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By Michelle Simmons
As of today, there are thousands of Americans living in Europe. The majority of them are there for

job purposes, and one of the main jobs they hold is teaching English. Teaching English in Europe will
always be a source of employment for those wishing to live abroad, since the value placed on
native—speaking teachers in Europe is extremely high.

The information below is designed to help you start thinking along the lines of becoming an English
teacher in Europe. Consider these facts before you begin your job search, and the process should go
much more smoothly for you.

Choosing a country

Your first step after deciding to teach English in Europe should be to decide what country you'd like to
teach in. This is a difficult decision and should involve a great deal of research on your part.

The fact is, every country in Europe has different requirements for their teachers, and it's much easier
to find a job in some countries than it is in others. For example:

Germany is in great need of native English teachers, and getting a residency permit for teaching
English in Germany is a fairly simple process. You do need TEFL certification and a secured job before
you can receive a permit.

France is very popular among TEFL graduates, and job competition is fairly tough. Surprisingly,
knowledge of business will get you further in your job search in France than will a solid knowledge of
teaching. The French tend to hire English teachers at a business or corporate level, and the more you
know about international communication the easier it will be to find a job.

Greece is rather difficult to break into, because visa requirements and red tape can be somewhat
complicated. You won't find many TEFL teachers in Greece because the permits to work are so hard to
obtain.
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Italy is even harder to break into than Greece, unless you are an EU citizen. Americans are usually not
hired for English teaching jobs in Italy, and if they are it must be proven that they can bring something
to the job nobody else can. Few companies and schools are willing to hire Americans because the
process can be costly and time consuming.

As you can see, the country where you choose to teach should be chosen carefully. Although ideally
you should pick a country you love and wish to spend time in, your primary deciding factor should be
whether or not you can obtain a job. Unless you have a job lead already, you should be prepared to do
hours of research before settling on a course of action.

General Tips

Before you begin the process of finding a job teaching English in Europe, we highly recommend that
you graduate from college and get TEFL certification. While these things are not considered

requirements in every European country, the majority of countries count them as great advantages,
and you'll have a much easier time getting hired.

Your course of study doesn't particularly matter; you simply must have graduated from a four-year
college with a degree in some subject. As for TEFL certification, it can be earned in a number of ways.
Most colleges and community schools offer TEFL programs. You may even be able to become certified
through a mail-in schooling program or over the Internet. TEFL certification gives you the skills you will
need to cope with teaching English to non—native speakers in a classroom setting. Whether or not it
helps you land a job, the information you learn during TEFL certification will be invaluable in your
classroom experience.

Our best advice for those wishing to teach English in Europe? Do your homework. Be prepared to
analyze and compare various countries before making a decision. Once you've chosen a destination,
you should have a working knowledge of the native language and a good idea of what life in that
country will be like. After all, it will be your home for at least the next year.

Teaching English in Europe is a truly amazing experience, and one that every adventurous person
should have. The trick to success is to be as prepared as you can... and then get ready to expect the
unexpected.

Michelle Simmons is a contributing editor for ESLemployment, the leading job and resource site for the
English Teaching Industry. Interested in receiving hundreds of English Teaching jobs listings weekly for
free? To learn more visit

http://www.eslemployment.com
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Perhaps you are at career crossroads, and you are looking for a more fulfilling and interesting way to
utilize your skills. If you are interested in teaching and traveling to exciting and interesting destinations,
then you might want to consider teaching English as a foreign language abroad. English is the most
commonly spoken language in the world today, and desire of those in other countries to learn the
English language is growing at a steady rate. Therefore, there is a demand for bright and motivated
individuals to teach conversational and written English to those abroad, both young and old.

The benefits of teaching English as a foreign language in another country are numerous. Not only are
you providing a service to those who desire it, but you will benefit from those you teach as well. In
choosing to teach the English language in one of several locales such as Southeast Asia, South
America, Western Europe, and the Middle East, you will learn about new cultures and traditions. You
will have the opportunity to shatter stereotypes regarding our own American culture. You will have the
opportunity to do a large amount of traveling to neighboring nations. You will become self-reliant and
self-assured on your journeys, and you will certainly make many new friends.

Teaching English as a foreign language can have many benefits for your career as well. Your exposure
to new surroundings and your experience teaching will garner you excellent communication skills. You
might find that your prior work experience coupled with your new teaching venture will provide you with
a considerable amount of career options when you have completed your teaching duties. You will have
opportunities to change your life and career on a global scale. Because the demand for instructors to
teach the English language abroad has increased, so has the demand for more qualified individuals to
apply. Language schools are highly discriminating when it comes to hiring new instructors. That is why
it is important to get your certification in TEFL/TESOL (Teaching English as a foreign
language/Teaching English as a second language) if you intend to apply for a position with a language
school. Certification demonstrates to potential employers that you are serious in taking on this
challenging new career. Certification can be achieved by taking courses at a number of campuses
nationwide, and there are even certification course programs available online. Receiving your
certification for teaching English as a foreign language will certainly prepare you to be a more effective
and successful teacher by instructing you on how to teach grammar, how to teach vocabulary, how to
teach speaking, how to teach writing, how to motivate your students, how to manage a classroom, and
how to construct lesson plans. Receiving your certification will also better prepare you for a move
abroad, which can be daunting and stressful. Having the peace of mind in knowing that you are fully
qualified to perform your new job will help to alleviate some of the stress in throwing yourself into an
entirely new country and culture.

Teaching the English language to students in foreign nations can be exciting, fulfilling, and highly
enjoyable. It is a mutually beneficial experience for you and your students. Not only are you
representing your own country and culture, and imparting your personal knowledge of the English
language and your culture onto others, but you are also learning about other individuals and their
various experiences and traditions. While broadening your mind and experiencing something totally
unique, you are also embarking on an exciting new career, one that has the opportunity to open many
new doors for you professionally.

John is a director of numerous Internet companies and is a published author. Many articles have been
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produced on a variety of subjects with excellent content and depth. All his articles may be reproduced
provided that an active link is included to

http://www.foreign—languages—school.com
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