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By Tom Gauger
After being in the music business as long as | have, you meet a lot of people - many of whom are

extremely gifted and others, well there are others to. As a professional jingle singer, former talent
booking agent with the William Morris Agency and founder of ReelMusician.com, I've heard it all - The
excuses that is. Many individuals want the glamorous lifestyle of studio singing work, but they don't
want to make the investment that is needed to put them on the map singing commercials. Let's spend
a few minutes looking at a typical investment to get you started singing jingles and general session
work.

By now, you've seen all kinds of services, prices and wonder what you should do in terms of your
singer reel. Let's spend a few minutes exploring what you shouldn't do. The biggest mistake new
singers make is to assume that their friend's studio is going to get the job done - That might work for a
rough draft or even a fairly polished song or artist demo, but when you want to play in the game with
the big cats singing commercials, you better have a singer reel that sounds like downtown. You can't
afford not to have an incredible singer reel out there and chances are, your friend can't write or figure
out what the jingle producers are looking for and what will catch their attention. There are jingles that
are sung professionally on the air and then there are the singer reels that have to establish credibility
with producers and writers and believe it or not, sometimes there is a big difference on what you
should include on your reel and what you shouldn't even though it sounds like current commercials.
Remember you have to grab their attention and that may or might not be different from the niche of
jingles currently in vogue.

How much should a jingle cost and where do | go? Great questions. There will be significant difference
in prices when you're looking to record your singing reel. There are plenty of folks online who will try to
charge you a mint and you wouldn't be any better off with them as opposed to your friend's studio. At
ReelMusician.com we try our best to offer affordable jingle reels for singers trying to break into the
market and deliver the demos that just knock your socks off. We don't let anything leave the studio until
it meets the needs of the singer capitalizing on their strengths and weaknesses. When you are looking
to record your first demo always ask for samples or at least listen to them online and you might ask
them for references.
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How much should | plan on spending to get my jingle reel done right? You should plan on investing a
minimum of $500 and really push to spend closer to a $1,000 when it's all said and done. Just to give
you an idea, at ReelMusician.com, and because of the demand our prices will most likely increase
shortly, we start out with jingle singing packages of (3) for $290, (5) for $380 and (7) for $495. You will
have to include studio time to record your lead vocals on these tracks, which doesn't have to cost an
arm and a leg, but you might figure an additional $200 — $300 and then the cost of making your CD.
Most individuals burn their own CDs with easy software that creates the jewel cover artwork. That's a
realistic picture of your costs. And believe me, we're not getting rich at those prices. Think about it and
divide the total cost by the number of jingles and it's actually very affordable and cost effective. For
individuals really willing to make an investment in their singing career, it's a great way to go. What
stops most individuals from following a very doable dream? I'm not sure | have all of the answers.

Many individuals have the dream, but not the follow through. Many yet, have the dream, but are willing
to spend $5 — $7 for an appetizer a couple of times a week and blow all kinds of money frivolously

before they are willing to make a real investment in their future. You will find that most individuals fall
into what | call the "I have a dream, but refuse to follow up with any significant resources to make it
happen even though | spend all kinds of money on drinks at the bar, and many other a sundry of
frivolous spending. These individuals will often make the call to ReelMusician.com asking if we
represent folks for commercials, but when told of the basic costs and needs of a professionally written
and produced jingle singer reel, tell you that they will, "think about it" and get back with you. They have
no intention of getting back with you because they spend their money on what they want to spend their
money on - And so we can't help them, nor should we. We try as best we can to help individuals who
are really putting forth their best effort not because they are spending money with us, but because they
have the dream and are really going after it.

Your investment in your singing career will also require a start up time investment of meeting with jingle
singers in your area to get their ideas, contacts, etc as well as finding the key players in your
immediate area who are writing commercials and industrial music. Once you have established or are
building your singing base in your area, you will want to branch out and do the same in other markets.
You will want to follow up in markets that tend to pay well if you are going to travel like Chicago, L.A.,
New York, Atlanta, Dallas, etc. You will need to keep a simple contact sheet either in your computer or
on paper and keep up with the conversations, telephone numbers and all contact information. Your
follow up will be key.

In closing, get the best possible jingle singer reel, with a great looking CD cover, and follow up with
individuals like I've just described and you will be well on your way to singing studio and commercial
work! Email us and let us know how you're doing.

Mr Gauger is a former talent booking agent with the William Morris Agency and founder of
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. You may contact the author at
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tgauger@reelmusician.com
.&nbsp; Free
e-books "The Jingle Singer's Guide," and "Secrets To Great Song Demos," may be downloaded at

http://www.ReelMusician.com
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When you think about it, most of the cultures on this planet have some form of singing that is
fundamental to their way of life. You may only sing when it's absolutely impossible to avoid it, like at
birthdays or when you are amongst a group of people singing your national anthem or at a family sing
along. Whatever the occasion, there are many people who are terrified to be heard singing in public.
They would rather chew on road kill than sing in front of other people!

The desire to sing is really quite natural and it happens to everybody at various times. How many times
have you been driving along when a favourite song comes onto the radio and, before you know it, you
are tapping the steering wheel in time with the beat and singing along almost oblivious to the world
around you?

Why is it that so many people who sing boisterously in the shower cannot be convinced to do the same
thing in front of an audience?

In western societies we tend to think of singing as something that only professionals do. Somehow, if
you are not a pop star or at least in a band then you can't possibly be any good at it. You would simply
embarrass yourself if you were to sing out loud in a public place!

The truth is; most people can sing quite well if given the right encouragement and a few basic tools to
help them progress. The fundamentals of good singing technique are quite easy to understand and can
be learned by almost anyone with simply the desire to improve themselves. There is no reason to be
one of those people who have rotten fruit thrown at them when they sing!

In 2001 | spent a lot of time helping develop a revolutionary approach to singing. Together with Kate
Slaney, one of the most successful singing teachers in Australia and Roger McLachlan from The Little
River Band we set about to create a contemporary singing course that could be used over the internet.
The result is at http://www.exploreyourvoice.com

After decades as professional musicians and singers we figured we could produce something that was
accessible, fun to use, and was able to dispel the entire mystique about singing.
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Honestly, it was an enormous gamble. We dedicated 2 years of our lives to building this online course
that streams straight to your pc from a website and we were not at all sure how well it would be

received. The net can be a fickle place.
Now, 2 years later, thousands of people have used Explore Your Voice to build their confidence and

discover their own unique voice.

Ultimately it all depends on what you want in your life. For some people, a great singing voice is not so
critical, they would prefer lots of cash if given the choice! To others it is as important as breathing. The
ability to sing in key with a strong voice and a warm, charming tone is one of life's true rewards.

In my experience, many would—be singers simply never make that necessary decision to invest a little
time in themselves. They like the idea of singing well but find themselves always putting it off to
another day. The next time you pass by a karaoke bar think of this — what is stopping you?

Michael Oliphant is a successful professional musician,producer,songwriter and web developer.When

not drinking coffee in cafes around St Kilda Australia he can be found as part of the team at
http://www.freeonlinesingingmagazineorhttp://www.exploreyourvoice.com
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