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Save Gas With A Hybrid: 2006 Honda Civic Hybrid
By Lyn Davis
Starting at $22,150, the 2006 Honda Civic hybrid is a great choice for any car buyer who seeks a

safe, attractive, environmentally—friendly vehicle at an affordable price. Honda retooled the Civic hybrid
to make it even better than before. Standard features include an 8-valve 4—cylinder gasoline engine,
anti—lock brakes, front and side cushion airbags, a sleek, multi-tier panel and a top—notch audio system.

Like all hybrids, the 2006 Civic combines a gas engine, powerful battery and electric motor to achieve
maximum mileage and reduced emissions. The 2006 Honda Civic hybrid can cruise using only its
electric motor in particular driving conditions. This makes it a "full hybrid" vehicle. As far as gas mileage
goes, the Civic hybrid gets 49 mpg in the city and 51 mpg on the highway. This is a slight improvement
from the gas mileage of the 2005 model.

The 2006 Civic hybrid's electric motor produces 20 horsepower. The battery pack used for storing
energy is 158 volts, increased from the previous year.

The 2006 Civic hybrid offers seating for five and is considered a compact sedan. Sleeker and more
attractive than the 2005 Civic hybrid, the 2006 model is great for anyone seeking a sportier hybrid car.

As far as power goes, the combined gas engine and electric motor of the 2006 Civic hybrid produce
115 horsepower, an increase of 23 percent from the 2005 model.

If you think the 2006 Honda Civic hybrid might be the right car for you, the next step is finding a
reputable dealership. You can search for dealerships in your area using the Yellow Pages or the
Internet. It's a good idea to visit more than one dealership before deciding which one should have your
business. Make sure your salesperson is knowledgeable and friendly without being overly aggressive.
And always take a test drive to make sure the vehicle you think you want to purchase feels right to you.

For more information about Hybrid Cars visit
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What You Should Know About Gas—Electric Hybrid Vehicles
By Carol Evans

As gas prices continue to rise to unprecedented heights with future increases on the horizon
(projected prices for the summer of 2006 are as much as $1.50 per liter, or $6 per gallon) more and
more people are considering purchasing a hybrid vehicle. It is important to understand what a hybrid
car is, what types are available, and the benefits of purchasing a hybrid vehicle.

A hybrid car is a vehicle that uses a combination of at least two different fuel sources for its propulsion.
Although many combinations are possible, generally when people are talking about hybrid cars, they
are referring to cars with a combination of a gasoline internal combustion engine, an electric motor,
and a battery that powers the electric motor and stores energy for future use. Hybrid cars may also be
called gas—electric hybrids.

Some examples of current hybrid cars include the Toyota Prius, Honda Civic Hybrid (HCH), the Ford
Escape Hybrid, the Honda Accord Hybrid, and the Honda Insight.

Due to their special use of technology, hybrid cars receive much higher gas mileage than the average
U.S. vehicle. In fact, hybrid cars hold the top spots for fuel economy in their respective categories:
two-seaters, compact cars and mid size cars. The clean burning hybrids also receive a one-time
deduction for tax purposes in the year of their purchase, as part of the Federal Government's clean air
initiative. Hybrids will save you money in gas, but this should be set against what they may cost you in
other areas. Hybrid cars are as much as $2,000 to $5,000 more than the standard version of the same
vehicle. They also contain parts that might be more costly to repair or replace due to specialized
mechanics. The more complex powertrain of the hybrid car also means that you will require a more
specialized mechanic when it comes time for repairs.

Hybrid cars also typically have less power that the non—hybrid version. The emphasis has not been put
on speed, and the acceleration capabilities are often not up to par with comparable vehicles.

It is important to remember that hybrid cars are a new technology. As with most technologies, they will
inevitably improve over time, so it might be best to hold off on purchasing that new hybrid for a little
while, until their engineering catches up to their economy.
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