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Search engines are constantly tweaking their ranking algorithms and when that happens some pages
lose their top ranking positions. One such event was the infamous Florida Update. Many pages were
practically kicked−out of the top 1000 pages for competitive keywords.

With recent updates, webmasters have been thinking that Google does not use PageRank because
low PR pages can get very good rankings. Before that everyone was saying that PageRank was THE
factor for top positions. Now, everyone is saying that keyword rich anchor text links from many different
sites is the key for the top ranks.

All these recent events seem to indicate that search engine algorithms are totally unpredictable, right?
Wrong!

All search engines are going in the very same direction. The scientific literature related to information
retrieval and recent search engine patents reveal the not−so−distant future of search engine ranking
algorithms.

Introducing Topic Specific Link Popularity

For the last few years search engines relied on General Link Popularity to assess the importance of
every page. Relevancy was based on a combination of General Link Popularity (importance) and
keyword matches on page and off page (anchor text of links for specificity).

General Link Popularity is measured by summing the weight of ALL incoming links to a page. With
General Link Popularity ANY link improved the importance of a page. Webmasters started to buy
high−PR links from totally unrelated sites. Pages were getting unrelated votes.

To combat this problem, Google implemented a Topic Specific Link Popularity algorithm. When a user
specifies a query, Google determines the importance of a page by the Link Popularity it gets from
RELATED to the keywords pages.
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A link from a page will give you considerable Topic Specific Link Popularity when:

1) the page itself is optimized for your keywords

2) the page has a high General Link Popularity (PageRank)

3) the page is from a site owned by someone else (you can't vote for yourself)

From a search engine's point of view, implementing a Topic Specific Link Popularity algorithm is a very
tough task when the queries need to be answered in less than a second.

All you need to know is this: the top ranked pages for competitive keywords are the ones with the
highest Topic Specific Link Popularity.

You need links from pages that have high PageRank, are optimized for YOUR keywords and are
owned by someone else.

How do you get these links?

1. Search for your keywords on Google and look at all pages that rank for your keywords. Seek links
from these pages.

2. Reciprocal Links. Swap links with sites that can give you a link on a page optimized for your
keywords. Look for pages with high PageRank that have your keywords in their title and in their
incoming links. Reciprocal links work provided that they come from optimized for your keywords
(related) pages.

3. Buy links from some of the top ranked for your keywords pages.

4. DMOZ and Yahoo's directory usually have pages that are very well ranked for your keywords. You
absolutely must get links from these pages. If you have a commercial site, don't hesitate and buy a link
from Yahoo immediately. It is well worth the $299.

5. Find out who links to the top ranked pages for your keywords. Many of their links will not be topic
specific, but many WILL be. Try to get links from the related ones. A page is related when it has your
keywords in its title, text etc.

6. Form a link exchange ring with some of your competitors. That's a brutally effective strategy.
Basically, you link to your competitors from your main optimized page (usually the home page) and
they link to you from their most optimized page! Such rings can dominate the top positions and will be
very difficult to outrank (it is difficult to get that amount of topic specific links). The caveat here is that
the link exchange is on the main page and is not buried somewhere deep.

One more very important tip.
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Increase the relevancy of the page that links to you by using your keywords in the anchor text and the
description of your site! Yes, having keywords in the links pointing to your page increase your rankings
not only by associating the keywords with your page but also by increasing the relevancy of the page
that gives you the link! That's the reason SEOs think anchor text is the most important factor. It is NOT.
You can get a monstrous ranking boost from a link that does not use your keywords in the anchor text
provided that the page has high PageRank and is optimized for your keywords (an example would be a
DMOZ listing).

What about getting unrelated links?

Let's say you buy a high PR unrelated link. The page that links to you does not have your keywords in
the title and text. The only factor that makes the link relevant to your keywords is the anchor text to
your site and your description. You'll still get some benefit but that's nothing compared to a link from an
optimized for your keywords page.

Your site can't get into Google's top 1000 results?

If your site lacks Topic Specific Links, it may get filtered out from the results even if it has a good
amount of PageRank (from non−related or affiliated sites). You need some threshold amount of Topic
Specific Link Popularity to get into the top 1000 pages for very competitive keywords.

Two Final Points

1. Only one link per site can give you a Topic Specific ranking boost. Look for a link from the most
optimized for your keywords page.

2. If you find a page that ranks well for your keywords, go for the link EVEN if that page has a lot of
links on it.

To recap: the more optimized a page is for your keywords (measured by PageRank and keywords
found on−page and off−page) the more Topic Specific Link Popularity Boost you will get from a link.

Topic Specific Link Popularity is and will be the key for top rankings. Anchor text plays a major role but
it is not THE factor. PageRank is still very important especially the PageRank of the pages that link to
you.

Hristo Hristov, owner of the

How Can Seo Help My Website?

By Dana Bradley

SEO or search engine optimization is very useful for any website. Search engine optimization basically
directs search engines to your website whenever a key word is typed. So if your web site is search
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engine optimized, whenever a user types in the keyword "cat," your website will be displayed on the
search list if you are a cat lover's web site.

If you are a marketing firm trying to sell different kinds of products, then you may want to use search
engine optimization to your advantage. If you are selling carpets for instance, you would definitely want
the users to see your site when they search for carpets on the internet. Your sales will dramatically
increase if you properly optimize your site for search engines.

If you are a charitable institution that is looking for donors to your cause, then you may want to use
search engine optimization to increase everyone's awareness of what you are trying to do in the world.
Let us say you are trying to save the dolphins in your area from extinction. If you would like to raise
funds for dolphin protection in your area, you must use search engine optimization to reach users who
type in "dolphins" in their search engines. Not only will you reach these people and let them know of
your cause, they will also probably be donors and helping hands to what you are trying to do in this
world.

Let us say you are an internet dating site. You charge members $2 a month to be listed on your dating
list. If you would like to increase the number of users in your website, then you should use search
engine optimization. Whenever someone is looking for a date through the internet, all you have to do is
to be key word sensitive to the word dating on search engines. Whenever someone types the word
"date" or "dating," your site will automatically appear on top of the list. Watch web traffic increase in
your site and watch your online sales soar to new heights.

If you are someone who simply wants to become popular, then you could use search engine
optimization to your advantage. Whenever someone types in your name on a search engine, your
website will appear. You can put all of your crazy stuff there or whatever substance that makes
yourself popular. You can upload videos to your website showing off your soccer skills. Maybe you
might want to upload some poems on your website if you are a writer that wants to be heard.

SEO or search engine optimization is definitely an advantage to anyone who uses the World Wide
Web on a regular basis.
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