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Why Isn't My Website In The Search Engine?
If your site isn't found in the search engines, it is probably because the
robots couldn't deal with it. It could be something as simple as not being able
to find the site, or it may be more complicated issues involving the robot's not
being able to crawl the site or figure out what your pages are all about.

Submitting your site to the major search engines: that will help deal with the
"can't find it" problem. Even having links pointing back to your site can be
enough to attract the search engine robots. Google, for example, suggests that
you may not have to submit your pages; they will find your site if you have a
link pointing back to it from at least one other site on the web.

If the robots can find your site but can't make sense of it, then you may need
to look at the content and technology used on your pages. Frames, Flash,
dynamically generated pages, and invalid HTML source code can cause problems
when the search engine robot tries to access your web pages. While some search
engines are beginning to be able to index dynamically generated pages and Flash
(e.g. Google and AllTheWeb), use of some of these technologies can hinder your
ability to be indexed by the search engine robots.

Text in images cannot be read by the search engine robots. Using ALT image text
is an important way to help the robots "read" your images. Websites with
extensive images rely heavily on ALT text to present their content.

How Do I Get The Most Out Of Indexing?
If you know what to "feed" the spidering robots you will help yourself with
search engine ranking.
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Having a website full of good content is the major factor. Search engines exist
to serve their visitors, not to rank your website. You need to be sure to
present yourself in your site in the way that will be most useful to the search
engine visitor. Each search engine has its own idea of what is important in a
page, but they all value text highly. Making sure that the text on your pages
includes your most important keyword phrases will help the search engine
evaluate the content of those pages.

Making sure that you have good title and meta tags will further assist the
search engines in understanding what your page is about. If the text on the page
is about widgets, the title is about widgets, and the meta tags are about

widgets, the search engine will have a pretty good idea that you are all about
widgets. When their visitors search for widgets, the search engines know to list
your site in the results.

A sitemap page is a very good way of giving the search engine robot every
opportunity to reach your website pages. Since robots click through the links of
your web pages, make sure that at least your most important pages are included
in the sitemap; you may even want to include all your pages there, depending on
the size of your site. Be sure to add a link to the sitemap page from each page
on your site.

Another important consideration is that of keeping all of your pages within a
small number of "clicks" from your top page. Many robots will not follow links
more than two or three levels deep, so if your "widgets" page can only be
reached from your home page by following multiple links (e.g. home page >> about
us page >> products page >> widgets page), the robot may not crawl deep enough
to get to the widgets page.

Testing Your Website For Search Engine Robot Accessibility
To get an idea just what the search engine robot "sees" on your page, you can
look at the Sim Spider tool. You may be surprised at how different your site
looks to the robot. You can find this tool at
http://www.searchengineworld.com/cgi−bin/sim_spider.cgi

You will see text and ALT image text show up in the results. If your entire
website is built in Flash, you will see nothing at all because robots don't
understand Flash movies.

The Bottom Line
When it comes to search engine robots, think simply. Lots of good content and
text, hyperlinks the robots can follow, optimization of your pages, topical
links pointing back to your site and a sitemap will help insure the best results
when the robots come visiting.
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Resources

SpiderSpotting − Search Engine Watch
http://searchenginewatch.com/webmasters/spiders.html

Robotstxt.org
List of robots and protocols for setting up a robots.txt file.
http://www.robotstxt.org/

Spider−Food
Tutorials, forums and articles about Search Engine spiders and Search Engine
Marketing.
http://spider−food.net/

Spiderhunter.com

Articles and resources about tracking Search Engine spiders.
http://www.spiderhunter.com/

Sim Spider Search Engine Robot Simulator
Search Engine World has a spider that simulates what the Search Engine robots
read from your website.
http://www.searchengineworld.com/cgi−bin/sim_spider.cgi

Daria Goetsch is the founder and Search Engine Marketing Consultant for Search Innovation
Marketing (www.searchinnovation.com), a Search Engine Promotion company serving small
businesses. She has specialized in search engine optimization since 1998, including three years as the
Search Engine Specialist for O'Reilly & Associates, a technical book publishing company.

How Search Engines Work

By Matt Colyer

Before anyone can start optimizing a web site, you must understand how search engines work.

Search engine optimization is the hardest thing to do for a webmaster because there are so many
rules to it and you have to stay up to date with all the new search engine optimization techniques.

Search engines send out what is know as a robot or some people call them spiders to index your web
page. They find web pages by links, When a robot finds a link on a web page it will follow it to that
page (you can join www.linkexchangeit.com to trade links with other members). Each search engine
has it's own robot and each robot acts different, then other robots. Some robots will index all of your
web site in day and others will take weeks before they get all of your web pages. A spider is a
computer software that moves from web page to web page by links gathering information.
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After a robot has indexed your web page it is sent to a database which holds large amount of other
web sites. After in the database your web page will be part of the search engine results. The way it
indexes your web page and where it places it on its search engine results depends on a number of
factors that are on your site.

Search engines will rank your web page based on the information robots receive from indexing. The
better you have SEO your site, the higher the ranking.

Matt Colyer is the owner of the

Network and is a part−time SEO. He also is a php, CGI

and ASP developer.

How Search Engines Work
Sitemaps and Hypertext Links: "Food" for Search Engine Robots
The role of the robots.txt file to improve site ranking!
Input! Input!
Using "Robots" Meta Tags

Hitting the Search Engines
AX Gold's Download Page Protector
Clickbank Search Engine
PPC Profits
Submit Your Website To 40 Of The Top Websites Every Month FREE
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