Taking Your Arthritic Dog To The Vet

This Free E-Book is brought to you by Natural-Aging.com.

100% Effective Natural Hormone Treatment
Menopause, Andropause And Other Hormone Imbalanceg
Impair Healthy Healing In People Over The Age Of 30!

Taking Your Arthritic Dog To The Vet
By David Silva
If your dog suffers from morning stiffness, has trouble climbing the stairs, and appears to be less

active now that he's getting older, it may be that he's suffering from arthritis. Even if he exhibits only
one of these traits, it's time to get your dog in to see the vet. Here's what to expect on your first visit.

Your vet will begin with a full visual and physical examination of your dog. The doctor will check your
dog's body for swollen lymph nodes, listen to his heart and lungs, and check your dog's ears and skin.
Like any general physical exam of your dog, your vet will also inspect the dog's gums and eyes.

After this initial examination, your vet will look for any easily detectable signs of arthritis, beginning with
the spine, limbs and neck. A series of range of motion tests will check your dog's flexibility. This
process will help uncover any old injuries, any problems with the ligaments, and any obvious arthritic
symptoms. It will also help uncover any fever, bacteremia, posture, gait, and signs of inflammation.

Assuming your dog displays signs of arthritis, the next step in the process will be to learn more through
some diagnostic testing. This will likely involve drawing blood first. With some relatively simple blood
analysis, the vet will be able to determine if your dog is allergic to the anesthesia required to take
X-rays (the next step in diagnostics), and will also be able to make sure there isn't anything else going
on inside your dog that might not be obvious. Finally, the vet will want to use the results of the blood
tests as a baseline for future testing to make sure the arthritis drug therapy is effective.

X-rays will help the vet detect the presence of arthritis in your dog and help determine the seriousness
of the disease. To position your dog properly for the radiographs, most likely he'll need to be sedated.
X-rays can also detect any fractures or cancers that might be the underlying cause of your dog's
arthritis symptoms.

If it is determined that your dog has arthritis, the next step in the process is to design a treatment
approach. New medications are now available that can dramatically assist your dog in leading a
healthy and pain—free life. However, all dogs react differently to medications. Therefore, your vet will
likely recommend a series of treatment trials. This simply means your dog will be given several
medications on a trial basis to see which is most effective.
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It's always difficult to see your dog suffering with the pain of arthritis. But it doesn't have to be that way.
A trip to the vet can quickly determine whether or not arthritis is the culprit, and if it is, a treatment
program to alleviate your dog's pain can be started right away.
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Do You Know How To Best Look After Your Dog's Health?
By NS Kennedy

As a loving pet owner, you want your dog to live a great life. You can do this thanks to the many
advances in veterinary medicine. Dogs can live longer and healthier. And, the quality of your dog's
health is all about how well you and your vet work together to make it so.

Your first vet visit should be within the first ten days that you own her. In this time period, the vet will
get measurements and weights for her. They will also check the blood and stool of the animal to
insure there are no health concerns there. It is also important for you to get some basic education on
modern pet care from your vet during that first appointment. The vet will be able to tell you how to
brush the dog's teeth, how to clean his ears as well as how to clip toenails. Just ask.

The next thing that you should keep in mind is your dog's food. A well balanced diet will include foods
that are good quality and in the correct amounts. Your dog needs the right nutrients to sustain a
healthy lifestyle. You can always ask your vet which is the best food for your dogs as well as
understanding how much to feed them. You don't have to purchase the highest priced product on the
store shelves either. Some of the most costly are not even that good for your dog. There are great
inexpensive choices for you as well.

You need to give your dog exercise. It helps to strengthen muscles and keeps her weight under
control. It helps with the immune system of the pet as well. You may actually have to encourage your
dog to be active. If a dog seems to be a couch potato type animal, you need to find a way to get them
moving. Other dogs are naturally active. You should put some time each day aside for the exercise of
your pet.

Your dog will need to be seen by the vet at least once per year. This will allow the vet to insure the
dog's health as well as test for parasites that may be there. Blood and stool samples will be used for
this. It is important to do this so that the vet can spot and treat problems before they threaten your
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dog's health severely. You should also mention anything different that your dog is doing during this
time. For example some pets will lick paint or will eat strange substances. These are signs that
something is medically wrong and you should bring it to your vet's attention.

Also important during this visit is that the vaccines will be updated. This is very important to your dog's
life. And, in some areas, it is required by law to have them done.

Lastly, you'll need to know how to choose a vet. Do it the same way you would choose your own
doctor. They should be someone that you trust and feel comfortable talking with. The vet should
encourage your questions and support your needs.

Best Dog Health Information

is a resource which will help you find infomation, hints and tips to keeping

your dog happy and healthy. http://www.best—pet—health.info This article may be reprinted in full so
long as the resource box and live links are included intact.
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