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Repercussion Of Faith

By Todd Lange

Long considered as the bastion of feudalism, Catholicism and religion always seem to be

untouchable. It was often dangerous to remark something against it because individuals who do so
were often declared as heretics. As a result, religion's potential as a social force and power has always
been limited to spirituality. Its potential to develop societal beliefs, norms, and influence on political
paradigm shifts had been obscured by its more obvious function. But new researches had shown and
proven that religion, particularly the dominant Catholicism was a dominant influence in the political
movements that shaped the nation.

The time of the Inca or the native Indians saw a wide differentiation of faith. There was no Catholicism
and religion to speak of. The natives worshipped idols and the elements of nature. It was noted that
how they practiced "religion" or faith was also the way they governed their lands. In their faith, there
were many idols, each respected and worshipped. It was also the same way with their politics wherein
they were governed by a council. Though there was usually a chieftain, he had a council of elders
whom he consulted before any decision was made. In effect, there were many leaders. But despite the
many leaders, evidences indicated that the natives never fought among themselves. They chose the
strongest and wisest warrior to rule their land without any political parties. The decision is made by the
council, the chieftain, and the community, in general.

The invasion of the colonizers and their own brand of religion brought significant changes in the
political nature of the land. Catholicism and religion took hold of the land even with the resistance
efforts of the Indians. Suddenly, there was only one God and the idols were banished. Coincidentally,
this one−God mania also brought forth a change in the economic and political system of the land. There
was only one recognized ruler, and that was the Catholic king. There was also a monopoly of goods in
trade. But this Catholicism was obscured by the coming of the Puritans and The Quakers. Over time,
America became a state that offered a diversity of religion. Curiously, this diversity of religion mirrored
the shifts of political movements and economic trends. As there were many faiths, the country in
practicality, was also ruled by federal system and democracy. There was also what was popularly
known as the free trade or free market, wherein different individuals started their own trade rather than
being apprentices to established companies. Thus, the religious diversity gave rise to capitalism.
Possibly and probably, political and economic trends were dictated and determined by the dominant
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religious practices. It was also probable that the system worked in the opposite, with religious practices
ordered by the economic and political atmosphere. But whatever direction this system has pursued, its
repercussions were felt and influenced people's lives.

For more valuable information on Catholicism and Religion, please visit

http://www.bellinter.net
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Surely, most everyone who's ever attended church has heard a preacher say, "Faith without works is
dead," only to hear echoes in the background chanting, "Uh−huh."

He, then, proceeds with, "Show me your faith without your works and I'll show you your faith by my
works, " quoting James 2:18 ... which gets the Amen Corner going, "Amen! Right on! Hallelujah!
Preach it brother!"

Many sit there (feeling so superior), thinking they work in the church all the time, they've just been
patted on the back, and that this sermon is for someone else. Yet, I tend to wonder if anyone in the
congregation understood its meaning.

Until we trust God enough to take blind steps of faith, we haven't exercised faith at all. But, instead of
taking those steps, when the miracles don't happen, we blame God by saying He's changed.

Our works don't prove our faith. Our works of faith prove our faith, "Uh−huh! Amen! Right on!
Hallelujah! Preach it brother!"

When God speaks to you, try taking spiritual risks. Otherwise, you may never know what you are
missing.

© by Joyce C. Lock
http://my.homewithgod.com/blessingsandlessons/
This writing may be used in its entirety, with credits in tact,
for non−profit ministering purposes.

In addition to being a published author and poet, Joyce C. Lock created the religion column,
"Christianity Made Simple" for Peru Daily Tribune, continues to write inspirational articles for area
newspapers, and shares further in online and e−mail ministries.
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