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Teaching English To Non—-English Speakers

By Yvonne Volante

Teaching the English language to a non english speaking person can be exciting and interesting. If
this is of interest to you, consider traveling to other countries to teach.

It is generally preferred for the English teacher to be a native English speaker.

Here are some common terms you should familiarize yourself with:

Before you excitedly answer any employment ads you should learn the meaning of commonly used
terms as well as recommendations for working locally or abroad.

TEFL: Teaching English Foreign Language; often refers to teaching English in a foreign country.
Known to students as EFL classes.

TESL: Teaching English as a Second Language; usually refers to teaching English to foreigners in an
English speaking country. Known to students as ESL classes.

Would you prefer to teach locally or abroad?

For people who wish to travel TEFL can be a great opportunity to interact with new cultures and to
finance traveling. It is important to investigate the country you will be traveling to as well as the
employer offering the position to ensure you will be safe and have reliable work. You may decide to
work with an agency based in your home country that will assist you with legal questions and assist
you in making living arrangements.

While many foreign positions are available to individuals without experience or certification you will
likely find the education and resources of a class to be valuable before taking an assignment. If you
think you would like to try this career out you might offer your services locally, as a private tutor, or take
an instruction class to familiarize yourself with the responsibilities and work required to teach a
language.
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If you choose to work in your own country there will be various guidelines for certification, experience
and materials as determined by the employers. If you consider private tutoring you can research
recommended course materials and methods online or at a book store or library. You can then
advertise your services in a local paper or on college and university billboards.

Teaching English can be very rewarding. However, English is a language that is full of rule breaking
nuances. Trying to explain these to a student can be difficult and a person needs to have patience and
good personal skills to become an effective teacher.

Do your research to be sure you are interested in the opportunities that there are. Teaching English to
non—-English speakers really is rewarding and profitable. And, you may get the chance to travel as a
bonus!

Yvonne Volante, the author, is a big fan of language and writes for aaalanguage.com, which is the

premier language resource on the internet. You can see all of the articles over at

http://www.aaalanguage.com

An Acronym By Any Other Name
By Brenda Townsend Hall

| don't know about you but | loathe acronyms. Yes, | know they have a convenience factor but they
also seem to me to be potentially sinister, redolent of George Orwell's Newspeak. Our field has its fair
share of them and woe betide anyone who uses one wrongly. Never, for example, say ESL or TESL
when you mean ESOL or TESOL. Why? because you might unwittingly insult a learner by referring to
ESL (English as a second language) when the learner might be a speaker of several languages with
English some way down the pecking order: it is politically more correct to refer to English for speakers
of other languages (ESOL). So important has this distinction become that the heavy hand of
officialdom in the UK now requires people seeking British citizenship to demonstrate that they have at
least ESOL Entry Level 3 from the national "skills for life" curriculum (strange distinction, after all we
hardly need "skills for death™). Exam boards now dutifully provide ESOL qualifications that seem to
have eclipsed the old EFL certificates, making English as a foreign language somehow less relevant.

So have EFL and TEFL lost status? Not exactly, but they imply the use of English in international
situations, perhaps among non—native speakers. They still get a look in, but to teach English as a
"foreign" language requires different emphases. For example, TESOL would require the teacher to
concentrate on situations and contexts that the learners would meet in everyday life in an Anglophone
country. TEFL, on the other hand, suggests an orientation towards travel and global situations. | don't
dispute that these distinctions have their uses but the trouble is that you can see the potential for all
sorts of new acronyms on the horizon. When we will start to teach EIL (English as an international
language) or EIB (English for international business)? I'd happily settle for good, old—fashioned ELT
(English language teaching).
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Brenda Townsend Hall, a contributing editor to ESLemployment, is a writer in the fields of English for
business, cross—cultural awareness and business communications. Interested in receiving TEFL job
listings weekly for free? To learn more visit

http://www.eslemployment.com
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