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Showing Your Patriotic Spirit: World Cup and Beyond!

By Blair Stephens

As the summer of 2006 approaches a number of holidays and occasions are coming that stir our
patriotic spirits. Of course, in the U.S., the most obvious occasions are the fast approaching Memorial
Day and Independence Day on July 4th. On a global scale, the World Cup Soccer championship is
coming around again as well. With all of these events that unite countries together in a common bond,
many wonder about the best way to showcase their own patriotism. Here are some fun ideas of how to
show your own patriotism no matter the occasion.

First, the most obvious way to show your love for your country is by making sure you have a beautiful
http://www.usaflags.com/items~cname~US+Flags+and+Flag+Sets~cc~US%2DFlag.htm

UsS flag or

country flag to show your allegiance! There is nothing like a beautiful and durable
http://www.usaflags.com/items~cname~US+Flags+and+Flag+Sets~cc~US%2DFlag.htm

American

Flag flying from a pole in front of your home, or extended from your roof or porch to show your
patriotism and holiday spirit in the summer. And remember, you do have a wide selection of materials
and sizes from which to choose so even if you need a smaller scale U.S. flag, or if you are working
within a tight budget, you can fly your Old Glory with pride.

Some older homes will also fly some of our

http://www.usaflags.com/items~cname~Historical+Flags~cc~Historic%2DFlags.htm

historical US flags
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as well to showcase the beauty and metamorphic quality of our country. The Bennington Flag, one of
our first battle flags and the Betsy Ross flags are both popular options and look particularly appropriate
hanging from older, majestic homes. Additionally, many residences and businesses will also fly a state
flag below their American flag to show their pride in both their country and their home state of the
Union. Of course, in the U.S., if you choose to fly multiple flags, make sure you follow the Flag Display
Guidelines provided it the U.S. flag code.

As the World Cup Soccer Tournament approaches, patriotic fever will likewise grip the tournament
team countries. Whether you are in England, Mexico, Angola or the Ukraine, you'll want to show your
support for your World Cup team. Of course, the easiest way is to make sure you bring your country
flag to the tournament games to inspire the players on the field and show your patriotic support to the
world!

If you are lucky enough to go to a game, face painting the appropriate flag of the world is popular, as
well as wearable flags that come on t-shirts, hats and other apparel. Hand held flags can provide a
great option for children, while larger flags have often been popular as capes and as banners for
adults.

Another great way to show your spirit is to buy purchasing an official National Team Jersey for your
country. You can go to the FIFA World Cup store ("
target="_blank">http://fifaworldcup.yahoo.com/06/en/>) and shop by continent for the jersey for you
country. You'll also find lanyards, hats, jackets and bags. If you are celebrating the World Cup
tournament, don't forget to incorporate this year's mascot, GOLEO VI, the lion in with your gear. This
King of Parties should unite everyone cheering on this great sport and provide a positive spirit for good
sportsmanship so that everyone can get behind great soccer and the best winning team.

No matter which patriotic event you are celebrating, in the U.S. or abroad, the other easy way to show
your spirit is by using the colors of your flag, or even your continent. Africa's pan—African colors of red,
green and yellow are a great example if you want to support Africa as a country or specific countries
like Ghana and Tunisia! If you want to be a little off beat, check out colorful hair dyes like Manic Panic
and incorporate your countries' colors on your head, or look for fun and silly patriotic pet gear so your
dog or cat can show their own patriotism!

Whether you are participating in a global event like the World Cup or in national events like
Independence Day or July 4th, showing you pride for your country can be fun and creative. From
traditional symbols like U.S. flags and
http://www.usaflags.com/items~cname~Flags+of+the+World~cc~FOTW.htm

flags of the world, to fun

iterations of patriotic displays from face painting to hair dye, have fun showing your patriotic spirit this
summer!

Countries participating in the World Cup:
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- Korea Republic
- England

- Mexico

- USA

- Argentina

- Brazil

- Ecuador

- Paraguay

- Australia

- Costa Rica

- Trinidad and Tobago
- Germany

- Ukraine

- Poland

- Netherlands

- Croatia

- Italy

- Portugal

- Sweden

- Serbia and Montenegro
- France

- Switzerland

- Spain

- Czech Republic
- Japan

- Saudi Arabia

- Angola

- Cote d'lvoire

- Togo

- Ghana

- Tunisia

World Cup Official Site: http://fifaworldcup.yahoo.com/>

FIFA: http://www.fifa.com/>

World Cup Tickets: http://usa.2006.com/>

Blair Stephens is a prolific copywriter and proud member of the USAFlags.com team. USA Flags
specializes in manufacturing the highest quality flags in every size and in the best flag materials. If you
need a durable American flag, State Flag, Decorative flag or custom flag then

http://mww.USAFlags.com

has the flag for you. Enjoy our flag resources section which will answer any
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and all questions about flag care, display, folding and more!

A New Kind Of Patriotism
By Jim Wilks

No matter who you voted for in the last election, or even who your parents voted for in past elections,
we are all still American citizens today and will be tomorrow.

We are all American citizens.

That statement means something different to each and every one of us who call these great United
States of America our home. We are all different in some ways while we are so similar in our love of
our country and its' emblems like our anthems and flags. It is imperative that we reunite under our
common flag, sing our anthems and get back to being the best and most respected country in the
world.

Take a look around the world. Even in countries that would do us harm, there are individuals who want
what we have. They sense our freedoms and our liberties. These people envy what we take for
granted. Are we willing to throw away what we have because we are divided along political lines?

What we need to do now is concentrate on a new kind of patriotism.

"A new kind of patriotism" What does that mean? Perhaps it is time that the citizens of our great
country agree to put our differences aside for the good of the country. We need to forge a common
view of where American is heading. It is up to us to work for an American that we can all feel proud of.

What will be our legacy? History has seen us as a kind and generous nation. Strength and prosperity
are required for us to afford the luxury of kindness and generosity. To maintain this strength and
prosperity, we will have to unite and become one nation again. The backbone of this unification will be
our patriotism.

Our patriotism has always been strong. It has fortified us in many battles both military and spiritual.
Our founding fathers knew what patriotism was. It has always been a great insult to question publicly
another mans patriotism. We must look deep inside of ourselves to raise a new kind of patriotic feeling
that all Americans can feel as one. A patriotism that Americans will once again hold high and question
only in the darkest of times and situation.

Who knows where patriotism grows?

Our next battleground will require some new heroes and heroines to show themselves. Each and every
one of us has the power to effect change in those around us. A simple display of your American pride
may not convince someone to change his or her convictions but it may very well plant the seed that
blossoms week or months later. Our troops know where patriotism grows. It grows in every hard

fought battle for liberty and justice. It casts a shadow on every country that we help around the world.
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Our troops know it. Shouldn't we?

How do you show your American pride?

We should not feel ashamed of our love of country. We should feel free and comfortable to express it.
Is that not the spirit of what America was founded upon?

American patriots display their pride in many different ways. Some patriots where red, white and blue.
Some patriotic souls where old glory flag as pins, hats, t—shirts and even bake flag shaped cookies.
The point is, if you feel patriotic pride then show it! It is not hard to find plenty of great patriotic gifts
and patriotic gift ideas. There are many patriotic Web sites and store. Some of these Web sites even
offer free patriotic stuff. Now that's showing patriotic pride. What ever you do, showing your pride is
just the first step. Sharing your pride is next. Try encouraging friends and neighbors to show their
American patriotism by buying a bunch of American flag lapel pins and passing them out to everyone
that you see in a day.

Others may not understand or approve your displaying pride. This will provide a great opportunity for
the patriotic "bridge—building" that we so desperately need in this country. If someone gives you a hard
time for wearing a star and stripes jacket or playing basketball with a red, white and blue, basketball,
then just remind them that no matter who you voted for in the last election, or even who your parents
voted for in past elections, we are all still American citizens today and will be tomorrow.

www.Patriot—-Mall.com
— Show your American pride!

Jim Wilson is an entrepenure and born again American patriot who writes and lives in northern
Washington state.
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