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You've spent the entire day shopping for new furniture or accents for your home and yet nothing
seems quite right. You come home exhausted and in ill spirits. You grab the newspaper to check out
the ads and possibly something there will light up that spark in your eyes and put that spring in your
step. You sink back down into that old chair that your great Aunt Tessie gave your grandmother, who
gave it to your mother, who passed it on to Sister Sue, until she got tired of it and you inherited it.

There you go - the words "inherited it". You are a lucky individual. Getting furniture handed down to you
from countless sources, or cruising the tag sales and resale shops will never get you into the "Great
Homes" Hall of Fame. Right? Oh, you couldn't be more wrong. Those store—bought items do not insure
individuality, heritage, and one—of-a—kind prestige. Yet, taking your hand—-me-downs or bargains and
polishing them with ingenuity and imagination will get you first—place honors in any Home Show. No
one gets too enthused at a piece of furniture that they have seen in a furniture showroom, also at their
neighbor's house, or even at their boss's summer resort. Definitely beautifully crafted furniture will bring
oohs and aahs and everyone will admire their grace and style. However, older furnishings have history,
a story behind the previous owners, and a lot of sentiment. Now that's what a home really is — a place
to share what you are today, where you came from, and where you are heading.

Using fabric can change an entire color scheme or enhance that chair or sofa. If you add some really
bright and beckoning pillows, then you have brought comfort and style together. If there are arms or
legs on your sofa, a bit of stain, wood finish, or paint will bring out the shine. As for tables, shelving,
chairs, etc. a bit of varnish, finish, or paint will revitalize and renew any piece. Using your imagination,
try different brush strokes, or techniques. You may be surprised what happens when you combine
different stains with different solid colors. Maybe oak is too somber for you, then pine may be more to
your liking. It is now your piece of clay to work with, so mold it to fit your surroundings and other decor.

Old clocks, pictures of previous generations, lamps that recall bygone eras all add that certain
something to any room. Throw in a few good old novels, some bright fresh flowers, and beautiful
scarves or throws and you have "heirloom" pride written all over your room. Modern is nice, and brand
new will always be great, but throw in a piece or two of some really vintage furniture and you have not
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only memories but a room that will create its own. If you feel that placing these items in your main
rooms is really too much for you, then have a very private area where you read, write in your diary, or
just relax. Furnish this with those items that recall, relive, and reacquaint. Here, you can read under
your father's desk lamp, or your brother's favorite horse painting. Grandma's crocheted throw will be a
welcome accent, as well as that deer that grandpa whittled.

Using fabric, color, paint, stain, and a whole lot of ingenuity will give your home that very beautiful
individuality that most designers seek, and most homeowners seem to miss. Your guests, whether
neighbors, family, or those whose friendship is very important to you will feel relaxed, comfortable, and
interested. They can touch the brass, or finger the brocade. There is style, detail, and intricate designs
that add true character to a home. Don't ever feel bad when you get hand-me—-downs. Make them the
treasures they truly are. Place your imprint of creativity on them and you will have something that one

day you will be proud to hand—down, if you can ever really can part with it.
ENJOY!
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Can | Really Make Money Online?

By Patty Baldwin

You certainly can! You can also make money by investing wisely or working a 9 to 5 job, or starting a
business. Play along with me for a minute.

Let's just say that you stumbled across a message hidden in a book in the attic of your grandmother's
house that tells you about a treasure chest filled with gold and precious gems valued at over
$1,000,000.

Now, the message tells you that this treasure is buried under a rock, three yards north of an apple tree,
in an orchard, behind an old gray barn, a half mile west of a big white house, on a dirt road, five miles
east of Anytown in Anystate in Anycountry.

You have never been to Anycountry. You have never been to Anystate. You have no idea where
Anytown is, let alone finding a big white house, a barn, an orchard etc. But you know that Grandma
never lied, right? So it's really out there.

How quickly would you buy a map?
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How fast would it take you to gas up the car or buy a plane ticket?
How would you come up with the time or money to make the trip?

You see, it's all about commitment and belief. You believe Grandma and you're committed to finding
the treasure chest!

The Internet has provided us with a treasure trove of opportunity. Taking the journey, however,
requires that kind of commitment and belief.

Possibilities abound out there in cyberspace just waiting for you.

Yeah, but . . . ? Do you suppose that Bill Gates succumbed to the "yeah buts.?" Where would we all
be if he had?

Before you even think about a business.
Before you start toying with domain names.
Before you rush to point and click to buy a web site.

Ask yourself the following questions:

Do | believe the treasure chest is out there?
Am | willing to focus, commit and do whatever it takes to find it?

If you answered yes to these two questions, you're ready and | wish you Godspeed!

If I can provide you with any assistance, please let me know. | CARE.

Patty Baldwin is a former Better Business Bureau executive and the owner of several online
businesses. A successful net marketer, she invites you to visit any one of her sites at:

Can | Really Make Money Online?

If Christmas is Rotten...

Yard Sale Finds: Trash To Treasure
Tangerine Nightclub in Las Vegas

The Affiliate Game- Find Your Own Treasure

The Public Domain Reports
Yard Sale Secrets Revealed
Instant Cover Graphics!
Scams Exposed
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