the ducks at a nearby
pond.

In order to help your child get ready to read, the Department of Education also recommends:

* Using sounds, songs, gestures, and words that rhyme to help your baby learn about language and its
many uses.

* Pointing out the printed words in your home and other places you take your child to, such as the
grocery store.
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* Spending as much time listening to your child as you do talking to her.

* Taking children's books and writing materials with you whenever you leave home. This gives your
child fun activities to entertain and occupy herself while traveling and running errands.

* Creating a quiet, special place in your home for your child to read, write, and draw.

* Keeping books and other reading materials where your child can easily reach them. Having her own
bookshelf or small bookcase will not only make her feel special, but will also communicate to her that
reading is special.

* Reading books, newspapers and magazines yourself, so that your child can see that reading is
important.

* Limiting the amount and type of television you and your child watch.

The best thing for you do to ensure that your child will grow up reading well and loving to read is to
read to her every day. The time you spend reading together will create a special bond between the two
of you, and will open the doors for a dialogue that will continue throughout the more trying years of
adolescence. The Department of Education suggests that, when you're reading, you discuss new
words. As an example, they suggest that you say, "This big house is called a palace. Who do you think
lives in a palace?" Likewise, they suggest taking time to ask about the pictures and what your child
thinks is happening in the story.

The same report suggests additional strategies for early literacy:

* When reading a book with large print, point at each word as you read it. Your child will understand
that the word being spoken is the word she sees.

* Read a favorite book over and over again.

* Read stories with rhyming words and lines that repeat, and have your child join in.

* Read from a variety of children's books, including fairy tales, poems, and non−fiction.

The more strategies you can incorporate into your child's reading experience, the more likely you are
to help your child develop into a strong reader.

Brent Sitton is a founder of

http://www.DiscoveryJourney.com

, which features tools to promote a love

of reading. Character Trait based Children's Book Reviews include 5 related fun and educational Child
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Activities to inspire reading passion.

http://www.discoveryjourney.com/bookchild.htm

http://www.discoveryjourney.com/charactertrait.htm

How Reading Makes A Child Smart

By Jessica Davis

Reading makes you go to places. It allows you to turn back the hands of time. It will not limit you to
write and express your thoughts. It will lead you to higher levels. And it is one of the best skills you
could teach your child to develop. Reading is very important for it polishes a child's mind and makes
him or her think in−depth.

As you teach a child to read now, it will be a way of preparing the child for a brighter future. It will surely
enhance your child's language skills. It does not mean that if your child is not yet reading or speaking,
you will not accept the idea of teaching reading. Though he or she is not reading any words, the child
observes how you pronounce words and according to Bernice Cullinan, Professor of Early Childhood
and Elementary Education at New York University children who learned reading have longer attention
to give to listeners.

In addition, it is a way of preparing your child for some more complex words in the future. The English
words that the child must learn should those be which are of his level. As they listen to you, make sure
to make the words clear and point out the pictures on the book. This will allow them to recognize
speech sounds and figures as well. Books about the things that are daily around them and activities
they do are good examples

On the other hand, the reading of books will not just keep them educated but it is also one of the best
forms of getting them entertained. Nursery rhymes and other books are very entertaining for your child.
They would be realizing the fact that reading is not boring at all.

Reading will enhance your child's listening skill first. After absorbing all that you have read, the child
would then develop speech skills. One of the most valuable things a child could develop from reading
books is the skill of imagination.

This is also one way of showing your child that you really care. Moreover, reading time may serve as
your bonding time together. A parent must always see to it that he is keeping track of his or her child's
development and guide the child for the better.

Introduce reading to your child and you will introduce being smart for life...For it is in reading that he
will discover a world of awe and wonder ahead.

Jessica Davis is a freelance writer for the Baby Times. She writes a regular column which is published
every Thursday. Her latest 'favorite pick' is
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