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Teach Your Child Grammar Early

By Don Dewsnap

For some reason, grammar is the "forgotten cousin" of reading programs. Back in the good old

days, second− and third−graders would learn what a noun is, and the difference between present and
past tense verbs. Now the educational system waits until middle school, which is long past the best
learning age. Kids then wonder why they need to learn rules about talking and writing, and get no good
answers.

As the parent, you have the power to bring language to life for your children.

If you haven't already noticed, children love to group similar things together. They collect stones of a
certain color, or put all their marbles in one place when you make them clean their room. When you
show children that words have similar characteristics, they grasp the concept very quickly. Grammar is
second nature to children.

The best way I found to introduce grammar to my children was to make a game of it. Several games,
actually: the Noun Game, the Verb Game, the Helping Words Game. The rules are very easy: "Nouns
are words that name something. I am going to say a noun, then it is your turn." Play for a very short
time, until the child is very happy with some noun that he thought of, then tell him he won and end the
game. He will beg you to play it again.

Do play it again, later that day or the next. Then do the same thing with Verbs. Then Helping Words
(adjectives and adverbs) which get attached to nouns or verbs. When he starts getting bored with
these games, add the Preposition game.

Fairly soon, you can introduce him to Advanced games, that include proper nouns and common nouns,
different tenses of verbs, etc. Before long he will know all the elements of grammar.

What you will see, as your child learns to read, is that he will recognize all these word forms, and
identify them to you. You, of course, will praise him to high heavens for being so clever.
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By the time he is in second grade, he will be so far ahead of his classmates in understanding and
appreciating how sentences are put together (grammar) that he will gravitate into a leadership position.
From there it is a short step to Class President, then a full scholarship to Harvard Law, then being
drafted as a Congressional candidate, and finally winning the Presidency.

All from knowing what a noun is.

Don Dewsnap is a writer who with his wife Vykki brought up successful children who love to read. Don
and Vykki have begun to publish basic glossary e−books at

http://www.basic−glossaries.com

, starting

with the Basic Glossary of Grammar.

How Reading Makes A Child Smart

By Jessica Davis

Reading makes you go to places. It allows you to turn back the hands of time. It will not limit you to
write and express your thoughts. It will lead you to higher levels. And it is one of the best skills you
could teach your child to develop. Reading is very important for it polishes a child's mind and makes
him or her think in−depth.

As you teach a child to read now, it will be a way of preparing the child for a brighter future. It will surely
enhance your child's language skills. It does not mean that if your child is not yet reading or speaking,
you will not accept the idea of teaching reading. Though he or she is not reading any words, the child
observes how you pronounce words and according to Bernice Cullinan, Professor of Early Childhood
and Elementary Education at New York University children who learned reading have longer attention
to give to listeners.

In addition, it is a way of preparing your child for some more complex words in the future. The English
words that the child must learn should those be which are of his level. As they listen to you, make sure
to make the words clear and point out the pictures on the book. This will allow them to recognize
speech sounds and figures as well. Books about the things that are daily around them and activities
they do are good examples

On the other hand, the reading of books will not just keep them educated but it is also one of the best
forms of getting them entertained. Nursery rhymes and other books are very entertaining for your child.
They would be realizing the fact that reading is not boring at all.

Reading will enhance your child's listening skill first. After absorbing all that you have read, the child
would then develop speech skills. One of the most valuable things a child could develop from reading
books is the skill of imagination.
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This is also one way of showing your child that you really care. Moreover, reading time may serve as
your bonding time together. A parent must always see to it that he is keeping track of his or her child's
development and guide the child for the better.

Introduce reading to your child and you will introduce being smart for life...For it is in reading that he
will discover a world of awe and wonder ahead.

Jessica Davis is a freelance writer for the Baby Times. She writes a regular column which is published
every Thursday. Her latest 'favorite pick' is

http://www.babygeniusproductions.com/
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