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Save Time And Money On Theme Park Days

By Heywood Hall

Many people, especially families, can be put off visiting big theme parks because of the costs. Once
you've added up the entry fee, the on-site catering, the travel, the souvenirs and any other expenses, it
can turn out to be an expensive day out. Here are some ways you can enjoy the thrills without counting
the cost:

1. Buy tickets online

Most major theme parks let you buy tickets online and these are often cheaper than the prices at the
gate. Alton Towers, the UK's biggest theme park, charges around 20% less for online tickets than it
does at the front gates, and that's a saving that can make a big difference to your day out.

2. Take your lunch with you

Theme park catering can be expensive, and it's not always the sort of food you want to eat. Save
money by packing a picnic - there's nearly always somewhere nice to sit and eat — and your time is
better spent queuing for rides than for food. Be aware that most theme parks will want to check your
bags as you go through the gates, but it's worth 5 extra minutes there for the cost saving.

3. Think before you buy

Souvenir shops are very tempting, but stop to think before you buy something themed after every ride.
Limiting your budget means that you are far more likely to buy something you really want, rather than
bits and pieces that you'll never look at or use.

4. Stay close to the park

A lot of theme parks have hotels on site, which is handy, but expensive. Instead, try a guest house or a
bed and breakfast that's close by. That way, you can stay for much less, but with the park still only a

short drive away. And if you can get cheap park entry on your second day, you can make a weekend of
your theme park visit for a lot less than you might think. You can also extend your stay and visit other
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attractions with the money you save!

Heywood Hall offers family—friendly accommodation just 2 miles from Alton Towers, the UK's biggest
theme park. Visit their website by clicking on

http://www.heywoodhall.co.uk/

Selecting A Party Theme
By George Meszaros

Coming up with a theme is the easiest way to create an atmosphere for your party. Selecting your
party theme should be one of the first steps in your planning process. A theme doesn't eliminate
spontaneity from your event it makes it more complete. Before you create your party theme think about
how some themed parties made you feel in the past. Was it the Hawaiian party theme, or the 60s
flower child theme, or Mardi gras party theme was the most precious experience? Your theme could be
a single theme or variations on other themes.

Whatever your party theme may be make sure you incorporate it in as many aspects of your party as
you can. For example, if you go with a Christmas party theme make sure everything speaks
"Christmas." You should ask your guests to come dressed in Christmas theme close. Make sure you
prepare foods normally served around Christmas time, and serve it in Christmas theme plates. The
possibilities for decorating your house for a Christmas theme are endless. Even the colors you use
should reflect your theme.

If you are having a party for your child, get her involved. Your child will have a lot of fun just choosing
the party theme.

Because most holidays reoccur every year, you have plenty of time for planning and preparing. You
can stock up on supplies long before your event. If you have a Christmas party every year, you may be
able to save a lot of money buying decoration items after the holiday season. By planning ahead you
are not only better prepared but you can also save a lot of money. Gift and party stores are full of great
deals to be had after the holidays. It gives you an opportunity to pick up holiday themes plates,
napkins, tablecloths, cups, and many more items you may need for your party.

The fundamental difference between theme parties and parties that feature themes is the amount of
planning involved. With some thought, a lot of creativity, and careful planning you can create a great
theme party everyone will love.

Author: George Meszaros with
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