Safe Dog Toys

This Free E-Book is brought to you by Natural-Aging.com.

100% Effective Natural Hormone Treatment
Menopause, Andropause And Other Hormone Imbalanceg
Impair Healthy Healing In People Over The Age Of 30!

Safe Dog Toys
By Kirsten Hawkins
Dog owners love to think of their dogs as children. "That's my baby," they'll say when referring to

their dogs. They'll refer to themselves as "Mommy" or "Daddy” when talking to their dogs as well. And,
of course, they buy their dogs toys to play with. Choosing the right dog toys can be tricky. People like
to get cute, squeaky toys for their dogs or give them stuffed animals to chew on and carry around (the
stuffed toy becomes the dog's "baby" quite often - "Get your baby, checkers! Checkers, where's your
baby?") because they think it's "adorable.” Dog toys don't need to be "cute." They need to be practical,
fun for the dog, durable, and safe.

Avoid Non-Toy "Toys"

For as lovable, loyal, friendly, and playful as they are, dogs are not the brightest creatures. They are
naturally attracted to things that can cause them the most harm. It's important to start early with your
dog, providing save toys to chew and play with while teaching the animal to avoid household items it
may wish to use as toys. Dogs love to chew on pantyhose, for example, but these could easily be
partially ingested, choking the dog. Some dogs will chew on power cords, risking a harmful (or fatal)
electric shock. Teach your dog early on what things are for chewing and playing and what things are
off limits.

The Best, Safest Dog Toys

The size of a toy is an important consideration. Kongs, balls, and other typical toys must be small
enough that the dog can chew them and carry them, but not so small that they can become lodged in
the dog's mouth or throat.

Durability is a factor, especially for a dog that loves to chew. A toy that will break apart easily can
become a hazard as the small, sharp parts can be swallowed, caught in the throat, or cut the mouth
and gums. Again, a hard rubber Kong (easily one of the best dog toys ever conceived) is an excellent
choice.
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Softer toys, like the popular "squeak" toys made of thin plastic and full of air are good for dogs that are
a bit gentler. They're unlikely to chew through such items and are usually attracted by the squeaking
sound.

Tennis balls are great for some dogs, but poor choices for others. This is a question of size ratios. If
the dog is too small to fit a tennis ball all the way in its mouth, then it can be an excellent toy that the
dog will love but costs very little. If the ball can fit all the way in the dog's maw, however, it becomes a
choking hazard.

Kirsten Hawkins is a dog lover and animal expert from Nashville, TN. Visit
http://www.doghealth411.com/

for more information on dog health, the care of dogs, and dog travel.
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Did you know that dog toys are actually good for your dog, and not just an indulgence on the part of the
owner?

There are all kinds of uses for different types of toys.

First, starting as puppies, toys give your dog a distraction from other would-be toys like your couch or
your favorite pair of shoes.

My dogs all love ropes. Every single one of them that has ever had one played with them until they
were tiny pieces of thread.

Ropes serve a couple of great purposes, in addition to keeping your dog from chewing your house up
like termites.

First, it's great bonding for you and the dog if you engage in a good game of tug—og-war. It also helps
them exercise. Our dog Sadie is one big mass of muscles. When we play with the rope, she uses her
entire body to try to get it away and you can just see all of her muscles flexing. She's a Black Lab and
has the most beautiful, sleek black coat.

Rope dog toys also help keep their teeth clean. Who wants to have a dog with teeth problems? | mean,
you really don't want to go into that pointy landmine when your dog is in pain and irritable, do you?

Like people, dogs are comforted by familiarity. So dog toys that they know and love are great travel
companions. They help give your dog a little extra comfort when you're away from home or take a
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vacation with your dog.
Here are some tips to consider when buying dog toys:

Make sure they do not have small, choking parts. Dogs are like babies here, they put it in their mouth
and can choke. They don't know Heimlich!

Don't get realistic looking toys like, say, shoes or food. You don't want them thinking that your shoes
are toys or that hot dog sitting on the counter is really his toy.

Don't buy too many toys. Rotate the ones they already have. | do this with my kids too and it works
great. It's like getting new toys all over again.

Tina Spriggs is an expert dog lover whose lifelong interest in canines provides the motivation for her

site. To learn more about dogs or to find gifts and toys for them visit her site
Dog-Gifts—and-Toys—for-Dog-Lovers.com. Copyright 2004. All rights reserved.
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