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SMS service: Gaining Popularity
By Jennie
Short Message Service (SMS) is on the edge of becoming a big—time player in the wireless

technology. SMS has grown in popularity far beyond anyone's initial expectations. SMS is a smart and
trouble—free method to interact with our friends living even in farthest corner of the world. In the age
when science is dominating the world, SMS via our mobile phones is a boon of technology.

Every phone has a fixed limit of number of characters that can be written. Some have it at 160, while
others allow you to type 190 characters on a single page. As soon as the message is delivered, we get
the delivery report. The instant delivery of message depends on the network of the company whose
mobile connection we have. SMS is similar to paging but SMS messages doesn't require the mobile
phone to be active and within range. SMS's are sent via an SMS center.

Merits of SMS:

1. Cost effective: The wonderful feature of text messaging is that it is inexpensive. While an
international call can cost you several dollars, an SMS will do the same job in a significantly smaller
amount.

2. Comfort— SMS is perhaps the most convenient way to communicate. It allows you to chat with your
friends and relatives anywhere anytime.

3. Express your opinion— SMS is an excellent way to state your choice in matters of public concern.
You can also get a chance to win numerous contests happening on TV.

4. Spontaneity— Another significant feature of text messaging is the speed with which it connects us to
people. It reaches its target in a few seconds. Messages can be written and sent while you going to the
office, sitting idle in a bus or even watching television.

There are a few drawbacks of SMS:
- Some people become addictive to text messaging specially children. It may contribute to your
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mobile phone's monthly bill.
- SMS's are prone to failure due to network problems.
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Stay in the know with Google SMS by Jakob Jelling

The Short Messaging Service (SMS) from Google sends short, quick, text answers in response to your
gueries from an SMS-enabled mobile device, such as a cell phone. For example, you can look up
phone numbers and addresses of local restaurants, do local phone book searches, compare prices
from online merchants in Froogle to those you find in local stores, even look up definitions of words
from the dictionary.

SMS has long been a common means of mobile communication in Europe. It has been available in the
US for some time, but hasn't been widely used. You don't need a phone with a web browser to use
Google's SMS. Since the information is transmitted as text only, without graphics, only the ability to
send and receive SMS messages is heeded. At present, the service is only available only in English,
through major US wireless carriers like AT&T, Nextel, Sprint, and T-Mobile. Your service plan must
allow for SMS messaging also. Use of SMS doesn't generally count against minutes under most plans,
but both your SMS to Google and the answer received from Google will typically count towards
messages allowed.

Use of the Google SMS service is free at present, though of course users will need to pay any
connection and messaging
charges from their wireless carriers.

Google SMS can be handy for travel in particular. For example, let's say you've arrived at your hotel,
and really have a taste for Chinese food. You may be able to use Google SMS to enter "Chinese food
delivery" followed by the zip code of your hotel. Google will return, usually in less than a minute, a list
of local Chinese restaurants that offer delivery. This is a nice alternative to looking in a phone book,
where you may not know the city, and also is handy for situations where you may not be able to
connect to the Internet easily.

Jakob Jelling is the founder of http://www.sitetube.com. Visit his website for the latest on planning,
building, promoting and maintaining websites.
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