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Take The Kids On A Cruise? You Bet. Here's A Few Tips.

By Peter Shannon

A cruise offers the chance to enter a totally different world and that's appealing to all ages. So bring

the whole family along. Most cruise lines have special children's rates and provide lot's of
entertainment specifically aimed at youth.

Many cruises have trained personnel whose sole job is to supervise the wide variety of children's
programs. One example is Princess Cruises' Love Boat Kids program. It includes complete Youth and
Teen Centers and a toddler's play area and theatre. The kids can enjoy movies, games, arts & crafts,
computers and more.

Teenagers are notoriously difficult to entertain. Being stuck with Mom & Dad for a week is especially
hard their mood. Cruise lines such as Disney, Carnival, Princess and others have set up adult−free
zones and special "nightclubs" that provide a wide range of activities and a place to hang out with other
teens.

Of course, you would expect that a Disney cruise would be geared towards kids. And you are right.
They provide a whole array of age−appropriate activities including children under three.

When dining onboard with the family you will normally find that the earlier dinner seating is less formal.
There will be more families present so it makes it much easier to get a table with other kids close to
your own children's ages. If you ask, the server may be able to seat your family alone.

Even though many cruises cater to kids, it's not a good idea to bring small babies. They demand so
much attention that you just cannot enjoy the cruise experience.

Children are usually more prone to sea sickness so it's a good idea to discuss with your doctor what
medication to bring.

There are a lot of amenities that are not necessarily obvious like ice, extra blankets, pillows, games,
crib or high chair, etc. Just ask your cabin steward what's available. The crew is more than happy to
help you have a pleasant stay.
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Stops at ports of call are typically brief. You don't have to spend your brief visit browsing the same old
duty free shops. Do a little research ahead and you can find some interesting local spots for the family
to visit such as a museum, zoo or beach.

It's a good idea to get the kids involved in the activities immediately rather than waiting a day or two.
This gets them involved and lets them feel a part of the program. Joining in later they may feel like
outsiders and have a more difficult time interacting with the kids who already know the ropes.

Even though the programs are there to be used, don't forget that this is a family vacation. Be sure to
allot plenty of time together. The kids can have a lot of fun with the planned programs but they also
need time with Mom & Dad.

Before you book a cruise, be sure to ask a lot of question of your travel agent or the cruise line. Don't

accept vague answers. You want to know exactly what the cruise lines attitude is towards families. Let
them know what ages your children are and get specifics on the activities, programs and training of
supervisory crew. Choosing the right cruise line and ship can make all the difference in the world.

The author, of this article, Peter Shannon, is the owner of the website

http://www.1001−vacation−ideas.com

. Here you will find a large collection of vacation and getaway

ideas for travelers searchable by theme and location.

Cruises For Kids - Enjoyment For The Whole Family

By Ryan Bombard

Adults and couples have been enjoying vacation cruises for quite some time but the trend has
changed nowadays as the cruise lines are now providing these enjoyment facilities to kids as well.
Cruises are now equipped with fun and enjoyment facilities for all members of the family.

Facilities offered to kids

Each cruise line has its own activity list for kids. The fun activities would generally include water slides,
video arcades, pizza parties, miniature golf, plenty of games, sports, magic shows, art classes, science
projects and much more.

In addition to the above, the kids can also enjoy Jacuzzis and swimming pools on board. Certain age
groups are also taken on shore excursions when the ship docks at a port. These fun activities for the
kids have the added advantage of allowing the parents to have more time for their own pleasure
pursuits on the cruise.
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Babysitting facilities are also offered by many cruise lines. Kids are grouped together age−wise under
the watchful eyes of trained professionals.

Preparations for Taking Kids with You on a Cruise

If you are planning a cruise with your kids, you need to make proper preparations. As kids are liable to
fall sick, you should carry medicines such as aspirin, eardrops, cough syrups, heating pad etc.

You should also carry a collapsible stroller. Although these are available on board, it is better to carry
your own to save the cost of borrowing one. Furthermore, your child and you will be accustomed to
your own stroller.

It is advisable to check beforehand the type of child care facilities available on board so that you know
what to expect. It is possible that you might have to entertain your kids at night so you should carry
games, video games and books.

Your kids will enjoy the cruise more if they have some of comforts available at home around them.
Therefore, anything that can be conveniently packed should be brought along. This will give you extra
comfort during the cruise.

Next time you take a cruise, bring your kid(s) along and let them enjoy all the fun filled activities.

Ryan Bombard writes about various cruise vacation topics.

http://www.cruises−for−you.info/

and

http://www.cruises−galore.info/

and

http://www.celebrity−cruises−galore.info/
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