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You probably feel that to cut the cost of your jewelry you must give up some beauty, not always true.
Let's say for instance that you have found a necklace that really is appealing but the cost is a bit more
than your budget will allow. There are a few options that you can investigate with this particular
necklace rather than just giving up on the jewelry or even more dangerous, spending more than you
had planned. This approach requires a little work on your part but can pay off immediately. As an
added benefit the principles here may not only help you get jewelry that is outside of your budget but
could also reduce the cost of jewelry that you may be prepared to purchase, now wouldn't that be
something to brag about! Obviously the objective is to save you money on the jewelry that you wish to
purchase. It is possible to achieve your objective and the benefits to this method are that you spend
less and you receive jewelry that is more attractive than you could have ever wished. The trick, and it's
not a hard one, is to find a designer that is willing to work with you. Using these methods you can
prioritize the most important aspects, prioritize the least important aspects, suggest possible
replacements for less important aspects, and offer a possible wish list if your designer can save
enough to include items you would like to see. | have included a short catalog for your convenience
that will transform these methods into actions; you can modify the procedures to whatever fits in your
comfort zone.

Create Your List

@Your first course of action is to write down the "critical" components / characteristics that attracted
you to this particular piece of jewelry.

@Next you will want to write down all the components / characteristics you notice that are "less critical”.
@You can, but it's not required, suggest replacements to the areas that are not as critical or perhaps
areas where the attractiveness won't be diminished if a less costly item is replaced where a more
costly item exists. Keep your budget in mind and remember this is all according to your preferences
with or without input from anyone else

@Finally, include a wish list, you must keep your budget in mind but here is an area where you can
include components / characteristics or a pattern that may be possible and would increase your
appreciation of the jewelry.
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@Check your work. It is very important to review you work up to this point, look at your list and make
updates if needed. Be honest and realistic for the best results.

@AIl the hard work is now completed; it's time to have some fun. Create a list combining all the
information you've prioritized. | have included an example with sample information for your review.

Name of Jewelry Piece
“Critical"

A - Description

B - Description

C - Description

“Less Critical" - (Replace?)
Clasp - (Same size, less costly)

Silver Beads - (Less number)
Chain - (Remove)

Charms - (Install type - smaller)
Wish List

Swarovski Crystals

More spacers

You should include some text below your list to go into more detail, and you can modify your list as
needed to get your point across. Don't forget it's alright to leave a cell blank or to put in a "?" if you
have no preference. The purpose of this list is to prioritize the "critical” and the "less critical" aspects
that you find appealing, this is very important in order to provide the designer with the information
needed to create an item that will satisfy all or as many of your wants as possible.

Use of Your List

@Emalil the particular designer and let them know that you love their piece but you would like to save
money if at all possible. Inform the designer that you have created a list that they may use to help you
achieve your objectives. Be honest and tell the designer the amount you feel comfortable spending if
they can create a plan that you can approve. Take into account that this is as much about building a
lasting relationship as any other objective.

@More than likely you will receive a positive response, designer just love to know what their customers
like to see.

@Send your list only if requested, you are half way there. You have successfully started a professional
dialogue and any designer will try to earn your business, within reason. Keep in mind that most good
designers will refuse to use certain materials; this is a good quality and helps the designer to establish
a certain quality.

@If things work as you have hoped you will be instructed as to how the designer would like to proceed.
Be prepared to send the full price for the item before it is actually created but know that it was your
suggestions that have guided the design of an item that you can take special pride in wearing or giving
as a special gift.

If your designer cannot help you, which should only be the case if you have asked for too much and
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indicated a price that is too small, you still have options at your disposal. Look at your list and you will
discover that it also has excellent keyword phrases in order of importance that you can use in your
favorite search. If you use this option consider too that you already have a list, and maybe with just a
little editing (or not), you can start the process over until you find a designer that can make you happy.

Best of luck, you can find that special piece of jewelry that really speaks to you. And always remember
"ask and ye shall receive."

Kathleen Badeaux is the designer and owner of Designs by Kath (http://dbk—beadedjewelry.com), her
pieces always consider style, fashion and beauty! She can be reached at
kath@dbk-beadedjewelry.com.

An Introduction To Jewelry Making
By Steve Gargin

| think that one of my favorite crafts is jewelry making. Beads should be part of any well-equipped
jewelry making kit. | love the choice of styles that jewelry making allows you to try. The range of
materials that you can use for jewelry making also means that their possible uses are limited only by
my imagination. Even though | was not a particularly experienced craftsperson | soon found that |
enjoyed jewelry making and created wonderfully original jewelry. Of course, | now wish that | was
capable of far more intricate jewelry making but at least | am always improving on the ones | made
before!

| enjoy jewelry making using a variety of different materials. It is fun to look at what | have handy that |
can convert into pretty jewelry. One of my favorites is using strips of colored paper for paper mache
jewelry. My kids love tearing pictures out of glossy magazines and we try jewelry making together, well,
almost! They prefer to move straight to the decorating stage and | have found that dried macaroni
makes an ideal bead. The tubes of pasta have a ready made hole for threading and can be painted
easily. We also use clay quite a lot when jewelry making, probably because kids enjoy molding the
shapes. | have to take over the baking part but once that is done they can decorate and varnish their
creations and continue with their jewelry making.

Of course jewelry making is made more fun if you can give the jewelry to other people to wear. | like
creating necklaces and earrings to give as gifts. People often appreciate handmade goods more than
shop-bought ones, but more importantly | save a fortune with my crafty offerings! My kids like making
friendship bracelets for their mates and have recently got into using lettered jewelry to make up
people's names on necklaces. A lot of kids wear them round here and also have become interested in
jewelry making too!

| use a lot of different materials as a base for my jewelry making. It would probably be impossible for
me to remember all of them but | like using leather cord and jewelry metal the most. | have tried almost
anything that | could thread a bead onto probably! Nowadays | do not have the time to dedicate to
jewelry making that | once did, in fact | probably haven't made anything for over a year due to our latest
addition but when she is older | may well teach her the basics too.
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Steve Gargin is the administrator of
a website dedicated to

bringing you the latest jewelry news and information.
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