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Starting New With A Nursing Career

By Rita Henry

"I just want to give something back," says one new nurse from a recent graduating class. Unlike

your typical newcomer to a nursing career, Steve is not in his twenties and female. Rather, he's one of
the growing number of `non−traditional' nurses who have adopted a nursing career after a lifetime of
work in another field. Nursing is growing in popularity as a second career for a lot of reasons, not the
least of which is the fact that it's a job that makes you feel good about yourself.

Known as second−degree or second−career nurses, this growing segment of the nursing world brings a
unique slant to patient care. According to instructors and supervisors, second career nurses have a
strong work ethic and a commitment to helping others that makes them a credit to the profession.
Second career nurses come from all walks of life. Many have advanced degrees in other fields, but
have traded in their Wall Street portfolios for a pair of rubber−soled shoes and a stethoscope. For
some, the impetus was the loss of a job due to downsizing, but for many, the decision was a conscious
commitment to giving something back to the world. They want to work in a job that directly benefits
people, where they can make a visible difference in someone's life. The hands−on medical care in a
nursing career gives them a satisfaction that's hard to find in any other line of work.

If you're considering re−entering the work world as a nurse, there are opportunities open in hospitals,
nursing homes, medical facilities, outpatient programs and public health areas. You can build a nursing
career working in research and technology, or doing direct patient care, or both. An occupational
nursing career can give you a chance to work in sports medicine, industrial medicine or the
rehabilitation field. As a home health care worker, you can make a major difference in the quality of life
for new parents and their babies, adults who are facing major medical decisions, children and families
coping with diabetes and asthma and seniors who require a few hours of skilled nursing care a week in
order to remain at home among their families and memories.

There are also opportunities for a nursing career in more unusual areas, especially if you choose to go
on to more specialized training and acquire an advanced degree. It's difficult to imagine a more fulfilling
career than one as a nurse−midwife, helping to usher new lives into the world, for instance, or as a
nurse practitioner helping parents cope with their children's illnesses. Many second career nurses
combine their former experience with their new nursing careers to open new doors. A paralegal with
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many years experience might work in the field of medical law as a consultant, helping hospitals and
medical facilities create policies that are fair to both patients and staff. A teacher may draw on years of
classroom experience to work as a nurse in the community, educating children on medical awareness
and teaching them how to take charge of chronic illnesses like asthma and diabetes.

There's almost no limit to the kinds of jobs and challenges open to someone who chooses to pursue a
nursing career. If you've chosen to pursue nursing as a second career, take the time to study all your
options and find the one that's most satisfying for you. It may be a second career, but it's one that can
last you for the rest of your life.

Rita Henry is a contributing editor for Nursing Job Finder, the leading job and resource site for the
Nursing Industry. Interested in receiving only the hottest Nursing job listings weekly for free? To learn
more visit

http://www.nursing−job−finder.com/article1

Nursing Degrees Through Online Continuing Education

By Garrick Banks

If you are interested in a career in nursing, you will at one point or another begin a search of schools
that you might wish to attend. A nursing degree is very valuable nowadays and can open many doors
to different health and medical positions with even greater pay scales. Moreover, most technical and
trades schools offer online equivalents of their nursing degree programs.

1. Why Nursing?

A career in nursing is the most frequently enrolled in program even when compared with business,
legal, and other trades degrees. Enrolment has become easier than ever − often you can enroll online
by filling out a form or two.

2. What Program Should You Choose?

When one registers to study nursing, you can actually choose between several different nursing
programs. Some of the categories in the nursing continuing education include the following −

− Accident Precautions − Biological Agents − Cardiovascular Studies − Critical Care Nursing −
Degenerative Conditions − Home Health Care or Community Nursing − Hormonal Conditions −
Maternal Health − Mental Health Nursing − Nursing Management Issues − Pediatric and Perioperative
Nursing − Legal Nurse Consultant Courses − Nurse Home Administration Courses

3. After You Finish Your Online Education

If you sucessfully complete your final examinations, a degree will be mailed to you and you can use it
to apply to any job it is relevant towards. One of the advantages of taking such programs is it provides
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you additional knowledge for you to be competitive enough in a career in nursing. Graduating with only
a baccalaureate degree will just contain you in a position and gradually make you stay there until you
retire.

4. The Benefits Of Online Learning

− Learn according to your own schedule − No transit time fees to and from school − Significantly less
expensive than a traditional education − Almost all nursing degrees have an online counterpart

5. Nursing as a profession

Nurses acknowledge that the nursing profession is an essential part of the society from which it has
grown. The authority for the practice of nursing is based upon a social contract that delineates
professional rights and responsibilities as well as mechanisms for public accountability. The practice of
nursing involves altruistic behavior, is guided by nursing research and is governed by a code of ethics.

Nursing continues to develop a wide body of knowledge and associated skills. There are a number of
educational paths to becoming a professional nurse but all involve extensive study of nursing theory

and practice and training in clinical skills.

For more great nursing degree related articles and resources check out

http://onlineeducationadvisor.info
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