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Do You Have What It Takes to Grab and Hold Reader Attention?
Does your fiction writing do the sales work for you?

Do you have that magic ingredient to hold readers until story's end?
What are readers looking for in a good read anyway?

This article tells you how the What's In It For Me? (WIIFM) formula, normally applied to commercial
endeavors, is equally important to readers who are browsing or scanning fiction looking
for that next good read.

What's In It For Me? is all about you giving something of value. This is what attracts and holds your
reader. As a fiction writer this thing of value that you give to the reader is an experience.

An experience is an exchange between the story and the reader that sets up a thinking and feeling
connection for the reader.

When a reader first approaches any story they have no connection, no feeling response. At this point
no exchange has occurred and no experience has begun.

It is your story's responsibility to move the reader into a state of connection by giving them a thinking
and feeling experience. The better the experience, the more your story is valued.

How You Create an Experience for Your Reader.

Your fiction story is built from components: plot, structure,

characters, action, description, dialogue and your writing style.

It is from these components that an experience can be created if you ensure they have quality.

Without quality components your writing will be, at best, bland or uninteresting (default reader
disconnection: browsing on to the next book), or at worst, even irritating (active reader disconnection:
noting never to look at that author's works again).
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Rigorously apply the following checklist to your story, before and during writing. This ensures each
component contributes to a quality reader experience?

Plot

- Does it offer enough temptation for the reader to come along for the ride? (Apply this question to
every component.)

- Are the twists and turns believable even if incredible?

- If it's a simple or well-used plot, remember that more responsibility for creating reader experience will
therefore fall on the other components of your story.

Structure

- Have you chosen a structure that presents the story in its best form and light? Or did you pick the
easiest or most familiar structure without thinking about it?

Character

- Here is your most important opportunity to give the reader an experience. If you don't create
connection here your reader has little reason to stay with the story.

- Psychological depth and originality create some of the most compelling and successful
characterizations. Are you creating characters using a 'cut and paste' approach from elsewhere in
fiction or life? Or are you originating from within your own creative depths, having absorbed
observations and experiences from life and let that settle into the mix within yourself? A Philip Marlow
character or an unfamiliar (new) mix of traits?

Action

- Are your action scenes genuinely originating out of your characters' interactions with the plot and
each other? Or are you artificially imposing action responses onto your characters? The latter can lack
believability and lose the connection you may have established with the reader via other components
of your story.

Description

- Enough or too much? Are you including trivia? Are you omitting vital 'show don't tell' information about
character, place, purpose, atmosphere. Is your description integral to the transmission of the plot,
characters, action, your style, the story's tone? The reader's feeling experience can be enormously
enhanced by judicious use of description. It helps create that virtual reality experience that takes the
reader deeper into the story.

Dialogue

- The most important questions to consider with dialogue are: Is it worth saying? and; Is it said well?
Delete, or replace with valuable content as necessary.

- A note on using street talk. Beware; great skill needed. Reading written translations of this material
can be tedious.

- Similarly, with jargon or accented language use this sparingly and with skill, otherwise it is painful to
read. Err on the side of using regular written language with tweaking to support your style, story tone,
or the character's personality or background.
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Your Style

- Some writers forget or choose not to develop this and just copy someone else's style or a generic
style. This can work if the other components of your story are strong.

- If you specifically try for the creation of your own writing style or 'voice', remember to create a style
aimed at benefiting the reader, not your self image. If the former leads to the latter, great. The flow
goes one way only. You may need to experiment or workshop this style. Look for a feel, a pace, a tone,
a way of thinking, speaking or moving that creates the type of energy you want for your story,
characters, narrator and action. Find an integrated, fundamental way to write this energy into your story
components. Each time you sit down to write your next scene you need to put yourself into that energy,
that style, that feel, to maintain consistency and quality.

Briefly

Practice these seven components with short written versions to ensure you have a quality experience
to offer your reader. Try standard ten—minute exercises. This will give you an idea of which components
you are ready, and which need more development.

And always apply your maxim: What thinking and feeling experience are you giving your reader? Are
you taking them there? Or are they just watching from the outside while you go there?

Need To Read? Take a Break! A quick break to clear and refresh your mind before plunging back into
your busy schedule.

Claim your fr*ee fiction ezine now. http://www.Seismicfish.com

Quality 21st century crime fiction, science fiction and historical fiction, and articles, courses,
entertainment and freebies. Submissions welcome 21st of each month. Come join me in a good fr*ee
read!

Raven is the Publisher, Seismicfish.com. Fiction publications include fr*ee ezine of crime, historical
and science fiction, and related non—fiction and entertainment. Submissions welcome.
http://www.Seismicfish.com

Why You Should Never Pay To Gamble With A Cash Advance
By Bob Janeway

Being a compulsive gambler is never really a good thing. That is simple really: you don't ever want to
over—gambler, especially when you can't pay for your next "fix." Compulsive gambling is a disease, no
matter how you look it; and like any disease—mental or physical-you must take a practical approach to
diagnosing your problem and overcoming it.

Most gamblers will use their own money. But if they become a compulsive gambler, they will continue
to use whatever money they can borrow, whether it means secretly mortgaging the house or taking out
a loan. Some go to a casino and think of using just $50; then that figure goes up as they think the next
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big win is just around the corner.
A cash advance for a gambler is a disaster just waiting to happen and should never be taken.

A compulsive gambler who can't pay for his addiction through his own money is in trouble; and if he
applies for a cash advance to help him, then he will be in even bigger trouble then before. He could
and probably will end up in a huge mountain of debt with no feasible method of escape.

A compulsive gambler taking a cash advance is not good for the simple reason that he probably won't
and or can't pay it back, even if he has a regular income; it can be difficult for them and that is why a
cash advance for a gambler is a pitfall itself. The cash advance company does not know much about
the person who is applying for a cash advance, except for the information that they fill in on the cash
advance form.

This means that they don't know if a person is a compulsive gambler or not, so they presume that he
will use the money wisely and then pay them back there amount every month. Of course, the gambler
will think that his next big win is around the corner, but a gambler can never know when the next big
win is.

If you are thinking about taking a cash advance to pay for time at a casino, you should instead think of
how you can reduce the amount of gambling you do, so that it remains a recreational activity and not
an addiction that controls your life.

Consumer Finance—All you ever wanted to know about finance and money at
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