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I did grow up in the Northeast but I have yet to experience the people labeled as the "elites" or morally
inferior. My neighborhood was at the lower half of the middle class spectrum. It would be more likely to
find a Chevy Nova on blocks in the driveway of a house in my neighborhood than it would to find a
Benz or a Beamer. I went to public schools. When I was a kid I would go to morning mass every
weekday, and once on Sunday. My father didn't work on Wall St., he worked on Main St. My mother
was a stay at home mom for much of my childhood. After graduating from public school I went to
community college and from there, state school. I paid for it all and I still am.

We grew up in a worse area then some and a nicer area then others and I had friends who liked to
hunt but not one of them felt the need to regularly carry a gun. I was taught that the respect for life
should be complete, that life begins at conception, "Thou Shalt Not Kill" no matter if it's war or capital
punishment. I was taught morals and a value for life. I was taught to act in the image of Christ, that
justice is integral to society, as is food, shelter and health care.

I wasn't born with a silver spoon in my ass. I didn't go to private school or an Ivy League school like
Yale or Harvard. My father wasn't a senator in the government, he was a deacon in the church. My
house had visiting poor Vietnamese and black people living in it, not maids and hired help. We didn't
go to Kennebunkport for Thanksgiving; we delivered food to the needy. On Christmas we went to
church, like we did every Sunday and we always prayed before every meal. We never got everything
we wanted on Christmas day or on any other day for that matter. We were taught that if you wanted
something bad enough you worked for it. The few times that we went on vacation we didn't get on a
plane and head out to our 1000 acre ranch, we got in our car and drove to a cabin within the same
state.

Life wasn't easy on us. Drugs, suicide and violence affected people where I lived in a real way. The
men that lived in my neighborhood were the guys that actually fought in the Vietnam War. They were
the guys who regularly rushed into burning buildings and when those 2 big ones collapsed in
Manhattan, they were the guys who died. Family, where I grew up, was a priority and the glue that held
us on the brink of sanity.
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No, I don't know any northeastern elites or moral degenerates. I've known a bunch of decent people
living life the best they can, who value their family and their God. They may not always agree with you
but that's probably because they've lead a tough, different kind of life than most are used to. They have
a different perspective on things that's rooted in where they've come from, what they've seen with their
own eyes, and heard with their own ears.

And they don't know how truly good they are.

The Indy Voice (http://www.theindyvoice.com/) is a no−nonsense blog that discusses politics, current
affairs, and American society and culture without any consideration of ratings or commercial entities

(big business).

The Indy Voice

The Color Blue: What Does It Mean to You?

By Dylan Miles

Colors are important in our lives. They are all around us; in nature, in our homes, and in the clothes we
wear. The color blue means different things on different levels. Blue is natural, practical, and symbolic.
We choose to wear specific colors to say something about us. The color blue is often associated with
the serenity of the sky, with a sad and depressed mood, or with the music of the Blues. Some
countries, like Greece, have blue as their national color and have it on their national flag.

What does blue mean to you?

You probably associate the color blue with the blue of the sky and the ocean, and if you do, then you
also associate blue with serenity and peace. It's no wonder! Blue is very much a tranquil color. In fact,
it is said that the color blue produces chemicals that calm and soothe the mind and body. For this
reason, blue is one of the most popular color choices for bedroom walls, and is often used to paint
baby room walls.

Blue is often associated with "feeling blue" or being depressed. But studies show that the color blue
inspires productivity in people. People, it is said, work better in blue rooms. And more than that, some
fashion experts suggest that wearing blue to a job interview is great because blue makes a statement
about loyalty. Blue creates the opposite impression of red, which is a color associated with power and
passion. Fashion experts suggests wearing red to a job interview if you want to show power and
strength.

Blue is also associated with the music genre, the Blues. In fact, the basic characteristic of the Blues is
the "blue note", an irregular music note. The Blues are often sung about lost love and troubles, but in
general blue is a positive, calming and serene presence in our lives.
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Dylan Miles, journalist, and website builder, lives in Texas. He is the owner and co−editor of

http://www.bluethings.info

on which you will find a longer, more detailed version of this article.
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